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ADVERTISEMEKT. 

The writer of thefe letters had no intention to prefix his 
iiame until the eve of their publication^ when it was forcibly 
Urged, that a narrative of fadls I'equired a 'voucher ^ and that 
anonymous travellers were always placed in t\iQ fujpicious clafs* 
This reprefentation compelled him to cotaply with the ad- 
vice, though with unalFedied relufbnce. Confcious that he 
has been diligent to acquire accurate information, he cannot 
confent to be placed ^.tnoiig /ahulous authors; and as he has 
advanced every fentiment with the purefl intentions, he will 
not be aihamed of any, until it is proved to be ?l pernicious g 
errorl His reludlance chiefly proceeds from the manner in 
which the letters ar0 written. The epiftolary form ad- 
mits of freedoms which would be indecorous when the 
public is primarily addreffed, but an anor^mous writer feeh 
himfelf entitled to Hill greater latitude ; and he is allowed 
to indulge a more fportive vein, than reJ^eSl either to himfelf 
or his readers might warrant, when he is determined to re- 
veal his name. The writer has availed himfelf of this liberty 
and thrown more jocularity into his narratives than pro- 
priety would have allowed, had it not been his plan to re- 
main concealed. If the publick will accept of this apology, 
his principal objedion is removed; as he cherifhes the per- 
fuaiion, that their indulgence will throw a mantle over his 
other faults, though he is confcious that they are numerous. 

Rotterdam^ Jan* I794» 
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I ETT E R L 


INTRODUCTORY, 


!Kiy D£A]^ SIR> 


I 


-F 1 muft yield to your folicitations, and 
give you an account of nny late tour, you will 
perniit me, in return, to give it precifely in my 
own way. This may, perhaps, be widely dif- 
ferent from your expedbations ; but it is the only 
chance left me of meriting your attention. The 
world, my good Sir, is no longer a Jealed hook. 
It now lies open to univerfal infpeftion, and there 
is fcarcely a page of it that has not been turned 

« 

over until it is become leaf^worn. The cha- 
rafters, cuftoms, laws, governments, natural 
and artificial curiofities, produce, commerce, 
&c. &c. of moft countries, are fo generally 
known in the prefent age, that a traveller finds 

B |t 


2 THE RHINE. 

it equally difficult to point out any thing jiew, 
at leaft in the common walks of Europe^ or even 
to drefs up old materials in a new form. Nor 
can invention or exaggeration^ which were for- 
merly flich potent aids to barren fubjefts, or fu* 
perficial obfervation, efcape immediate detec- 
tion. 

It is true, different perfons fee the fame things 
in different lights, and confequently may form 
different or oppofite ideas of them. This leaves 
confiderable fpace for diverfity j but it reduces 
the hiftory of travels to the hiftory of opinions; and 
defcriptions given of the moft ftriking objefts, 
become mere tranfcriptsof the author's conceptions 
and feelings concerning them. The ctftoms, 
manners, and fcenes that are the moft oppofite to 
thofe with which the traveller has been the moR 
familiar, muft be to him, the moft ftriking; and 
thus, while he imagines that he is drawing a per- 
fedt likenefs, his pencil;^ being under the guid- 
ance of his particular feelings, will produce a 
caricature. Or grant to the delineator as large a 
portion of difcernment as you pleafe, yet bis 
rcprefentations , will ftill appear inaccurate, 
defeftive, or exaggerated, to thofe who have 
long indulged their own prejudices and habits 
©f thinking, diametrically oppofite in their 

kind. 
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I fecoltcft that Pilaftiy in his account of the 
Dutch lotion, profeffcs to be much edified by 
Ae decent, pious, and exemplary manner in 
which the inhabitants pafs their Sundays ; as the 
general gravity of the national character, and 
their crowded churches, aSbrd a ftriking con- 
trad to the gay Italians^ in particular, and to 
the ^niverfal cuftom of the Roman-catholic 
GouiHries, of making that day un jour di fete^ 
\tk which more profanenefs and debaucheries are 
committed than in the other fix united. But 
how you pious Britons muft be fcandalized at 
the information, that grave and venerable elders, 
and deacons of the church, will join in a card- 
party on a Sunday evening, without violating 
their confciencies ; that the fervants of each fex 
will hire a boat, ahd a fiddler^ and be rowed 
about their canals, icreamihg and finging, on 
Sunday evenings, with the full confent of their 
\ principals i that moft of their annual fairs com- 
mence on a Sunday afternoon i and that upon 
fuch an occafion, the buyers and (ellers at Utrecht 
drive the clergyman out o^ th^ Englijh Temple^ to 
vend their merchandife within its lacred walls ! 
In all thefe inftances, real charaAer and conduct 
are the fame j but the opinions of an Englifliman 
and an Italian, concerning them, are as oppofice 
as At ideas of virtue and vice ! Again, 
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Since it is not cafy for thofe who have i-efided 
feme length of time in a country, to do juftice to 
its national charafter^ what are we to thii^ of the 
obfervations haftily drawn, from incidents at an 
Infiy or accidental converfatidn at 2l public table^ 
which are the comrnon, and frequently the only 
fources of information to us Couriers ie V Eu- 
rope? There is alfo a ftrong properifity ih our 
difpofitions, particularly if we be inexperienced 
travellers, to confider a few individuals with 
whom we may have had occafiphal; intercourfe 
in pafling through a country, as jgenuine fpeci- 
mens of the whole. If we be courteoufly treated 
by One or two perfons, the people are marked in 
our minutes as civil and polite : If, , on the con- 
trary, our reception be with cool formality, if 
we obferve that a furly pleat fits upon the brow, 
we are prone to conclude that the community in 
general are void of urbanity, 
. Superficial obfervance muft be erroneous in 
ten thoufand inftances. No one iis qualified to 
delineate national ch,ara6ter who has not enjoyed 
frequent opportunities of converfing familiarly 
with different clafles, and of viewing them in va- 
rious circumftances and fituations : — who is not 
able to difcriminate the difpofitions, paflions and 
prejudices that are common to man, and are to 
be found in the individuals of every country, 

from 
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from the peculiarities belonging to the one he 
would inveftigate: — who does not exannine the 
good and the bad with ftrift impartiality, that 
he niay mark both the nature and the preponde- 
rancy of both virtues and vices, excellencies and 
defeds* If he direfts his fole attention to their 
^C^ qualities, and conceals their ^^ry?, he will 
compofe a panegyric. If he fele<5ts all the iad 
with malicious eagernefs, and conne6is theai to- 
gether in fome idle narrative, he will make every 
country in its turn, from Lapland to Malta^ Les 
Sauvages de r Europe. 

I am writing this letter in the Roefy or little 
fnug cabin of a "Treckjchuyty or dra>y-boat, be* 
tween Rotterdam and Ley den i and in paffing. t^e 
pleafant village of Voer-burghy I have, been 
amufing myfelf with the rqottos infcribed, (as is 
the ufual cuftom,) upon the country* houfcs con- 
tiguous to the publick canal, with which this 
quarter abounds. Kerk-Luft^ literally Church^ 
Pleajurey is juft before me. But am I to con- 
clude from the infcription that the pofleffor is 
particularly fond of going to church ? No fuch 
thing. The church is direftly oppofite to his 
houfe, and he loves to fee it at a diftance. I 
have known Ruft tf Vreede, (Peace and Tran- 
quilityy) inhabited by very noify and quarrelfbme 
people ; and a friend of mine is at laft in poffef- 
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fion of Onverwaght, (Unexfeff^'f,) who has 
been waiting impatiently thefe ten years for the 
death of a maiden aunt^ that he might inherit it. 
In the above inftances^ the firil impreflioii 
would have been erroneous, and every particular 
application, wrong; but from the remarkable 
frequency of fuch mottos as Rufi en ljifi% (Rejt 
and Pleqfure^) Ruft enRuimgefigbt, (Reft and an 
exten/tve Profpelty) Riift' en Vreede^ (R^ft and 
tranquility^) Luft en Vreede^ (Pleqfure and 
Peaccy) which are infcribed upon the numerous 
country houfes, planted by their public roads and 
canals, we are auchoriied to conclude that Peace 
and Tranquility is the Dutchman*^ chief good, 
and that to fie flill and fee motion, conftitutejiis 
lupreme delight ! 


You muft perceive, my good Sir, from the 
above obfervatiohs, how hard a ta(k you have 
impofed upon me, refpefting either defcription 
or charafter, the two prime objeds of a tra- 
veller; and how ill prepared I am for complying 
with your requeft. We travelled over a large 
fpace of ground, in a comparatively fmall fpace 
of time i and as we were continually in motion, 
we could examine few objcdts with critical atten- 
tion. We could only fl^im the furface of things, 
which does not always furnilh cream. 

However, 
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However, accept of the following condition ; 
permit me to intermix with the defcriptions or 
narratives of my route, thofe fentiments or recol- 
kiSkions to which they may have given rife, and 
I jam at your command. Without having been 
an cxtenfive traveller, I have rambled more than 
my iituation in life demanded. Local employ* 
ments were not always of fufiicient force to detain 
me at home. During the excurfion you wifh me 
to defcribe, both fimilarities and contrarieties 
have frequently recalled other fcenes and ideas, 
which I Ihall not hefitate to fct down in the order 
they occurred j nor fhall I rejeft any others which 
may occur, in the courfe of my correfpondence. 
By this mode a ftrange medley, a whimfical mif- 
ceUany may poflibly be produced, and it reds ' 
with you to determine, whether my narratives 
will be the better or the worfe upon this account. 
If the /at/er^ you have only to exclaim idjia, and 
I have done j for I am very certain that without 
its aid they will not merit your acceptance, 
whatever may be their fate with it. — Attention to 
my own convenience, and to various occupa- 
tions, will not permit me to be a very regular 
correfpondent, and you are likely to receive fome 
of my letters at diftant intervals. ' . / 

One circumftance is much againft me. As 
no defign of fpreading upon paper a particular 
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account cf this journey was entertained by mc 
at the time; and as my minutes were taken 
nierely to aflift my own recoUeftion, and were 
confined to thofe fubjeds which are the moll 
adapted to my own tafte, I have let many opportu- 
nities of accurate information efcape me, relative 
to fubjefts that might have been more intercfting 
to yourfelf, or your friends, than they were to 
me» Whoever travels with the intention to com- 
municate, is often more felicitous to become a 
conduit y than an ahjorbent \ to convey ^ than to 
drink in ; and he is obliged to pay a fervile atten- 
tion to minuti^ey which are acceptable, as they 
feem to compleat the information, although they 
may not anfwer any other purpofe. As I had not 
this profpeft, I have not fubmitted to the drud- 
gery ; but of confequenee I cannot lay claim to 
the^merits of prccifion, or make fuch a difplay of 
my knowledge as might have been my objedjt, 
could I have predided your commands. 
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LETTER 11. 


MY DEAR SIR, 

NOTWITHSTANDING the fatisfadioa 
we experience, when wearied and difguilcd with 
bufinefs, at the thoughts 9f retiring from tu- 
multuous life ; and the impatience with which we 
wait for the happy moment that promifes leifure 
to follow the defires of our own hearts, and to 
ixt^ us from every reftraint but thofe we im- 
pofe upon ourfclves ; there is great danger, after 
this envied feafon is arrived, and has been for 
foaie time epjoyed, of our being haunted by that 
daemon of the indolent yclept Ennui. I do 
aver, and will maintain, that thcre^ are few 
people in the world who fear this dsmon left 
than myfelf, or th^t have been lefs annoyed by 
him. The diverfity of nriy tafte, which I mourn- 
fully acknowledge to be too general to purfuc 
any one objeft with the unremitted diligence 
neceflary to render me a competent mafter of it, 
united with the vivacity, not to fay, out of re- 
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fpe<Sk to felf-love, the levity of my difpofition, . \ 

had for years fet the enemy at defiance. But 
ytry unufual application to fcverer ftudies for 
feveral months; by which, entre nousy I hope that 
the publick will in due time be ^flcntially bene- 
fitted, had fo fatigued my eyes and my brain, that 
at length power was wanting to repel " the foul 
Fiend," when he had the ef&ontcry to befiegc 
my ftudy. Though it be true, refpefting the 
Great Devil, rejiji him, and be will fly from you, 
yet I am fully convinced that this little Urchin, 
and all his fraternity and followers, fuch as dif« 
content, peevifhnefs, caprice, &c. are like gnats 
and gadflies i there is no beating them away^ 
they return perpetually ; and the only chance of 
cfcaping, is to fly from ihiextu 

^ My worthy friend Mr. E was in a fitua^ 

lion fomewhat fimilar to my own. Profperous 
in bufinefs, and being the reverfe of an ava- 
ricious difpofition, he became weary of accu- 
mulating wealth in the clofe precinfts of his 
counting-houfej and he perceived that his bags 
were fo replenifhed, that a gentle evacuation 
could do no material injury. Both of us being 
in the fame humour, though from diflTcrent 
caufes, we finally agreed to recruit our fpirits, 
by a tour along the Rhine We were induced 
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to mak^ this choice by the great fatisfaftion 
every trap\rellcr of our acquaintance exprefied^ 
who had paid a vilit to thefe quarters. As my 
friend is ra.ther fond of travelling at his eafe^ nor 
has your friend any objedion to the mode^ we 
agreed to purchaie a fuitable carriage^ from our 
joint ftock. This was a ftrong and commo-- 
dious po(t-chaife, which had already feen fome- 
thing of the worlds without being efientially the 
worfe for it \ which I huaibly hope has been the 
cafe with thofe who travelled in it, both in 
former and more recent times. After fome al- 
tercation with the proprietor^ in the ufual man«^ 
per; that is, he advancing all that he could in 
{^aife of the vehicle he wi0ied to get rid of, and 
wc againft the commodity we wifhed to p\lr^ 
chafe I his demand funk fr(Hn three hundred to 
two hundred and fifty guilders^ and the bargaia 
was ftruck. 

Having allowed a few days for ncceflary re- 
pairs and renovations, we fallied forth on July the 
s6th, in the year of the Nativity 1790. To do 
ample juftice to the finart vampt-up appearance 
of our carriage, we ordered four horfes before 
it ; naturally prefuming that we Ihould have it in 
our power at any time to diminifh our equi- 
page, when Fame, however loud fhe might blow 
her trumpet after us, Ihould not be able to 

found 
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found forth our names, Biit in this wc were 

niiftakcn. 

We arrived at Utfecbt the fame evening, and 
flept at OMefsy the aged proprietor of the Ant- 
werp ArmSy an hotel well -known in travelling 
hiftory.' The next morning, after a fevcre repri-» 
mand given to the poftilion for coming an hour 
later than the time appointed, we directed our 
courfe for Nimeguen. 

Moft publick bufinefs of the travelling kind^ 
is, in this country, tranfafted through the me- 
dium of commiflarles, who are very much dif- 
pofed to the vices of infolence, negligence, and 
impofition. This inftitution has- the appearance 
of exaditude ; is intended to promote expe- 
dition, and prevent fraud j and we are told of 
redrefs, in cafes of improper behaviour. Doubt- 
lefs it has fome advantages j but it is an efFe6tual 
check to thofe improvements that naturally arife 
from rivalfliips, and to that courtefy of be- 
haviour which is prompted by felf-intereft ; nor 
is it prafticable for a ftranger to whorti time is 
valuable and delay expenfive, to contend, where 
he has the utmoft reaibn to complain, with thofe 
who are too often countenanced by their princi- 
pals, and always have accefs to a thoufand fub- 
terfuges. 

From 
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From Utrecht to Nimeguen is the diftaticc of 
fourteen hours. There are no turnpikes upon 
this road j but each . traveller is obliged to pay 
paffagie gejd (paffige.mpney) from three-pencCy 
fix-pence, to ;tw.elvc-pence, according to the 
diftance pf the ftage ; lb that; the tax is confined 
to perfons ; nor is it influenced by the number 
of horfes. The number of horfes is regulated 
for you according to the nature of your carriage 5 
that is, you may exceed, but not employ fewer 
than a ftipulated number. Our vanity in- 
duced us to take four horfes. The commiflary 
of the roads could have compelled us to take 
three i as ours was a poft-chaife. The heavy 
fands render many regulations of this. kind nc- 
ceflaryi but, in confequence of them, although 
the hire of each individual horfe may be fome- 
what cheaper, each ftage, than it is in England, 
yet travelling is, upon the whole, equally, if not 
more expenfivc j efpecially if the larger fpace of 
groifhd you are able to travcrfe in a day, be 
taken into the account. 

Throughout the Seven Provinces, and in thofe 
parts of Germany I have vifited, diftance is 
moftly calculated by hours. The generalidea 
affixed to a Dutch hour^ and a German ^«»^, is 
the diftance of a league, or three Englifh miles. 
But this mode of computing is extremely pre- 
carious ; 


t4 TH£ RRlUE* 

carious ; and the quantity of ground varies in 
every province according to the prevaifing ttiodt 
of travelling. In the province of Holiandi where 
the paflage is moffly made in hats, an hour 
is equivalent to three nuiles and an half* In 
Guelderland, where there are no boats, and few 
carriages^ the meaAire is taken from i»alking on 
focL Among the peafants> diftance is comfHlted 
hy Jmoking of thtir pipes ; and they tell you, that 
from village to village is about a pipe and am 
half, two pipes J half apipe, &c. &c. 

There is a choice df three roads from Utrecbt 
towards Nimeguen. One leads through Zuyftg 
which is by far the moil agreeablcj but the leaft 
frequented by paflengers during the iummex' 
feafon, on account of the heavy fands. Zuyft i^ 
a pleaiant village^ diftant about five miles from 
Utrecht. It abounds in plantations and fliady 
woods^ and is greatly ornamented and improved 
by the fpacious building which Count Zinzen- 
dorf appropriated to the fraternity of Herren* 
huters or Moravians. This fraternity has been 
frequently defcribed ; and therefore I (hall only 
obferve that it feems to pofTefs that ipecies of 
happinefs which may be iuppofed to arife from 
from regular difcipline^ induftry^ and abftradtion 
from the noife' and buftle of the world ; an hap- 
pinefs, confequently, of which the gay and the 

ambitious 
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ambitious can form no ideas. They are cm* 
ployed in various kinds of manufa<aory ; and, 
as many of them have cither been educated in 
Englaffd, or have worked there, their workman- 
fliip far exceeds that of any other part of Hol- 
land J but the articles are proportionably dearer. 
From the different fliops that arc ranged along 
the galleries, the man that has ready money may 
have all his wants fupplied. As in the Palais 
Royale he may change every part of his drefs ; 
may enter in the guife of a beggar, and return 
equipped like a gentleman ; and he may fill his 
houfc with elegant furniture, as faft as he can 
bargain and convey home. 

In the fummer months, Zuyft is much fre- 
quented by a fubftantial clafs of Dutch mer- 
chants, particularly from Jmjlerdam, who have 
not coiHitry feats of their own, and who love 
their cafe too much to undertake a longer 
journey. Here they enjoy a rccefs from the 
cares of bufinefs, breathe in frclh air, and amufe 
thcmfelves fometimes by fauntering in the woods, 
and fometimes by fitting under the Ihade of 
trees before the doors of their lodgings, fmoking 
their pipes, looking at each other and ocafional 
paflcngersi while their wives and daughters 
enjoy their coffee and their knitting. Thus they 
pafs away fomc weeks, with perfedt contentment, 

without 
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without requiring or defiring the aid of balls> 
concerts, the gaming table^ or venturing their 
necks in rural excurfions* 

The fecond road, leading from Utfechf to 
Nimeguen^ leaves that to Zuyft on the left hand, 
paffes through Upper and Lower Langbroek 
(Anglice Long Breeches) and fomc other vil- 
lages, by the fide of the diminilhed Rhine. 
This road is diftinguiflied and enlivened by the 
remains of feveral caftles of offence and defence, 
which were built in the fcedal times. Some of 
thcfe are in good repair, and are fubfervicnt to 
the more peaceable offices of country-houfes for 
the gentry and fubflantial burghers of Utrecht. 

With grief of heart it is, that I muft inform 
you of the deplorable fate of my favourite river. 
Throughout the whole of this diftrift is the 
mighty Rhine degenerated into an infignificant 
brook, that will fcarccly navigate a barge ! Adja- 
cent to the village of CootCy not far from this 
road, I have walked within the broad and capa- 
cious bed of the ancient Rhine, where catde now 
feed, and hufbandmcn plow up the foil j through 
the centre of which flows the diminutive fl;ream ! 
If floods of tears could have fwoln this difgraced 
rivulet to its priftine fize and importance, I 
would have done my very belt to fhed them. 

There 
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There iS fcarcely an inftanec in all geography, 
in which a river of fuch refpeftability has been 
fo unfortunate, or fo ill treated as the Rhine. 
Above Nimeguen, it divides into two copious 
and navigable dreams. The one flows to the 
right, retaining the name of the Rhine ; the other 
to the left, and aflumes that of the ff^aal, which 
Ggnifics boundary or defence, becaufe it ferved 
as a barrier to the ancient Batavians, againft 
their hoftile neighbours on the fouthern borders. 
Through thefe eflential fervices has its title to 
the original name been obliterated ! In proceed- 
ing towards the fea, the fFaal unfortunately 
permitted fome of the waters of the infignificant 
Maaze to blend themfelvcs with its own. This 
gave occafion to the ignorance or injuftice of 
men, to change the name into that of the New 
Maaze. Under this title docs the identical fVaal^ 
an acknowledged branch of the ancient Rhine, 
pals by Dort^ Rotterdam, and other cities, into 
the fea j while the Old Maaze is permitted to 
flow on uninterruptedly, in pofleflion of its an- 
cient appellation. Refpedting the other branch, 
which retained the name of the Rhine^ its dif- 
grace began at Wyk by Deurftede. An unfor- 
tunate accident was the original caufe of it. 
This Rhine, in the days of its fuperabundance, 
threw oflP a branch called the Lack, near to the 

C above 
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ab(>Ye mentioned cityj and, widiout the nfoft 
diftant fufpicion of future rivalfhip, direftcd itt 
coarfe towards Vtrecbty gave the name of Ultra^ 
iri^eclum to that municipal town^ paflfed throtigfa 
and dignifiod Woerdm^ Leyden^ and feveral large 
and populous villages, and finally emptied its 
accumulated mais of water into the German 
Ocean ac Catwyk. 

Now it unfortunately happened, in one of 
thofe inundations to which the Low Countries 
are fo much expofcd, and which frequently 
threaten their total fuin, that the deluge en*' 
larged and deepened the- channel of the Lack^ in 
fuch a manner^ that when the waters fubfided, 
the large ftream of the Rhine was dircfted into 
this . other channel, arid fcarcely any thing re-^ 
mained of the old bed, but a mifcrable brook^ 
and the venerable name ! What renders its ftate 
yet more humiliating is, this remaining ftream^ 
deprived of its original force to bear down ob- 
ittudions, and to make its way into the fea, \% 
abiblucely and literally choaked up, by mouxh* 
tains of fand, which the tides have brought wiib 
them, and the winds accumulated ; is ftopt in it» 
courfe near the village of Catwyk \ and being 
thus obliged to regurgitate, is di/fipated and loft 
amidft the ftagnated canals of Holland ! What a 
melancholy end for one of the nobleft rivers in 

Europe, 
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Eufope, the theme of poets, and frequem barrier 
to the rage of warriors ! 

Some people think that Old Rhinus^ the an- 
cient river god;, may fairly commence an aftion 
againft his offtpring the Lack, for this robbery of 
the bed part of his current. Odiers maintain 
that the Lack was not to blame, and that he has 
done nothing more than what every other river 
would and muft have done in his place. Some 
alledge that the name of the Rhine ought, iii 
juftice and in decency, to have been transferred 
to the Lack 5 as there is no proportion between 
its former and prefent volume of water. They 
afk, with an air of triumph, what is it that con- 
ftitutes a river ? The channel, or the water that 
flows through it ? Now this appears a decifive 
queftion ; for, if we fay the channel^ or the track 
through which the waters have paflfcd, it follows 
that a river may remain after it is dried up : — If 
we fay the waters^ then certainly the name 
ought to follow them. Others evade the argu- 
ment by aflerting that rivers are fubjeft to the 
fame laws with widows and maidens, who change 
their names, as oft as they change their beds. 

You may imagine the difpute to be of no 
moment. What is a mere appellation ? you 
will aflc. But thefe are obvioudy republican 
notions. You cannot exped that they will be 

C 2 ' countenanced 
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countenanced by Nobles and Potentates of the 
earth, or any of their adherents or dependents. 
A contra-revolution in France is threatened 
upon this very principle. Yet, my good Sir, 
what are the names or titles of Men, though they 
live to thrcefcorc years and ten ; or of a genera- 
tion of men, fhould they boaft of three or four 
hundred years, compared with that of a noble 
River, that has fecn numberlefs generations fuc- 
ceed to each other as rapidly as its own fluids ; 
and that has a natural Claim to flow on to the 
end of the world, if fbmething more than human 
does not check its current ? 

It feems to be my fate to officiate as chief 
mourner on the exit of this great River. Not 
long after my return from the excurfion, being 
at Calwykj I could not forbear repeating my 
vifits to the lall remains of flowing greatnefs. 
Potentates, who, in the zenith of their authority, 
bore down every thing before them ; Monarchs, 
that had diffufed peace and plenty around them, 
during the courfe of their longed: reign, appear 
not more contrafted and cpmprefTed in their 
tombs, than the impetuous and majeftic Rhine, 
in this folitary and diminutive (pot ! 

When fpeaking of a Favourite, one is apt to 

be difFufe. Since I have refided in the United 

Provinces, thrice h^s my tent been pitched ad- 
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jaccnt to the borders of this river ; and he has 
always been kind and friendly to me. In the 
journey which is to be the fubjeft of my letters, 
I have conftantly travelled by hi^ fide, or fw^m 
with his dream. He has enlivened and dignified 
(every prplpeft I enjoyed j and eager am I to 
embrace fo fair an opportunity of paying him 
a tribute of gratitude. 
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LETTER ///: 

Wyk. 
ZuyleAein, 

HAVING, after the manner of negative 
and fojitive Divines, defcribcd to you, very par- 
ticularly, the two roads we did not go, I fhall 
briefly inform you which way we did go,. It was 
along the Clay road, great part of which is upon 
the large Dyk^ or artiflcial mound, that fecures 
this part of the province of Utrecht from the 
inundations of the Rhine: a road that is the 
leaft agreeable for the paffcngersi but, in the 
fummer fcafon, the moft cafy for the horfes; 
and therefore neither good words nor bad words, 
nor moderate bribery and corruption, will in- 
duce their drivers to go any other. 

This road leads near to the walls of a fmall 
city, called ff^yk by Deurjiede. Wyk was formerly 
an hamlet, as the name properly fignifies, conti-p 
guous to the large city oiDeurJiede i and, in pro- 
cefs of time, robbed it of all its inhabitants, as 
your Salijbury has robbed Old Sarum^ Nothing 

remains 
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remains of Deurftede^ but an antiquated tower* 
But it fends no reprefcntatives to the States. Wyk 
began to render itfelf famous by being the firft 
city, in the late troubles, that oppofed the newly- 
s^ffumed power of the States of Utrecht j which, 
while they profeffcdly refifted what they called - 
tyranny, with one hand, ftrenuoufly employed 
the other to retain under their own yoke thofe 
within their grafp. They manifefted the ftrongeft 
inclinations to monopolize all the power they 
had wrefted from the Stadtholder, and claimed 
Ac right of appointing magiftrates to all the 
inferior cities under their jurifdiftion. This af- 
funiption was ftrenuoufly oppofed by the in- 
habitants of fVyk. But the honour actjuired by 
thf oppofition was greatly fuUied by their fub- 
fequent conduct. 

After much preparation^ and more boafting, 
>the city quietly opened its gates to a fmall recon- 
noitring party of the Prince's troops, and fur- 
rendered at difcretion ; the inhabitants propofing 
of themfelves, a full reinftatement of the Stadt- 
holder to his former authority* 

JW^e arc taught by the fcriptures, that the 
righteous arc the fait of the earth. Ten righteous 
>nen, we are informed, would have faved So^ 
dom from deftrudion : therefore I think that 
tvoo men of merit, whom I know by reputa- 
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tion, though not in perfon, ought in juftice, not- 
withftanding the above faft, to fave this town 
from contempt. We may alfo rcafonably fup- 
pofe, that of two thoufand inhabitants, feveral 
other individuals contribute fomething to a gc-? 
neral mafs of preferving virtue. 

One of the gentlemen I refer to, is the Rev, 
Mr. Vm Hatnerty who had the courage publicly 
to renounce the dodlrines of Calvinifm, imbibed 
in his too credulous youth, as foon as he was 
fully convinced that they were not the dodtrines 
of the fcriptures, and to refign his ftation in the 
Eftablifhed Church ; although, in this country, 
where the old way is the only reputable one, he 
has expofed himfelf to the opprobrium of all his 
former connections. He is now affociatcd with 
the Remonftrants, and employs his pen in de- 
fence of religious liberty, with an energy which 
proves that he enjoys his enlargement *. 

• He has lately had a fmart theological conteft wih that 
great champion of orthodoxy, ProfefTor Bonnety of Utrecht, 
It was a pitched battle, they fay. — It was about the five 
points. — They fay alfo, that the Profeffor had tipt the horns 
of his fyllogifms with thefe fame points, and made a bold 
p^fh againfl: his antagonift ; but, fomehow or other, either by 
fuperior addrefs, or fuperior force. Van Hamcrt blunted the 
edges of fome points, and, turning others againft the Pro- 
feffor himfelf, has goaded him moft terribly with his own 
weapons. 

The 
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The Other gentleman is the Rev. Mr. Ocker/e, 
lucceffor to Mr. Van Hamerty in the Eftablifhed 
Church. He is diftinguilhing himfelf by a work 
entitled Algemeene CaraSler-kunde -, or, the Prin- 
ciples of delineating Charafter. In this work, 
notwithftanding fome imperfeftions, he difplays 
much reading and found judgment, greater 
knowledge of the world, and more liberality of 
fentiment, than are generally found amoi^g his 
colleagues of the Eftablifhment ; and he ex- 
preffes himfelf in a ftile that is equalled by few 
Belgic writers. 

It was with a melancholy pleafure that I 
paffed by Zuylefteiny in the parifh of Lejerfum^ 
and not far from Wyk. This manfion was, in 
former days, the occ^fional refidence of King 
William the Third y and, for about three years, 
the conftant habitation of your humble fervanc. 
It is one of the four hunting. feats belonging to 
that prince, which are fituated in thefe quarters, 
at fuch convenient diftances from each other, 
that, let the hare and the hounds, the fox, the 
partridge, the boar, and the wolf, — that, in ex-^. 
treme winters, vifit thefe regions, — lead him 
where they pleafe, they could not lead him far 
from an home. The others are the palace of 
Loo, 2ind' Soeldyk, alfo in the province of Utrecht, 

and 


a6 THE RHINE* 

and Dieren, in the province of Guelderland.-^ 
Zuylejiein is now the property of the Earl of 
Rochfordy who is ckfcended fronn the Najfau 
family. The late Earl, on a vifit be paid fonfie 
years ago, was fo charipcd with the rural 
iituation of this palace, that he propofed to hitn* 
felf the pleafurc of paying it frequent yifits. 
The defign was not put into execution > and 
the reputed falubrity of th^ foil, was, at that 
period, a powerful indacement to make it my 
abode. 

As I paffcd by its venerable Turret rifing 
above the lofty trees, that had fo frequently 
and affedionately beckoned me home from 
every rural excurfion, I felt an agreeable, a dif- 
3greeable compound fenfation> at being at once 
an intimate acquaintailce^ and an inadmiSiblff 
ftranger I 

It is the general o|Mnion that Kings never 
deep! It is reported that they lie on beds of 
thorns, and that their brows are encircled with 
pungent cares, which keep them eonilantly 
awake. If this be the cafe, they muft bring their 
thorns and their night*caps with them; for I 
never flept more comfortably in my life, than in 
the very bed .wiicre it is fuppofed his majdlf 
toft and tumbled about^ like (wirii dl refpedl 

due 
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due to majefty) a porpoife portending^ a ftorm. 
The only thing that kept mc awake the firft 
nights^ was the fplendour of the furniture. I 
thought it was a pity to clofe my eyes upon 
rich tapeftry, filk damafk curtains, chairs and 
fettees of crimfon velvet, fringed with gold. 
Morpheus i however, finally fubdued-P/«/«j ; and 
f^tmiiiarity with all this grandeur, bred negleft, 
but not contempt. 

Adjacent to Leerjum^ in the lordlhip of Zuy- 
lefieiriy is the village of Amerongeriy where Lord 
Athlofu has a manfiont His lordfliip is defcended 
from the celebrated General Ginckky a faithful 
adherent to King William. This General diftin- 
giiifhcd birrifclf in the Irifli wars ; and by two 
fucceisful engagements, the one at Athrone, and 
the other at Agbrim, he was honoured with tho 
titles of Earl of Athhne^ and Baron of Agb'rim^ 
The following anecdote, which I had from the 
mouth of the prefent Lord, is not generally 
known : — When the French invaded this coun- 
try, and the whole Seven Provinces trembled at 
the vidorious arms of Louis the Fourteenth, the 
Fren(:h General, upon entering the province of 
Utrecht, ufed every means to detach Ginckle 
from the fcrvice of the States. Promifes not 
|>eii)g efFedual to fap his integrity^ he att- 

temptcci 
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tempted to ftorm it by menaces $ and he meanly 
threatened that great man, that, if he did not 
continue inaftive, his caftle Ihould be totally 
deftroyed, fhould the fortune of war ever throw 
it into the poffcflion of his enemies, GinckU 
'continued unlhaken ; and his adverfary had the 
delpicable revenge of confuming the manfion by 
fire. The States, however, upon the reftorar 
tion of peace, rebuilt it in jnore th^n priftine 
grandeur, 

We crofled the Rhine at the ford of Ame^ 
rongen^ to pafs into the Betuwe. This road 
was alfo preferred to avoid the heavy fands, 
although the other, leading through Rbenen and 
Waagenen^ is by far more agreeable. 

The Betuwe was the ancient Batavia^ and 
formerly gave the name of Bataveeren^ or Ba-^ 
tavians^ to the inhabitants of the Dutch Ne- 
therlands, which they have now tranfmitted to 
their colony in the ifland of Java. In this 
morafs it was, that the anceftors of the pre- 
fent race fir ft fettled, when, at different times, 
and from different caufes, they emigrated from 
Germany. 

The Betuwe is in the province of Guelder- 
land. It may be confidered as an oblong ifland^ 

formed 


THE IIHIN£« 2jf 

formed by the bifurcation of the Rhine above 
Nimeguen, and by the union of its ftreams 
under different appellations^ as has been noticed 
and laniented, near to fForcum. The land be- 
tween thefe rivers is low and marfliy, fubjeft to 
inundations, both from the Rhine on the north 
fide, and the PTaal on the fouth. From thefe, 
the inhabitants attempt to defend themfelves by 
throwing up high and mafly dykes; and with 
general fuccefs. The ground is fertile, and the 
induftry of the inhabitants has made it abun- 
dandy produftive. It is, in great meafure, the 
granary of the province of Utrecht. It abounds 
in orchards, particularly for the growth of cher- 
ries ; is prolific in every fpecies of poultry, and 
fupplies a confiderable part of the adjacent 
country with hog*s flefli. In the fpace of about 
forty miles by ten, it contains not lefs than 
eight cities of fome note, and feveral hundred 
of villages. 

It was principally from this fpot, that the 
Dutch fpread themfelves gradually over the dif- 
ferent provinces. Were the faft to be doubted, 
the ftrongeft etymological evidence of its truth 
could be adduced from the names of fome of 
the mofi: diilinguifhed families in Holland.—- 
There is not a town or a village in the Bettiwe^ 

that 
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that has not fent o£F a family of fome diilin<5i:ior(. 
From the cities y you have the Van Tkeilsy Van 
Burens, V^n Bammels, Van fTyks, Van C«/tf«- 
iurgs, &c. and from the villages, the Van 
Lindens, the Van Moricksy Van Ingens^ Van 
£^i:j, &c. &c. &c. 
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THE great abtiridance ifliiing from every 
Ipot of the Betmocy to the fupply of other parts, 
is not merely to be afcribed to its fertile foil^ 
but to the divifion of the land into fmall parcels s 
by which the foil is not only made capable of 
fuftaining an itlcreafed population, but to furniih 
fuperfiuities for the ufe of others. It is pleafant to 
fee with what ceconomy the ground is occupied. 
.While the trees of their orchards furniih an 
abundance of the moSt luxurious fruits, hogs 
and fhecp in nunribcrs are fattening under their 
branches! The pools adjacent to their dwellings 
are (locked with ducks and geefe; and their 
corn-lands fupport, and fupply to the neighbour- 
ing country^ an incredible number of turkeys 
and fmaller fowls* Thus, by negledting no- 
thing, by their not being fufficicntly affluent to 
defpife fmall gains, the induftrious farmer, and 
his frugal, attentive wife, fupport a numerous 
progeny, and diffufe plenty around them, 
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It is, in fome meafure, owing to a fimilaf 
caufe, as well as to the flourilhing date of com- 
merce, that the province of Holland is (b ex- 
tremely populous, and fo amply fupplied with 
every article of provifion, at a moderate price. 
It is acknowledged, that there is not a Ipot in 
Europe, which fupports fuch a number of in- 
habitants in a given fpace. The villages and 
hamlets bear a due proportion to the number of 
large and populous cities. I am aflured, that, 
of feventy villages under the diftrift of Rhine^ 
land, not lefs xh^in forty derive all the articles of 
importation, or of manufadure, from the town 
of Leydeny and repay it with the neceffaries and 
natural luxuries of life. The province of /&/- 
landy you know, is diftinguiflied by the richneft 
of its pafturage. South Holland furnifhcs an in- 
credible quantity of butter, fuperior to your 
Effing in flavour, which amply fupplies the in- 
habitants upon reafonable terms, and is alfb an 
important article of exportation. North Hol- 
land is chiefly renowned for its cheefe^ Of the 
abundance of this article you may form fome 
idea, when I acquaint you that in the fmall city of 
Enkuyjen is brought to market, every week,, not 
lefs than two hundred and fifty tboufand pounds in 
weight i and at the weekl/ market oi Jlkmaar 
is fold upwards of three hundred thoufand. The 

price 


THERHINE* 23 

price of butter feldom exceeds between ^w^;^- 
pence or eight-pence per pound i that of cbeefe, 
is. between three-pence or four-pence 3 yet many 
circumftances are continually operating to render 
thefe articles extravagantly dear. The price of 
fervice is high ; the taxes upon land are enor-- 
mous^ alfo upon the flock of cattle^ and upon 
the fait confumed in making of butter. The 
expenccs of dykes to prevent inundatibns, and 
of mills innumerable, to pump out the water 
of overflown lands, the frequent expofure to 
difeafes among the cattle, all have a natural 
tendency to enhance the price of thefe articles to 
an alarming height. I am well informed that 
thefe accumulated expences amount to not left 
than fifty per cent, of the value of their land, 
and that the farmer is taxed to the amount of 
his ftock every f^ve years. ^ But the natural 
tendency of thefe expences is counterafted by 
the diligence, fimplicity, and oeconomy of the 
farmer, and by the land's being parcelled out 
into a number of fmall farms. There are none^ 
1 am aflfured, that exceed twenty or twenty-five 
Morgen; each Morge being eftimated at about 
two acres ; and very few are of fuch an extent. It 
would be reckoned a difgrace for the moft fub- 
ftantial farmer to forfake the fphere in which his 
anceftors moved, and to launch into the follies 
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and extravagaocics of fafliionable H&. They 
confequently fccure to themfelvea more efienciat 
bleffiogs^ health> contentment^ and abundance. 
Though fatisiied with finaU profits, they are 
moft of them profperoiis and independient^ and 
are generally deemed the moft: enviable part of 
the con(u»unity. 

But to return to the Bituwt^ and its neigh-* 
bpurbood. 

The peaiants in this part of the world retaia 
much of what you would ten9i> the ancient fim« 
pUcity of manners. They afiord^ in many re* 
ipe&s> a ipecimen of what we may fuppofe tD< 
have been the character of the Englifh^ about 
two hundred and fifty years. ago. It is a re- 
fpedable mark of learning, to be able to read 
and write. However, the rifing generation will 
poifefs an advantage over their parents, in this 
ri?fpe£t ; as ichocJs are now efiablifhed in almoft 
every village. When I refided at Zuyiefteif$^ 
moft of their bills upon me were drawn out by 
the fchool-nufter, and acquitted by the fign of 
the Cra(s ; which I fuppofe had originally the 
folemnity of an oath, that the demand was duly 
paid. In confequence of not being able eo 
minute down every article, diekr memojries be-*- 
come extremely accurate and tepacious. They- 

i continue, 
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continue, to this day, to create and change 
nanves ad libitum. One countryman is diftin- 
guiihed by the appellation of Jan Boery John 
(the) Farmer, whofe father was Birk (the) 
Miller. A farnner contiguous to my manfion 
was born at Bois le Due, in Dutch, Hertogs Bo/cb; 
Anglice, Duke*s fVood. He planted himfelf^ 
ttpon his firft emigration, on the north fide of 
a range of hills, near to Leerfumy and was there 
knwon by the name of Van den Boftb^ from the 
Wood. Upon his coming oyer-theie hills, and 
taking a farm near to my refidence, he was 
known by the name of Frix Overbergy Frederick 
Over-bill. My refpeftable Perfonage was only 
known among the common people by Myn- 
heer op Zuyleftein ; and had I tranfplanted myfelf 
to any fpot in their neighbourhood, my family 
would have been termed the Van Zuyleftein 
family. 

It is common for thofe who refide in cities^ 
amidft profligate manners, to extol the fimplicity 
*nd purity of rural charaftcrs. But they do not 
fufficiently diftinguilh between manners and 
moralSy or between open extravagance and fccrct 
depravity. When I refided among thefe pea-i 
fants, I was not only feveral removes from either 
the polifli or the icnmcMralities which characterize 
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cities, but, as already hinted, I felt myfelf thrown 
more than a couple of centuries backwards in 
the world. I have been at fomfc pains to ac- 
quaint myfetf with the originals, from whom fuch 
pleafing copies are taken, and am convinced 
that thefe pretended copies arc, in general, ftroi^ 
exaggerations. I have often found external fim- 
plicity connefted with much flynefs of dif- 
pofition. To cheat and out-wit a perfon who is 
in a more elevated ftation, if they be not his im- 
mediate dependents, is the profeffed trial of Ikill, 
and the perpetual boaft of almoft every farmer* 
They arc externally fubmiffive to fuperiorsj in 
general, civil to ftrangers 3 and, if not in a ftate 
of enmity, very cordial, generous, fympathifing> 
among one another. Their enmity is impla- 
cable. It is enkindled and burns with ardour on 
each fide, according to family connexions \ no 
refpeft being had to the caufe, or the juftice of 
the quarrel. They feem to think that the in- 
jjinftion to forgive an injury, is one of the fe- 
vercft; and it would be impoffible to make 
them comprehend the dignity of feeking recon- 
ciliation. They are pretty regular in their at- 
tendance upon publick worfliip on the Sunday, 
and as regularly return home intoxicated on the 
market-day. The crime of adultery is fcarcely 
known among them 5 of fornication, not very 
3 frequent i 
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frequent ; and the triumphs of fcduftion, never. 
Their conduft towards each other, though coarle, 
is fincere. They are ftrangers to that du^ licity 
which the polite world is obliged to praftife, 
merely to avoid giving offence, or to conciliate 
efteem. But then, if they be fincere, they are 
often very coarfe. 

From the above Iketch, you will think with me, 
good Sir, that painters and nnoralifts either make 
a feledion of the moft pleafing objedls with de- 
fign and in order to embellilh a pifture ; or, by 
contemplating rural fcenes at a diftance, they do 
not difcover that roughncfs which would deform 
their landfcape. The charafter of the peafant, 
his habitation, his employments, are all foftened, 
flattered, and embellifhed by their pencil. They 
are all made to exhibit ideas of rural felicity in 
defcription, which will not ftand the teft of clofe 
infpeftion. Their very bog-fties and dung-hills^ 
although the terms themfelves are almott too in- 
delicate to be committed to paper, are fuppofed 
to be without filth, and to emit no ofF^nfive 
odour: Their habitations are fuppofcd to be 
proofs againft the rudeft blafts, and mofl: pe- 
netrating cold: — Their labours are fupp«^i d 
to be without anxiety or fatigue:- Difeafe is 
thought never to enter their happy dwellings^ 
and the poiTefibr is contemplated without vice 
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or guile ; a complete model of innocence, Gm- 
plicity, and hofpitality ! 

There is great pleaRire in re-tracing former 
ideas, and recalling former fenfations. You will 
therefore pardon my hovering fo long about my 
quondam neighbourhood. 


LETTER 
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LETTER V, 

Nimeguen, 
Kraanenbergr. 

AFTER riding fomc miles upon the Hhine 
Dyke, we eroded the Betnwe^ and mounted the 
fVaal Dyke on the oppolite^ or fouthern fide. 
This Dyke is very lofty; being the only barrier 
againft the fFaal\ which is the largeft ramifica- 
tion of the Rhine. On the fide of the BttuwCy 
It is much above the trees and the cottages ; and 
ib narrow on the top, that, in many parts o£ 
it, two carriages cannot pafs each other without 
die utnu)^ caution. On this left fide^ the danger, 
in cafe of an accident, does not appear extreme; 
as the trees and roofs of the cottages feem pre« 
pared to break the fall. But on the right fide, 
towards the River, the mind hovers undecided to 
which kind of death we are nK>ft expofed, that of 
being daihed to pieces, or of drowning, as the 
carriage, after rolling down the fteep declivity^ 
muft inevitably fall into the River. But the 
danger is chiefly in appearance. The roads are 
kept m very good order^ the cattle are moftly 
docile^ and their drivers cautious. 

D4 From 


40 The RHINE* 

From the top of this Dyke is a very ex- 
tenfive profpeft. Nimeguen^ which is feated on 
the oppofite fide of the IVaal^ and contiguous 
to its borders, appears in a pleafing, and rather 
a flattered point of view. We paffed the JVaal 
by means of SL^Geer-irug, or flying-bridge, as it is 
termed ; which is large enough to convey over 
fcveral hundred perfons, and a number of car- 
riages. There are feveral bridges of this kind 
upon the Rhine j as its rapid current, fwoln by 
the fudden thaw of fnow and ice, or by heavy 
rains, would fweep away thofe of the common 
conftruftion. They feem to pafs and repafs of 
themfclvesj which gives them an air of en- 
chantment. 

The bridge is formed by two large lighters 
placed contiguous to each other, and covered 
with planks fo as to make a plat-form. It is 
kept in its ftation by means of feveral long, 
ropes, proceeding from each extremity of the 
bridge, to an equal number of boats placed at 
anchor at due diftances from each otjaer, above 
and below the bridge. Its motion i|^dire6kcd 
by the helms afiixed to each of thefe l^hters i 
and this, motion is rendered more fteaajl by ^ 
large cable that is flung over a kind of gajlows 
credted acrofs the bridge, and attached tp the 
boats at anchor above and below it -, by which a 

confiderable 
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conGdcrablc prcflure is obtained. The principle 
f is obvious. The ftreann afts as a force from above, 

and endeavours to propel the whole body down 
the river. This is prevented by the faftcnings* 
The oblique direftions of the helms, make this 
power aft diagonally. The confequence muft 
be a latteral motion ;, and the bridge may be 
made, by alternate direftions of the rudder, to 
pafs from the right to the left fide of the river at 
pleafure. 

The Dutch give it the name of Geer-brugi 
becaufe it is confined by fliackles : or, in other 
words, it is put into geers. 

You need not to be informed that Nimeguen, 
or, as we Dutch fpell it, Nymegen^ is fituated in 
the fouth-eaft extremity of the province of 
Guelderland ; and that it is much tiie largeft 
town in the province, alrhou ii Arnhem is 
deemed the Capital^ from iis being honoured 
' with the Aflembly of the States of Guelderland. 
Nimeguen is fuppofed to contain about fifty thou- 
fand inhabitants. It is the grand emporium of he 
produfts Of Germany, as Rhtnilfh win ,s Seltzer 
water, iron, glafs, fJt, &c. for the furround- 
ing towns and villages. Nimd^uen is a fo the 
frontier town in the Dutch provinces, in *hc 

caftNrrii 
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eaftern diredlion. Its fortifications arc very cx-» 
tenfive, requiring a garrifon of at Icaft thirty 
thoufand men to do them jufticc. They arc in 
good prefervation. The Citadel is placed on a 
proje<3:ion of land which gives it a great com- 
mand oyer the furrounding diftrift. From the 
Belvidere of this citadel is a moft delightful 
profpe£t of the Rhine^ in its unity and pleni* 
tudci of its two ramifications I of the Maazi, and 
the TJely with the countries they fertilize. The 
fields adjacent to the city^ particularly towards 
the Eaftj have a pleafing and rural afpc6t. Wt 
faw them in their beH: attire, laden with the 
ripening com, variegated with ftreaks of bloom- 
ing clover; that luxury of cattle, the veniibn 
and turtle foup of horfes and oxen ! 

I have not heard of any peculi^tics that 
merit the attention of a ftranger. If he be not in 
hade, he may vifit the Town*houfe, and con«> 
template the chamber in which the articles of 
the peace concluded upon in the year 1677, 
were figned by the deputies from the belligerent 
powers. If this ftranger be either a Dutchman, 
n German, or an Englt/bman, he will rejoice in 
an epoch which checked the turbulent fpirit and 
gigantick ftrides of France, and reftored peace 
and liberty to Europe. 

In 
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. In the year 1788, this town was diftinguilhcd, 
and greatly benefited by its becoming the occa- 
Gonal refidencc of the Stadtholderian family. 
The Prince and his houfehold binng, as it were, 
expelled from the Hague by the violence of op- 
polition^ waited here with patience to try the 
cflFcds of negociations ; which however could 
not be brought to any amicable conclufion. 
Let me juft whifper in your ear, that this moft 
excellent Man^ is a moft indolent and irrefolute 
Prince. His love of peace, and pious dread of 
ihedding human blood, has occafioned the lofs 
of more lives than might have fallen a facrifice 
to vigorous exertions. His confcientious fears 
of doing wrong, have perpetually checked him 
from doing right. He. has been paflive in a 
fituatioo which a wife and good man might have 
improved to the profperity of his country, and 
to the acquifition of populiarity honeftly pur- 
chafed ; which a wife and ambitious man might 
have improved to the augmentation of his own 
power. Though he is neither King nor Sove* 
reign, yet one would think that the Fable of the 
Frogs chufing a King was made for this country, 
and for himfelf. Inaftive as a log, was he 
driven up to this place by the tide of oppo- 
fition J inaftive as a log, was he conveyed back 
again by the powerful current of PruiTian aid. 

Such 
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Such IS the placability of his temper, that, (ince 
his reftoration to authority, he has greatly out- 
ftript the precepts of Chriftianity t—paffed by 
and neglefted his friends, to embrace and re- 
ward his enemies. He has often been repre- 
fented to you as of a tyrannic difpofition ; but, 
fo far from meriting this reproach, I am fully 
pcrfuaded he wifhes for nothing more than to 
enjoy with tranquillity the etiquettes of a Court, 
and the little bufy rounds of publick affairs : I 
am fully perfuadcd that it was the mildnefs of his 
temper that encouraged his enemies to repro- 
bate him fo frequently in the publick papers as 
a tyrant ; and the more exemplary his patience, 
the more abundant were their infults. In (hort, 
without refufing to the Patriots their right to 
effeftuate a reform in their Conftitution, — the 
moment they can agree upon a wife plan ; or 
to retrench the enormous influence given to 
their Stadtholders in the hours of gratitude,— 
the moment they can depofit this power in 
better hands; I am well convinced that they 
feized the opportunity to throw off the yoke, 
and get rid of the burden, becaufe the yoke 
was eafy, and the burden was light; and be- 
caufe the man they oppofcd, was reluftant to 
gall them. 

Upon 
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Upon our entering the city, wc drove imnic- 
diately to the houfc of the Commiflary of the 
Poft. As I have already mentioned, all travelling 
bufinefs is tranfafted through the medium of 
Commiffariesi by whofe regulations, ftrangers, 
and ftrangers only are bound ; to whofe impofi- 
tions the ignorant are made to fubmit, and whofe 
authority and dignity of office are frequcndy 
manifefted by a laconic infolence of ftile. 

Our intention was to take but three horfes to 
Cleves, it being diftant from Nimeguen not more 
than five hours ; that is, fifteen or fixteen miles. 

_ » 

But having, in the thoughtlefTnefs of our heads, 
rather than in the vanity of our hearts, exhibited 
the whole of our equipage before the Com- 
mifTary, we were obliged to continue, or at leaft 
to pay for the fame number ; nor could we get 
ourfclves purged of this fuperfluous horfe, until 
we arrived at Mentz i — fo dangerous is it to itt 
out wrong ! The price of cattle is very dear in 
this town, to Strangers i the inhabitants are 
greatly favoured. We were firft obliged to take 
four horfes ; and fecondly obliged to pay twehe 
guelder s for them ; which, together with the per- 
fonal tax called fajfagie gelt^ amounts to about 
twenty-pence per mile, for horfes alone. This is 
the more unpardonable, as great quantities of 
corn grow in the environs of the city, and the 

province 


46 THERHINB^ 

province is exempt from the heavy taxes both 
upon horfes and their food, with which that of 
Holland is burdened. 

There are two roads from Nimeguen to Cleves. 
The one winds round the hills, and the other 
goes over them- The firft is a cli^^ and the other 
a heavy Jand. The former is prefcrreci in dry 
leafons, notwithilanding it is circuitous, and in« 
tercepted by numberlefs gates. The fall of 
ibme fmart fhowers in the mortting made our 
driver prefer the fand ; and his will mufl: aU 
ways be obeyed by every Itinerant. I was 
well pleafed with the determination, as this road 
was novel to me, and rendered much more 
agreeably by the exteafive profpeAs which in<* 
vited our attention. About half way to Cleves^ 
are the boundaries of ^he two Governments i 
where their High Mightinefs yield the reins to 
his Majefty of Pruflia. 

In the cdebrated conteft concerning the 

eaules of national chara£ber, it appears to me 

that the influence of climate, (imply confidered, 

is much more partial and inconfiderable than 

tkofe of religion, governnient, and occupations* 

The former may render the inhabitants more or 

lefs aftive, but the latter mould the mind into 

particular modes of thinking, and thus afFedt the 

Iprings 


THEHHINX. 47 

fprings of zGAon. The former muft be merely 
fufceptibk of flow gradations ; the latter is im- 
medi^ely Operative. 

In paifing from Holland to the Aufirian Ne* 
therlandsy where the affinity was formerly ib 
clofe ; from thefe to France ; from the jyutcb 
Netherlands into any part of Germany ; at the 
firfl bu'rier^ or at the firft. publick houfe, where 
you gire water to the cattle^ and a dram to their 
driver^ yov perceive a conGderable difference id 
4re& and manners, as well as in language ; and 
the Travelkr often feels, from a general fbme* > 
thing, vdiich he cannot always explain, that he 
is not now as he was five minutes before. 

This road gave us the opportunity of feeing 
Kraanenbergj a fnull city built on the declivity 
of the hill we had pafled. Moft towns of any 
antiquity are renowned for their aftive or paflive 
virtues; or for fome peculiarity or other, of 
which the inhabitant is proud, and with which 
the traveller's curiofity is gratified. Kraanen- 
berg derives its name, which is Anglice Crane^ 
billj from the number of Cranes that ufed to 
aflemble about the caftle when the adjacent 
plain was a morafs. This town has frequently 
been made a transferable commodity j given in 
dowery at the marriage of a Princefs ; thrown as 
a fmall make- weight -into the fcale, every time 
a ther^ 
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there was an attempt nicely to balance the power 
of Princes i placed in the hands of a late enemy^ 
as a pledge or hoftage of future friendfhip ; and 
xc has fometimes received fmall boons, under the 
guife of great privileges, from its lordly mailers* 
Its principal church is celebrated for a mira-^^ 
culous image, whofe hiftory I fhall give you 
when more at leifure. But the true point of 
honour in my eftimation is, — it enjoys freedom 
of religion. Though the Roman is the predo- 
minant Church, a fmall fociety of Proteftants^ 
confiding of about eight families, are neither 
raolefted in their publick worfhip, nor in private 
life fhunned as contageous, or pointed at with 
the finger of difdaia. This teftimony I have 
from one of thofe Proteftants, with whom I be-*' 
came acquainted in Ai^Jierdamm^ 
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LETTER VL 


Kleef, or CleVcs* 

CLEVES and its environs are univeffally 
admired for their fituation, commanding pro- 
fpefts equally beautiful and extenfive. The qty 
is built on the caftern fide of three hills, whofe 
Ihape and pofition have fome fanciful refem- 
blance to a leaf of clover. Klif is German for a 
fteep hilli though we, in adopting the term, 
have appropriated it to the perpendicular fide of 
a rock, % 

The city obvioufly derives it^ name from its 
fituation. It is weft of the Rhine, diftant about 
a mile from the bed of the river. Several 
of the ftreets, from their elevation, extend their 
views many leagues deep into the country, on 
the oppofite fliore; which is variegated with 
hills, woods, towns, villages, pafturage, and fields 
of corn. The fituation of the houfes makes a 
very romantic appearance 3 and in many parts, 
the dwellings in the rear, take a peep at the en- 
chanting profpedt, over the fliouldcrs of thofe 

£ placed 
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placed in the front ranks. The places moft 
diftinguiflied for enjoying thefe fcenes are the 
Citadel^ and the^ country-houfe of the Baronefs 
Van Spaafiy which is fo contiguous to the town, 
that it may be confidered as a part of it. The 
fituation of both is towards the South-Eaft. 
The profpedts from thefe fpots are fo rich and 
beautiful, that they furnifh too luxurious a treat 
for a common meal. They fhould be referved 
for diftant intervals, or occafional vifits. 

You know that the city of Cleves is the capi- 
tal of a duchy of the fame name. Both town 
and country have fufFcred a fate fimilar to many 
others placed in the vicinity of contending 
powers; which neceflarily bcconrie obje6b of 
difpute among rapacious Princes. Like the in- 
ferior city of Kraanenbergy Cleves and its duchy 
have been the Iport of intereft or caprice. In con- 
fequence of wars and of marriages, frequently 
have they changed their mailer. Sometimes 
they have portioned out a Princefs % or, like a 
fop to Cerberus, have foothed a vindiftive 
enemy into a feeiijing friend. The town, as its 
Chronicles report, was almoft deftroyed ill the 
year 1372, and again in the year 1528, by the 
devaftations of contending parties. — The in- 
habitants were rudely handled by the Spanifli in 
the year 1624, until the enemy was expelled bjr 

Prince 


Vrixicc Mauriiz of Najau.— It fuftained a fmart 
bombardment in 1635; when the Spaniards took 
the adjacent fort o( Schenken-Scbans by furprifc. 
—-In 1639, it was moft heavily mulfted by Im- 
perial troops.— In 1640^ conquered by the Hef- 
fians, and the year following^ dreadfully plun- 
dered by the Imperialifts ! 

Thus, O Cleves ! though thou art placed as in 
the bofbm of Paradifc ! —though thou art formed 
for tranquility and rural joys ! - though abun- 
dance fmiles around thee 1 — though thy river 
pours forth its ftores of fifti, and bears every 
diftant luxury on its furface !— though thy fields 
yield their pafturage, and their corn, to the in- 
duftrious hufbandman i thy poultry increafcs 
under the foftering dare of the houfewife ; thy 
orchards abound with fruits, thy gardens with 
falutary herbs, and thy woods with a diverfity of 
game ! — Yet, through the unrelenting ambition 
of Princes, is the hiftory of thy pad years, naught 
but the hiftory of thy Calamities ! The hiftory of 
thy labours is like the labours of the induftrious 
bee and the fkilful fpicjer, deftined every inftant 
to repair the mifchicfs which rude hands have 
brought upon their peaceful workmanfhip \ 

The chief indemnification that it Has received 
for thefc accumulated fufFerings, is, that peace 
was figned and proclaimed within its walls by 
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the Deputies from the United Provinces, and 
the Bilhop of Munfter, in the year 1666. The 
town and duchy are now under the juri(di£lion of 
Pruffia i and as they poflcfs many civil and re- 
ligious privileges, the inhabitants appear con- 
tented and happy, Cleves , enjoys fome trade^ 
though this is very inconfid^rable. Its principal 
refources are derived ffom its being the (eat 
Qf the Regency. 

The refQtmei religion, as we upon the Conti-^ 
nent proudly c^U Calyinifm^ is the ^fiablijbei^ 
But Catholics, Lutherans, Anabaptiils, and Jews, 
s^re allowed the full exercife of their rclpcdtive 
cjtiltes. Among the Rrformed^ there is a German, 
9 Dutch, and a French church ; there is alfb a 
putch Anabaptifts, and a^ Geroian Luik^ran^ 
But we do not hpld thefe 2& reformed. How-^ 
ever, they all give one evidence of the beft kind 
of Reformation :— they live as brethren, and fall 
not out by the way. Nor h^ve they any quarrel 
with the Roman Catholiqks, who are very nu*^ 
iperous, Thefe po0efs» the ^eat Collegiate 
Church. ' The fraternities pf the MiwiriteSyZs^ 
the CapuchinSy have each their church. There is. 
a cloifter of Nuns of the Augufldne order, entitled 
Msuta Zi<m* The Abbefs is an agreeable and 
intelligent woman. In a future letter I fliall 
make you better acquainted with her. 
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I will not detain you with many other par- 
ticulars refpcfting the town of Clevcs. Let me 
however, tranfcribe for you an infcription placed 
on the middle port, which feparates, and I think 
very ungeneroufly, the outward from the inward 
town. The objcft of which feparation is to keep 
the heart whole, Ihould the extremities be lopt 
off. The infcription is as follows : — 

Viia Ftatoris quaji tranfitw : Omnia Jinem 
^uid fuid it kumunius Mundus honorat, hahtnt* 
Tranfi'veri fatres $ Jimul hie tranfihimus ornna : 
In Cctlo fatriam \ qui bene ccepit, babet, . 

The fentimcnt forcibly engaged our attention 
as travellers; and, if you will excufe the 
Monkifm of immundus -Mundus^ the veriification 
is not bad. 

Were you an antiquarian, my good Sir, I 
could furnifli you with fome amufement worthy 
of the name. I could prove to you, from good 
and ample authority, that this city took its 
rife from a Roman colony under Trajan j and 
that its ancient name was Colonia Uppia Trajani. 
But its caftle is now called Swaanenbof^ from 
a ridiculous ftory about a Duchefs and a white 
Swan, invented in times of ignorance, and no 
longer believed s and therefore I fhall not trouble 

E3 you 
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you with It.— This caftle was built in the days of 
Julius Cafavy as appears from the following in- 
fcription on the walls i^-Jnno. ah. Urbe. Romano, 
condita. JexenteJJimo nonageffimo oElavo. Julius, 
dejar. DiSlator. bijce partibus in deditionemjuh- 
aSiis. Arcem. Clivenjem. jEdiJicavit. 

I could alfo inform you, that, fomc few years 
ago, a large oblong veflel of ftone, in the Ihape 
of a CofEn, was dug up adjacent to this city, 
filled with urns containing the aflies of the dead, 
ewers, fepulchral lamp, &c. all of them un- 
queftionably Roman. From the Citadel I could 
alfo point out to you the plain near to the village 
of ^alburgy where the Roman legions ufed to 
perform their exercife. 

But, as I know that you greatly prefer the 
things which are^ to thofe which hav^ been^ — 
though I know not why you ibpuld, where 
they do not more inrimcdiately concern you,— I 
fhall not dig deeper into antiquity, but continue 
upon the furface of modern t^mes. 

Adjacent to the city, in the northern dire6tion, 
and in the road leading from Nymeguen, is a 
large and pleafant Park, richly (locked with 
deer. This Park, or Dfer-guard, as they term it, 
i? about fix miles in circumference ^ of which 
ipace nearly half is mountainous, and the other 

half 
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half is in a lovely vale. It is feparated from 
vulgar land by falajddos j but it benevolently 
gives accefs^ by four gates placed at convenient 
diftances, to all, excepting the canine fpecies, — 
whofe love of venifon might tempt them to a 
breach of decorum. 

Within the Park, and at the foot of a hill, is 
a mineral fpring ; for which the publick, and 
ftill more perhaps the Sovereign, are beholden to 
the chymical abilities and afliduous endeavours 
of the learned Profeffor Schutte. This Phyfician, 
who eftablifhed himfelf at Cleves about the year 
1740, entertained an idea, from the phyfiognomy 
of the foil, that mineral waters might be found 
under its furface j the nature of the foil being fo 
clofely corr^ipondent with that in which mineral 
fprings abound. Having firft obtained per« 
miflion from the late King of Pruflia, he pro- 
cured fkilful miners from different parts of Gcr^ 
many ; whofe opinions coinciding with his own, 
they fet thcmfelves in good earneft to fearch for 
the falubrious ftream. After various difappoint- 
mcnts, and difcouragements arifing from the 
mockery fo liberally beftowed by the indolent 
upon all unfuccefsful attempts, however laudable 
in their defign, and probable in their appearance, 
die truth of his conjedhires was realized by the 

difcovcry of this fpring, 
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Unfortunately for all concerned, it is biit ^ 
a weak chalybeate. The water manifeftly flows 
throOgh a bed of pyrites s but, from a great de- 
ficiency of the fixt air, which is now difcovere4 
to be the diflblving principle of ferruginous parr 
tides, the impregnation is not very confiderable. 
From experiments m^de by the Profeffor, it ap- 
pears, that, by adding an infufion of gall-nuts, 
the waters at Cleves give a deeper hue than thofe 
oi Schw.albacb^'QX of Spaa ^ but the tafte of thefe 
two other minerals is much more pungent to the 
tongue: a clear manifeftation that thefe contain 
ar larger quantity of fixt air, and that the foraier 
is more impregnated with iron* The ful- 
phureous tafte, as I am informed by a gentleman 
to whom the PrpfelTor revealed the fecret, is 
chiefly owing to a quantity of befar /ulpkuris, 
artificially placed in the current of watef. 

The feafon profeflediy begins about the 
middle of July, and clofes with the month of 
Auguft. 

Whether we fuppofe that the medical virtues 
to be derived from mineral waters, depend more 
upon the abundance of this kind of air, than of 
the fubftanceit diffolves ; or whether we continue 
to imagine that the chalybeate itfelf is the chief 
corroborant, the medical virtOes of this fpring 
cannot be very great j as the deficiency of fixt air 
2 muft 
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tmift proportionably diminilh the quantity of the 
fubftance diflblved. 

Notwithftanding the laudable pains taken by 
the Piofeffor to difcover, and the (kill difplayed 
in analyzing, and (anguine hopes concerning its 
qualities, and the felf-deceived ideas entertained 
of its efficacy in the firA effays -, notwithftanding 
the pardonable artifice uiedj notwichilanding the 
affiftance given to thefe efforts by the power and 
policy of the late Frederick 5 the ipring does 
. not rife into high repute. The mineral tafte of 
the water itfclf is too weak to fupport its credit, 
or to make it the bond of union between the 
gay and the dejefted, the idly healthy, and the 
infirm, the young and the aged. This place 
muft otherwife have been the principal refort of 
thoie who fcek either health or rural delights. 
Its agreeable ficuation^ — the extcnfive and beau- 
tiful profpefts that abound in every part of its 
neighbourhood j — the number and variety of 
pleafant walks; — its proximity to one of the 
fined rivers in Europe, and to the fineft part of 
it, where the current is fwoln to its fummit of 
grandeur; — all confpire to render it peculiarly 
invitingj and would certainly have given it the 
preference to mofl other mineral fprings upon 
the Continent. 

I had 
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I had almoft forgotten to mention, that a ftrift 
prohibition of Gaming is another confiderable 
impediment to the efficacy of the waters; it 
being the opinion of two claffes of perfons, who 
frequent thefe publick places the moft,— the 
Genteel worlds and Sharpers, — ^^that no mineral 
fpring can have virtue, that does not furnifh a 
metal much fuperior to vulgar iron. 
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THE late King of Pruffia, being encou- 
raged by our Profeflbr to hope that thcfe waters 
would prove of the greateft utility to ftrangers, 
thought it but equitable that they ihould prove 
of ibme benefit to the inhabitants of Cleves^ and 
ultinia;ely to himfelf He therefore endeavoured 
to render this place the general refort, by ftudy- 
ing every accommodation for Invalids ; nor did 
he ipare any expence in fuitable decorations^ to 
entice fuch to vifit thefe quarters^ who wanted a 
pleafanter motive than the (imple pinfuit of 
health. 

He has built an elegant Domicilium for the 
falubrious fountain^ by way of Tumf-room. This 
is a well-proportioned edifice, about fourteen 
feet fquarc. On its wall the following teftimony 
of pious gratitude is infcribed j which indicates 
that pious gratitude is natural to the heart of 
man 5 and that the heart of man will yield to the 
pleafing impulf<;, when it is too warmly affedted 

by 
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by the accompliftiment of an ardent wifh, to be 
chilled by fophifms : — 

Creatori Deo ter Optimo, maximo; omnis boni unica ac 
'vi'va fcaturiginit SACRUM. 

Sub imperio Celcis. Auguft. Princips. Fred, fecund. 
Magni Borufc. Regis. Anno 1741, tempore belli in Silefia 
feliciter gefti, hie fons niineraHs eft deteftus. Et Anno 
fequepte poft binas vidorias ac pacem Wratifclavienfiam in 
falientis Aquas formam redaflus, et Dei dementia in Ian- 
gucntium falutarem ufum medicum optato effe£lu coUocatus 
ab Inventore lo. Henrico Schutte> M.D. 

His Majefty has further placed two large and 
commodious Hotels adjacent to the fountain. 
The one is fituated on a declivity of a hill within 
the enclofure of the parley the other^ in z 
pkafant vale^ on the oppofite fide of the road* 
This is furnifhed with artificial warm baths.' 

In this vale, at the foot of ^he hill^ and facing 
the hotel, is eredted a Column, of the Ionic ordep; 
on the fummit of which is placed a pedeflrian 
(tatue of iron, reprefencing a warrior in complete 
armour. This figure reprefents the unfortunate 
General Martin Scbenk, who had revolted from' 
the Spanifh fervice to that of the States. At- 
tempting to elcape by water from an unfucccflP- 
ful attack upon Nymeguen, in the year 1589, his 
boat overfct, and the weight of his armour pre- 
cipitated 
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cipitated him to the bottom. We are informed 
by Wagenaar^ the celebrated Dutch hiftorian, 
that his enemies^ prompted by implacable re- 
fentment^ fifhed up the body, for the cruel pqr- 
pofe of fevering the head from the trunk and 
of fuipending his mangled limbs at the different 
gates of the city he had befieged. But the 
Spanifh Governor Varrabmy more humane than 
his fubjedls, coUedted thefe fcattered relids to- 
gether, and depofited them in a coffin. They 
were afterwards buried with due honours by 
Prince JkC^^riVz i the city having furrendered to 
his arms. 

Of the two hotels, that of Roberts^ within the 
park, is the moft agreeably iituated. As you 
admit of a brow of a hill, and the /i?^/ of a hill, 
^iow me to fuppofe that it may alfo^ have a lap^ 
and that this houfe of venal hofpitality is fhugly 
placed in it. The ground adjacent to it, al- 
though it exhibits a perpetual declivity, has a. 
pleafing irregularity of furface. The tout en-^ 
Jetnble forms a kind of hanging garden, which is 
beautified with buildings, and enlivened with 
rivulets, cafcadcs, and jets, d'eau. I have al- 
ready mentioned the pumprroom and column at 
the bottom of the hill. Towards its fummit is 
an elegant Pavilion. This is called the AmphU 
theatre, h confifts of an odlagon Cupola, about 

twenty- 
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twenty-five feet in diameter, placed in the cenitef 
ornamented with two femi-circular arcades, 
formed by fourteen pillars on each fide. The 
brow of the mountain is covered with woods. 
A meandering walk through them, leads the^ 
ftranger up to the fummit, and finally places 
him upon the elevated plain. 

From this eminence the profpcft is extenfite 
and delightful. It commands the north-weft 
part of the town, and projefts to an immenfe 
diftance beyond it. It exhibits, on the right 
hand, and on the oppofite fide of the Rhine, 
a view of the ancient city of Emerick, with the 
many villages in its neighbourhood. On the 
front, and towards the left hand, is the lofty and 
cxtenfive mount Eltenbergy alfo on the oppofite 
fide ; with the fertile and variegated country fur- 
rounding it. Eltenberg is by far the^ moft ma- 
jeflic mountain within the reach of vifion. It 
fl:ands at the extreme point of a promontory, at 
about fix miles diftant, and is the termination 
of a large chain of hills, that runs parallel to the 
eaftern fliore of the Rhine, at tjhe diftance of 
eight or ten miles from its borders. 

I have already obferved that the name of 
Kleef is derived from the term Cliffy and I fliould 
have told you that the mountains on this fide 
the river are abrupt terminations of an elevated 

country 
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country lying towards the Weft : confcqucntly, 
between thefe cliffs and the hills on the opposite 
fide, is an extenfive plain^ through which the 
Rhine has formed its courfe. Eltcnberg termi- 
nates the chain of hills on the North-Eaft s and 
Nymeguen the chain connefted with Clevcs on 
the North- Weft. The Rhine is in this place 
extremely large. Having received the plenteous 
tributes of numberlefs rivers, that pour their 
ftores into it, and the lefler gifts of rivulets 
flowing from the contiguous mountains, it fwells 
with pride as it flows to Schenkenfchans (literally 
Schenks-fori) ; where, as if unable to fupport its 
volume, it ieparates into the two large branches 
I have already defcribed, and whofe hard fate I 
fo fincerely bewail. 

From the face of the country, there is great 
reafon to conclude that the main Ocean once ad- 
vanced as far as the two projeding points of 
Eltenherg and Nimeguen, and that the vale be- 
tween the two ranges of hills, was a creek of the 
fea ; that the Betuwe, and the whole territory on 
the North and Weft of, it, was formerly the bed 
of the ocean. A more minute defcription 
would prove tedious 5 but, could you obfcrve 
and judge for yourfclf, you would conclude with 
Oie, that there are not flronger evidences from 
the appearances of nature, that the Rhine has 

forfaken 
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forfakcn his former channe]^ as befcM'e dcftribe<!>- 
than that thefe parts were once the domain»^ 
of Neptune. 

X ihall make no other ufe of thefe ifldiclations> 
than to- obferve that the idea added greatly Co* 
the magnificence and folcmnity of the Scene I 
The many changes which have obvioufly taken 
place on the globe, while they furnifh matter 
for rational curiofity to the philolbpher, infpire 
the moralift with humility not unplealing, nor 
unconnefted with a certain elevation of mind!— 
He wonders alike at what has been, and at what 
is to come ! Placed on this narrow ifthmus of 
cxiftence, he admires in filent adoration the faft^ 
and repofcs his confidence for tht /iifUre, in that 
Agency which is as wife, as it is myftcrious and 
irrefiftablc 1 

When tired* of contemplating this prpfpeft, 
by pafllng through the wood on the fummit of 
the mountain, a fine campaign country opens to 
your view ; and^, in the fpace of a quarter of an 
hour, you may reft yourfelf on one of the four 
feats placed round a large central tree; from 
-from whence are extended, in every direftion, 
twelve alleys of fpacious lime-trees. This fpot 
is called Starrberg (Star-hill). The trees were 
planted, it is faid, by Prince Mauritz of Najfau 
SUgen. The view from each vifto is tenninated 

by 
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by a caftlc, a village, or a city; and you may fuc- 
ccffivdy dircft your eyes towards Cleves, Kranen^ 
bergy Rhenen^ Arnhem^ Ddejburgy &c. &c, &c. 

I am by no means lingular in my admiration 
.of the environs of; Cleves. If great names be 
of any authority, though alas ! they arc now 
terribly upon the decline, I could fupport my 
opinion by that of the Duke of Burgundy ^ who, 
paffing through this country in the year 1702, 
exclaimed that his Sovereign, l^ouis the Four- 
teenth, would have given eighty millions of 
livres (which apprpaches to four millions fter- 
ling) for fuch a diftridt as Cleves, could it, by 
any means in the world, be conveyed to the 
neighbourhood of Verjailles ! Now this was 
faying much ; for the fituation of Verfailles is 
the reverie of being unpleafant, and at this 
period, Louis the Fourteenth was mod miferably 
poor. 

If you be fatigued and exhaufted with this 
ramble, you may defcend into the vale, and re- 
frefti yourfelf in either of the hotels. It is of 
no' great moment which you prefer, for the re- 
ception is civil, and the price of every article is 
fixed by Majefty itfelf. 

To prevent any impofition, but thofe fane* 
tioned de fart Ic Rot, the late King authorized a 

F fct 


fet. of regulations, refpefting the prke of rddms, 
meals, wines, &:c. According to thefe, yoij may 
flecp contifortably for J!ve guilders (about hinft 
ibiiiings) per week ; break&ft fotjk'pentei dine 
for Jixtten ; fup for twelve ; have a bottle of 
decent Rhenilh wine, containing three pints, for 
eigbttefty and of Mofdle iorftxUin. 

Thcfe prices may appear to you Very rtio* 
derate ; but for this duchy, the articles are efti- 
mated at a very high rate. As the hotels are 
principally frequented by my countrymen the 
Dutch, who come here in confideraWe numbcrs> 
to breathe z purer atmofpher^, and to form 
feme ideas of a mountain; and> as Fnderick 
knew that the Dutch were a wealtliy people^ 
and that his own fubjeds in thefe quarters, had 
not much fpecie in circulation, he judicioufly 
eftimated the price of moft articles according to 
the value of money in Holland j which renders 
the expences in thcfe two privileged houfes, ad- 
jacent to die fpring, nearly double to thofe 
incurred at any other inn adjacent to, or within , 
the city. According to the currency of Cleves, 
a guilder is valued at thirty-fix ^«A^^, or p€n<e, 
while its value in Holland is not more than 
twenty. But a Jlul^er will purchafe as much in 
the unprivileged hotels, as a Jfyver, or a Dutch 
penny, in either of thefe. 

3 The 
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J€hs ttyi, hamv^y is paid without the le^ft 
jtiunmif ing or repining. They are urtder no oWi- 
gatioris to lodge Jiere ^ and th^ncfore there is no 
€a«fe f(» complaint.— T6 ^K>c^ona! vifitors, the 
Ajp^rtor fiitiation o(f thcfe inns, is richly ^worth 
Ae diJffiN*eflce of expence.-^Befides, let trie tdl 
yotf, my CQontrymen are, in general, flattered 
with this compliment of diftinftion 5 and many 
of them would hold^it as a dilgrace to be lodged 
in a cheaper hotel. I affure you. Sir, that we 
Dutch are as pleafed and elated with the ideas of 
comparative wealth, as the German or French 
Nobility are with thofe of blood or title, — Nor 
are we fuch univerfal ceconomifts as is generally 
imagined. It is true, that in the daily con- 
fumption of our houfehold, we drink bad wine, 
and wretched tea, with coarfe fugar, to fave two- 
pence per bottle in the one, and three-pence per. 
pound in the other article : but, in our occa- 
fional purfuits of pleafure, or when diipofed to 
make collections of natural or artificial curiofi* 
ties, we can be very profufe. I will alfo add, 
with exultation, that in our occafional a£ts of 
gencrofity, and in our frequent, very frequent 
ads of charity, we are extremely liberal. 

Thefe rural fcenes, and the cheapnefs of 
living, are ibmetimes inducements for perfons 

Fa of 
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of fmall independent fortunes to retire to Clews. 
They would doubclefs operate more powerfully^ 
did it not fo frequently happen^ that fpendthrifts, 
bankrupts^ and gallants^ expofed to the laQi of 
the Belgic law^ nuke a precipitate reti'eat to thefe 
quarters* Hence it is^ that the natives look upon 
flrangers that feek a refidence among them^ with 
a fulpicious eye. 
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MY firft vifit to Cieves was made in the 
year 1784, with, as you Englifli exprels your- 
felves, ^/nug party of friends. We (pent fcveral 
days very agreeably in rambling about the en- 
virons, vifiting the churches and monafteries, 
and in collecting many of the materials which 
furnifhed the fubjeft of my laft letter. We 
lodged in the Park^ where there was much gen- 
teel company, and an excellent publick table. 

I remember that one evening, while we 
were at fupper, during the fulpenfion of the: 
mufick, a very pretty Nun, neatly drefTed, en- 
tered the room, and humbly fupplicated a boon 
for the dear Lady of Kevelaar, that her chapel 
might be fupplied with lights, to burn day and 
night before her. Not having the honour of a 
particular acquaintance with this lady, I en- 
quired fvbicb of the Virgin Maries Jhe might he ? 

While the Nun was going round to t^try 
perfon preient, the following account of the 

F 3 Kevelaar 
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Kevelaar Virgin was- given me by a motherly 
Gentlewoman, who fat next to me at table j of 
which you are welcome to believe juft as much 
as you pleafe. 

" Sir/' anfwercd Ihe, with fuch unafFefted 
compofure of countenance, as left no doubt with 
me, but that fhe believed the whole, *' Kevelaar 
is a village in that 'part of Guelderland that is 
under the dominion of PruJJia. It was forn?ierly 
a miiferable hamlet, confiftyig of a few decayed 
houfes; but it is now in fo :3oufiihing a ftate, 
that it fciarcdy yields to any of your vili^es in 
HoHatui. It is indebted for this truly* miraculous 
change, to an image of our dear Lady, that is 
preferved in a chapel of ftone, and that is vifited 
from all quarters. 

•* There are many reports refpefting this 
image; but you may depend i^pon; the follow- 
ing, as the aM}ft authentick.' — A devout Maiden 
difcovercd, upon the fpot where, the ch^j^el is 
now placedj an hillock <^ a ficgular :ekvation ; 
and, upon approaching, fhe fbund that it co- 
vered a fmali image of a iemak, which fhe im- 
mediately knew, by an inward impulfe, to be the 
im^ge of the BlefTed Virgin, She gave informa- 
tion of this diicoveiy to th^ villagers, who con« 
yjeyed it, with all the pomp their cxtrtmc po- 
verty would admit/ tp the pariih churdi. It 
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&cmed> however^ that the image had acquired ft 
local attachment to this particular fpots and^ 
watching the. opportunity while the peafan;s 
were afleep, it walked out of the churchy and 
laid itfelf down as before. The religious pro- 
ceflion was repeated, and again 0ie efcaped 
at midnight to the fame beloved hillock, and 
buried herfelf under its furface. It is alfo faid^ 
that an inhabitant of Guelder^ uppn paying his 
devotions before a Crucifix near to Kevelaar, 
heard a voice ordering him to build a Chapel 
upon the very fpot. Paying little attention to it 
at firft, the command was renewed. The good 
man now gave information of what he had heard 
to his wife, who confirmed his faith, and ani-- 
mated His pious refolutions, by a vifion flie had 
had the preceding night. She faw before her a 
model of the projcfted chapel, with a figure of 
our Lady in paper, exaAly refembling, in ihape 
and fize, the miraculous image."— , 

I perceive you grow impatient, my friend, at 
the circumftantial narrative of fuch folemn noiv 
fenfej which you will fay is fcarcely fix for 
children to hear^ and none but children can be* 
lieve. But you are much miftaken. The above 

« 

account Is believed by thoufands and tens of thou* 
faodsif who have as much a claim to rationality, 
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in every other refpeft, as any of us. Nothing, 
tny good Sir, can be infignificant that has an 
Energy ; and that energy muft be grekt, which 
influences the faith and praftice of fuch mul- 
titudes, even at the prefent moment. Therefore, 
by your leave, I will go on with my ftory ; or 
rather, I expeft that you will not interrupt my 
female friend, in her attempt to give me a fa- 
vourable impreffion of the miraculous image. 

" This wonderful event,** continued (he, 
" took place in the year 1641 ; and the miracles 
wrought by our dear Lady arc too many and 
too great to be denied by the mod incredulous 
perfons. She daily performs the moft aftonilh- 
ing cures. By fimply touching of this image, 
not only have the more common indifpofitions 
been removed, but the dumb have been made to 
fpeak, the deaf to hear, the blind to fee, and the 
barren have, become fruitful mothers. Wherever 
there has been any failure, it can only be 
afcribed to the want of a due degree of faith in 
the fubjefts.** 


That this good woman is not Angularly fu- 
perftitious, is very obvious, from the numbers 
that vifit the Madona of Kevelaar. They arc 
computed to be not lefs than between two and 
three thoujand annually. The time of their pil- 
2 grimagc 
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grimagc is in the months of July and Auiuft i 
and they go in companies, from fifty to an bun-- 
dredy from different diftriflrs, according to cer- 
tain regulations, neceffary to prevent too great 
an inundation of worfhippers at once. In thiefe 
happy months, the neighbourhood of Kevelaar 
is a perpetual fair. Tents and booths dre eredted 
around the chapel; and every fpecies of re- 
ligious toy, fuch as Crucifixes, Rofaries, Piftures 
of Saints, Agni Dei, and Images of the Holy 
Virgin, -are fold in great abundance. Thefe 
are not only inftruments of devotion, but they* 
aft alfo as charms to cure agues, and other 
diforders. 

Our Lady of Kevelaar appears fomewhat 
whimfical in her tafte; for Ihc feems to have 
a great predileft ion ior Wax y as well as for this 
particular fpot of earth. I am aflured that yoii 
cannot make her a more acceptable prefent, 
than a large ornamented wax candle ; and the 
lize of it is always confidered as the mod ac- 
curate ftandard of your faith and devotion. 
Thofe who have received any local benefit, pre -^ 
fent a waxen impreflion of the part reftored. — 
But how far this cuftom may extend, I will not 
pretend to fay. 

When 
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'Vy'hcn I fojourncd on the borders of Guilder r 
tandy I was not fo deeply initiated \n the niyfter 
ries of this miraculous Innage, as at prefent j but 
I recollect being frequently annufed in the fum- 
mer months, with the concourfe of Pilgrims that 
paffed by my manfion, from Uireckt, ^mers/ord, 
and the villages adjacent. I recoiled alfo> that 
they appeared as blind and as lame upon their 
return, notwithftanding the fatisfaftlon they al-- 
ways exprcfled at the wonders wrought. The 
inns in my neighbourhood were their Caravan* 
/eras, where they paffed the night. As the 
landlords could, not furnifh all of thenn with 
beds, clean Jlraw was ftrewed upon the ground 
of the different apartments, where they flept in 
rows ; the men in one room, and the fena^lc* 
in another. By this regulation, fome oi thofe 
inconveniencies were avoided, which they fay 
are incidental to the common people in Scotland^ 
when they go feveral days journey to the 
Sacrament, 

To return to our pretty Nun, whom I have 
left coUefting contribiitions from the well- 
difpofed. 

A Heretic in company thought to abafli the 
innocent girl, by obferying, that '^ as this Image 

could 
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could work lb many miracles, il^e might pro- 
vide herfeW with candles, without follcittng coa- 

tributknjs." > 

A ^anftv blufix of indignation flew into her 
cheeks. * SJie fu&rcd difcretion, however, to re- 
fti:ain itSv(tbin due bounds, and merely anfwered. 
In a modeft tdne, diat '' as the Blei&d Vii^o 
was occujMed in doing good to others, fhe muft 
think herfelf entitled to a fmaH tribute of grati- 
tude in return ; which would finally prove more 
beneficial to her votaries than to herfelf/' 

*' The good Ihe does,'' vociferates a fly- 
looking unbeliever from the oppofite fide of the 
table, '^operates as flowly, in my opinion, as the 
polfon ufed by ibme tribes of Indians; for I 
have known feveral cripples hobble to Kevelaar 
fix years confecutively, without deriving the 
leaft advantage from their journeys/' 

He atoned for the fcverity of this remark 
by throwing a Guilder^ in value about twenty- 
pence, acrofsthe table. 

Compound emotions were vifible upon her 
countenance. She took up the money, and an- 
fwered, with a forced fmile, *^ The time will 
certainly come. Sir." — A liberal contribution 
fcnt her away latisfied upon the whole. 

X 

But, 
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But, whatever may be the cafe with the Nun^ 
/ am by no means fatisfied. I do not mean to 
arraign our Lady of Kevelaarzs an impoflor. I 
believe {he does fome good, and ^ill wager that 
fhe cures an ague as well as the belt Talifman* 
But I charge her as guilty of a very indecent 
monopoly, by undermining the true and lawful 
claims of the Crucifix at Kraanenberg^ with 
which I promifed to make you acquainted. 
Sorry I am to bring it out of obfcurity, to the 
difhonour of this Madona of Kevelaar. You 
fhall hear and judge between us. 

The Crucifix at Kraanenbirg was formed in 
a ftill more miraculous manner, between the 
years 1279 and«. 1308^ which was more than 
three hundred years before our Lady of Keve^ 
laar had taken it into her head to cover herfelf 
over with this fame peat. A fhepherd having* 
received a confecrated wafer in Communion at 
Whitfuntide, laid it, by fome accident or other, 
between two branches of a tree. The wafer 
funk into the tree. About twenty-eigbt years 
afterwards, the tree was cut down, and the wafer 
fell out of it, entirely in the prefent form of 
a Crucifix. This Crucifix ufed to be worfliiped 
by numberlefs votaries, and to perform all the 

wonders which are now wrought at Kevelaar. It 

was 
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was alfo carried in folemn proceffioiij every 
fVbit/untide^ to the edification and comfort of 
thoufands. But the Kevelaar Image, like a 
pointed condudor, has drawn all the virtue from 
it, arid rendered it totally inert. — The Crucifix 
muft have had more than Chriftian patience, or 
it would have avenged its caufe by fbme judicial 
miracle ! 

You plainly iee what a juggling trick this has 
been of the Virgin. She has taken away all the 
honour, power and profits from one that has 
a prior right,— one that is more than three 
hundred years older than herfelf,— one that was 
bom in a more miraculous manner than ihe could 
be l-*-Not a foul knows from whence that image 
came I — It could not be from heaven, for they 
fay, it has no very angelic countenance % and we 
will not fuppofe it to have been an ou^-cafl^ 
and, like Vulcan^ to have been thrown over the 
battlements. 

Refpefting the Crucifix, nothing in the world, 
can be more credible, and at the fame time 
miraculous, than the whole of its hiftory. 
The Prieft, as we all know, by confecrating 
the wafer, converted it into genuine body and 
blood. It was therefore endowed with a vital 
principle, and with the power of afting, or elfc 
the whole procefs of transformation would be 

of 
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of no moment. The v/^kr^ thms qudlifkd, 
could eafily^ in knitation of the ifaephefxl*^ boys 
that furrounded it, employ its Idfur^e hotii^ in 
cutting it£blf up into a Crucifix, This is piaki; 
for, if the Prieft be able to make oac meiamor" 
fbofcs and turn a wafer into a God> who dares 
to a0ert that this god-wafer is not able to make 
another, and to change its mode of exiilence as 
often as it pleaies ? and, wlio wili (ay thac/f^ 
cnatkn k not better than a doubtful mginai ? 

Theie^ my good friendsj are the fa£ts ; and I 
leave you to form your opinion about them. 
Freely to confefs my own, I think that/tfi/--^/^ 
issjewtl every wfaene, and ought to be^obferred 
hff tks; im^0s of Saints^ as ;wcli as by S^iinte 
fbimfrlvesi 
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Clevts. 


I ]vfEiit*iONfiD to you^ that the firft time I 
vifitad this pUifCCj curiofity led the company ta 
^ feme of die Motiafteries and Cloiftcrs^ with 
which it abounds. I Ihould not deferve the 
chara&er of a faithful narrator, which it is my 
ambition always to maintain^ did I contend from 
you a defeat in argunMnt^ or (bmething Very 
much like itj Which I Aifiered in the Cloifter of 
MsuHi Skn. 

The MatPOrt^ who &ewed tts all that was 
Yifibk to profane eyes» luch as the Chapeli the 
Aefe^korjF^ ^c was a polite^ well*informed per- 
£in« She ^oke the French language with great 
fluency and elegance $ and^ as you will find in 
the ifiue, ihe was better acquainted with the 
.world* than could have be«n fts^pedod fiom a 
Rccloie. 

'. After we had purchafird iome models in waz^ 
of the different orders of Mol^s and Nunsi, 

and 
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and fomc artificial flowers, which, with various 
other articles, were the work of thofe daugh- 
ters of retirement, by which they benefit the 
Eftabiifhment, while they amufe their vacant 
hours, — the Matron politely invited us to reft 
ourfelves in her own apartment. This invitation 
the fatigues of our morning rambles had made 
too acceptable to be refufed. 

The difcourfe naturally turned upon the In- 
ftiturion ; and, among other articles, . we en- 
quired how many Nuns there might be fe- 
queftercd from the world within thefe walls ? 

She anfwered, they were only twenty'-eigbt 
in numl^cr. 

My imagination immediately took fire! — I 
contemplated them all as in the bloom of youth 
and beauty, formed to enjoy and to communi- 
cate happinefs, in civil life, and in the conjugal 
ftate ! I viewed them as agreeable companions, 
dutiful children, afFedtionate wives, tender mo- 
thers, — had they been permitted to follow tlic 
laws and propenfities of nature ! Under this inv 
preflion, an exclamation efcaped me— 

"Good God !" cried I, " only twenty-eight of 
•the -lovelieft of the human fpccies buried alive 
within this gloomy manfion ! Do you iay on^^. 
Madam?— It is, in my opinion,. too man^ by 

the whole number r* - 

^ . "And 
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<« And why," anfwercd the Matron, *^ will 
you not confider them in the true light— y&^/- 
teredfrom tbejiorms of life ?'* 

" But, Madam——" 

" Permit me. Sir, to interrupt you. I know 
what you are about to urge. — You think thefc 
young creatures loft to fociety. — You imagine 
that they are involuntary, and confequently, 
wretched prifoners ! — A fuggeftion arifcs within 
your mind, that it would be a meritorious a£fc to 
break down thefe walls of their confinement, 
and refcue them from the facred vows they have 
been compelled, or feduced to make 1" 

I bowed my affent to her.ftatement of the 
objeftion. 

'* But why will you permit your fancy to 
give fuch a partial and fallacious ftatement of 
their fituation ? Is it not much more probable 
that they are fcreened from the numberlefs evils 
to which our fex are peculiarly expofed ? — Arc 
there no unrelenting parents in the world?— no 
falfe and perjured lovers ?-— no cruel and n^lcdt- 
ful hufbands ? — no difobedient, or even un- 
happy children?— faithlefs friends ?—forfakcn 
orphans ?'* 

I granted that there were too many. But I urged 
that it was a cowardice equal to fuicide, thus to 
oppofe the laws of nature, and the duties claimed 
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by focietjr ;— thus to feck a fpecies of g. prema* 
ture death, in order to efcape the many cvih of 
life . — thus to fccurc an illicit exemption fron=^ 
both the adtive and paffivc duties, the proper 
difcharge of which arc )the bcft preparations for 
heaven ! 

" Within thefe walls. Sir, they are difciplined 
to the duties of each cJafs. Refpefting the paj/lvf' 
duties, they are taught fobordinatioiv to their fu- 
periors s mutual forbearance with each otheri— 
for little humours and caprices will Ihcw them-*' 
fclves, wherever there is an original diverfity of 
charader ; and I will alfo add, that where any 
may havt taken the Veil from improper motives, 
they have impofed upon themfelvfes the tafk of 
lubmitting with patience and refignation to the 
confequcnces of thehr hafty refolutions. Perhaps 
fbefe hare peculiar reafons for thankful refigna- 
. tion J for they who moft repent of their choice^ 
were in the greateft danger from the fcduftioos' 
of the world.** 

. " As to aifhe duties, they hare Aem alfo. 

They are all engaged in fame ufefol or innocenif 

employments, which afford elegant amufements 

. t<^ .your gaycp world,^ while they contribute to 

,-.iupport the expences of this houfc of retirement. 

• In point of utilifyy therefore, they are no more 

loft to fociety^ than j^^«!r milliners,. j^«r artificial 

fiorifts. 
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:i5, t)r that nwacrmis dafs of fonelcs 
among you, ^ho fuppoii thismfdves by con*- 
tributing to the degaticits of life. To thefe 
daily occupations, aire added thofe move im- 
porcant ones, of ^hich thtre are but few traces 
in your worlA-- th fa crrJ idniks tf rtiigion.^-^ 
Here they arc taught that thei« is a Godj and 
a future ftate ; and the prime objetS of their at- 
lefTtion is tb prepare Kot it; If there be any 
benefit from the prayers of the rightetnais,— if 
thefe avail much^ — their interccflions will alio 
diffufc a blefiing over niankindi 

^ Thtis," added Ihej *' eatcepting in the tingle 
Article of Celibaxy^ they are equally ufeful with 
the moll induftriou3 and md^itsotiotrs of their fexj 
Vrithaut thefe wails 5 attd^ let vat addi are in- 
finitely better employed than the majority of 
fhofc for whom they labotin'* 

A lorrd^ feiiialei in the ftovitiate ftatc, as ap* 
peared by her drefs^ happened at this inftant to 
be pairing by the window on the oppcxfite fide of 
the area; I fat in a dirc6tion to have a full view 
of her as fhe paflfed. She did not appear to be 
more than Jtxteen years of age, and had n 
pleafingj but^ as I thought, a dejeCt^d counte- 
hancCi Curiofity induced her to make her ttanfit 
as flow as poflible \ but doty impelled her to be 

G 2 in 


S4 T H £ R H 1 N S* 

in motion. This fight animated me to renew 
the attack^ with the ardour of a Knight Errant 
attempting to refcue a damfel in diftrefs ; 

" Madam^ it is ftill to be deeply regretted, 
(hat fuch excellent charaAers, thofe whom you 
defcribe as pofleffing the choiceft virtues of their 
fex, fhould be for ever fecluded from thofe con- 
nexions where their virtues are fo much wanted, 
and where their various qualities would become 
fo eminently ufeful ! — What incomparable wives 
-—What exemplary mothers— What " 

*^ You do not attend fufficiently,*' replied the 
Matron, interrupting me, " to the influence of 
precept and example ; nor confider how far the 
excellencies they poflefs, may be derived from 
this fecluded date, and their being difciplined to 
virtue and religion. The grace of God operates 
by means. Thofe who are expofed to tempta- 
tion, will feel themfelves tempted, and their 
hearts may betray them into wretchednefs. If ' 
thefe young creatures are more innocent, and, 
let me add, more happy than the fame number 
of worldlings of their age, of which I cannot 
entertain a doubt, it is certainly in confequence 
of the vows they have made. 

" Thus, Sir," continued fhe, ** for themfelves^ 
they appear, every circumftance being con- 
fidered, to have made the wifeft choice; and 

they 
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they are equally beneficial to the public with 
thoufands of their fcx, who lead a fceular lifc^ 
The only fubje£k therefore which remains to be 
canvaffed is, that of their Celibacy. And this is 
foon difculTed. 

" The ftrifteft order of Nuns, make that a vo* 
lufttary deed, from the moft laudable motives^ to 
which numbers are obliged to fubmit, without 
the moft diftant claim to merit. What multitudes 
muft remain in a ftate of celibacy^^ or make' a 
moft improper choice \ What multitudes have 
reafon to wifh that they had remained in that 
ftate, who have been conneftcd by honorable 
ties t Not to mention ^hat part of the female 
world, that have fallen a prey to the delufions 
of their own hearts, or tlie treacfitt^us unfuf- 
peftcd feduftions of men. - We acknowledge 
that Marriage is an honourable inftitution i we 
muft know that the very exiftence and welfare 
of the human fpecies, depend upon the inftitu* 
tion I but no individual is from henccf compelled 
to fubmit to it : nor is this general philanthropy 
the paffion which prompts to the marriage unioft4 
In fhort^ fir. Religion and Nattlre have left us 
the right to chufe, whether we will check our 
defires, and remain in a fmaller but fecurer 
circle of uninterrupted contentment, or haaard 
the lofs of what we niight have enjoyed, by imi- 

G 3 petuoufly 
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petuQufly feeking grcatef good. Yqu worU^^ 
lings, ciaim thi$ powrr of chpofing, and prefer^ 
with ^ cpnfcience perfeftly at cafe, cilibacy t^ 
indifcreft marriages 4 and why ihpuld we be dcr 
pnvcd ? Had it been a la>y of nature ^niver- 
Iklly obligatory, that; ^very individual of each 
^Xj, (hould be united to its nfiate^ then havf 
the females under my care bcw guiUy of fin, hy 
renouncing the world. If our religion coqfidere4 
it a duty incunibcnt upon all^ then might you 
with juftice accufc the life of a Nyn, as a vior- 
lation of the Iawa of heaven. But a^ this is not 
the cafe> why* will you deprive us eKcluJivel;}^ qf 
the right to unake a choice, of which very few 
repent, and of which none haye any reafon tq 
repent : — this is more than can be alleged iq 
vindicatipii of numbcrlefs matrimonial conaec-r 
tton$ \ 

^^ 1 ol)ferv€^" continued fhe^ *^ ia my frequent 
converfation with occafipnal vifitofs, ^hat^^f 
fex, Cr, is always more a(fe<5ted wicl) thefe yow^ 
of cbaftity, than ow own \ and I am from hence 
lead to fufpeft, that you are wioTe under the 
inftueftcc <>i Jfilf^intfir^y than of cpmp^ffm. — 
Does the anxiety yoy difcover proceed from the 
confcipufnefs that you are all fuch men of hor 
liour, iuch amiable companioas> io invariably 
difpo&d and qualified tq becptne hufband^ xvor* 

thy 
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thy" of poffeffing? And do you infer from 
hence, that our fex ncceflarily fufFers an infinite; 
Jofs, by being for ever fecludjed frpm yours ? 
You y/ill not have the injuftke or the vanity ^ 
niaintaia the propofition^ How then can you^ 
be aflfured that their plunging i^to life, would 
not make them the real obj^Ss of that pompaf- 
fion which is now thrown away upon them? 
Jf the motives of that pity your fex fo re* 
peatedly exprefs, were genuine, you would not 
(6 hccdlcfsly, not to fay bajtfy^ diffufe wretched* 
nefs over myriads of the females that are flfill 19 
your power. —irl fuppofe, Sir, you are not imac*- 
quainted with Lx}ndon, as I perceive by your 
appearance a^d accent, that you are an £ngr 
Jiftiman ?'• 

I anfwered, that London had formerly bat n th< 
place of my refidencc, 

*^ Can you fprm any cftimate of the number 
of thofe unhappy girls that fupport a miferablc 
exiftence, by being kept.miftrefles or by public 
proftitution V* 

" I cannot, bwt tbey are certainly very nui- 
merous.'* 

«^ I have been affured (fays the Abbefs) that 
they amount to not lefs than forty thousand ; 
pf whom many thoufands are merely children !** 

G 4. I hope 
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I hopcj Madam^ that this is an exaggerated 
rcprcfcntation. 

V The cftimate is formed by thofe who feem 
iirell qualified to judge, and who have taken 
great pains to be as accurate as the fubjed: 
will admit. I am further informed, that the 
inhabitants of that great metropolis are eftimated 
from/even to nine hundred tboufand i let us take 
the medium, * eight hundred thoufand. Of 
this number, we will fuppofe the half to be fe- 
males^ and of the fouvy one hundred thoufand 
are at the age which attra6ls the attention of 
your fex. It will appear too plain from this view, 
that only ^xty tboufand out of the hundred, 
are in the way of honourable marriage : and 
were we to fuppofe that one-third of thefe are 
prevented from marriage by prudential motives, 
or from other caufes, the Ihameful rcfult would 
be, that the quantum of vicious and of virtuous 
connexions is nearly equal r 

• The rapid xncreafe of the buildings, in every diredtion, 
around the metropolis, fince the above eftimate was made» 
renders it probable, that the number of inhabitants is in-r 
(leafed in fi)me proportion ; and as large cities are fo un- 
favourable to morals, there is too much reafon to apprehend^ 
that the number pf the diflblute will alfo be proportionabty 
augmented* 

^ I would 
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'* I would advife your fcx, and thofe of you, 
whofe reformed tenets make you Ihudder alike 
at the doftrines and the ceconomy 6f our holy 
Churchj to throw your compal&on into this 
channel, and not upon thofe inftitutions, which 
are eftablifhed to diminifh wretchednefs ; which 
have covered the face of beauty from fliamc, 
and from the contempt of its feducers !" 

I muft freely confefs, that the remarks of this 
flirewd fpeculatrix reduced me to aA merely 
upon the defenfive ; and I attempted to palliate 
what I could not totally deny. 

I hope to God, madam, that the whole of 
your ftatement is exaggerated. I am not pre- 
pared to contradiift you from pofitive argument 
relative to the abfolute number of the difho- 
noured, 4>ut I am happy to obferve one matjcrial 
error in your calculation. We may fuppofc;, 
that comparatively few of theie unhappy fe^ 
males arc the natives of London. The metropolis 
is the general refort of the gay and the wanton 
l^om every part of the kingdom. It is here 
that vicious connections are beft concealed, and 
that the feduced hide their faces from diftreflcd 
parents, or feek a fubfiftence by promifcuous 
commerce, after they have been abandoned by 
cheir feducers, 

"Are 
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*^ Arc ALL virtuous in every other part of the 
kingdom ?'' en<juirpd ^e Abbeis^ witti a Qy 
(pnphatic accent^ 

I w^l not^ Madam^p t#ke it upon me to make 
f hat alTertion ; but the relative proportion of the 
(delude^ is ^pea^ly dimini^ed by thi^ coQfidera«i 
tipn* 

*' Your objeftions. Sir, arc adnaitted u va*- 
|id. Let me then fubmit to your corrediori 
another eftijnate $ for I am rgther fond pf ipe-r 
pulating upon fubje<5ts in wHich the publico wel- 
fare is fo intimately concerned. We h$ve in 
the German langxiage, pumberlefs accounts of 
the Englifh nation, | have read leyera]l with 
pleafure, Your political iconftitution,-!--yotir 
extenlive chanties,--pi«^the freedom of your ien^ 
tnents, and of your manijeri >— the detached 
marks of great wiidom, and I had almoft £ud 
caruaiure examples of excellencej amidft w^ 
unbounded wildnefs, make every thing that re- 
lates to the nation interefting to a diftant ob? 
ferver. From tbeie audioes I learn, that the 
number of inhabitants of Engkmd, CJ^clufivdy, 
is computed at about sight milluns^ Of this 
number we will fuppofe, that one-half are of 
my fex : we will alio fuppofe, that one-fourth;^ 
that \9 on4 millwij ^are nubile. Let lis aifo 
grant that the forf^ tboujand who |jave fatten a 
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pey ta illicic am6ur&> rcfident in the metropolis^ 
conftitutes only ontrthird of the difgraced 
throughout the kingdom. Then is there not 
kis thap ms hundred anid twenty tbeufandj thaf 
is, nearly one in nin^% whoie perfonal attra£l:ion$ 
Jiave occafioned their ruio, in a country thai 
boafts ib loudly of its virtues and particularly of 
|ts bumMity^ 

" Pray^ S\r^ what becomeii of thcfe MTSEiiABLEgi 
when the fleeting nripments of youth and beauty 
jirc no more ? Has not the pubHc generofity, 
I may terna it, public jufil(:et created Afyluins 
for them, that the remainder of their years may 
l)e fpent in walhing away the ftains of their 
farlier days? I hope it has; and yet how 
defpicable is this remedy^ CQmparedvith ouf 
pr)«ans of prevention ?'' 

I remained fUent^ being u&willing %o contra* 
^ift a fyppofition fo favourable, though fo in- 
adequate tp the eyil. Had I mentioned the 
' Magdalen^ I (hould have betrayed the barrcnefs 
. of the land, while I ^ilbed tp d^fpl^y its riches^ 
Indeed I was going to make a fecond objedioQ 
to the accuracy of her ftatemeo^^ b^t as I 
fcorned to take advantage of her ignorance, I 
could not in confcience. When we compare 
the fuppofed funplicity of country manners with 
jhe acknowledged depravity of Loijdon, fo large 
3 ' apumbsr 
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a number as 1 20^000, feems at firft view too 
great a proportion. This I might 'have urged. 
Yet when we advert to the debaucheries pre- 
valent in all your fea -ports^ and manufa6hiring 
towns^ throughout England ; when we attend to 
the lamentations of ever j pariih in the^kingdom, 
over the number of illegitimate children that 
are left to its care ; the apparent difproportion 
will vanifli. I obferved, alfo with fecret plea- 
fure^ that my fevere antagonift had fortunately 
omitted to bring into her calculation^ thofe la- 
dies of rank and charaSler, who have fimply loft 
the approbation of their own minds, and arc 
not the lefs efteenied in fafhionable circles, on 
account of their gallantries. Perhaps flie was 
ignorant of this clafs : perhaps (he was unwil- 
ling to augment the lift of infamy: perhaps 
(he thought it impofllble to eftimate their num- 
bers; which, I fear, are fufficiently great, to 
render her calculations very probable. 

The good lady moft politely attributed my 
filence to a want of time to extend the conver- 
fation, particularly as I was taking out my 
watch, while (he was fpeaking,. when, in fa£t, 
it proceeded from the want of a pertinent an- 
fwer ; and (he fubjoined, 

^' My arguments have, I perceive, detained 
you too long, and I will conclude them with 
one obfcrvation : *' Every 
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\ " Every religion^ every form of government, 

every cuftom, hath its imperfeftions and incon-> 
veniencies. By being from our infancy, and by 
our education, familiarized to our own, we not ' 
, only patiently fubmit, but we forget that they 
exift i and we magnify beyond all proportion the 
evils of others, which ftrike us by their novelty ; 
though the difference in itfelf may be as great 
as that of a mole-hill compared with the moun- 
tains before us !" 

This converfation, I muft confefs, has morti- 
fied me much ; nor could I difmifs the fubj^ft, 
or efface the impreflion it had made. I might 
have faid, matters are ftill worfe in France and 
Italy^ where there are Nunneries in great abun- 
dance; but that would not have blunted the 
fharp edge of her argument, that pity is ill 
heftowed upon thqfe confined within the walls of 
a Convent y while Jo little attention is faid to the 
happinefs of thofe who are without % and the more 
profligacy there is in a country, the flronger 
appears the neceflity for thefe inftitutions of 
fafety. 

Can no remedy, my dear friend, be applied to 
this fhameful evil ? Shall the faireft amongfl 
the fair, and the moft attractive of their lex, 
be the mofl expofed to mifery ? Is there no way 


to defend thefc beauteous flowers from beiHg 
gathered by unhallowed hands; by which all 
the delightful profpcfts of receiving and c<Kn-i 
muhicating rational, permanent happineftj af* 
deftroyed in the carliefk ftage of life i Shall th« 
treafures 6f Innotence be invadedj with left eom- 
punftion and with left detriment to the invaderi 
than any other trcalbre ? Shall ledtiftion be con- 
tiived at ? Shall it become hcnorable by being; 
termed gallantry^ when it difFufes wretcbedntft 
among thofe who leaft deferve' it,— ^ the too 
credulous female, and her innocent offspring ? 
Shall the one hide her head in ignominy ? Shall 
harlh laws deprive the other of a legal claim to 
inheritance ? Shall they both be pointed at *^* by 
the flow*moving finger of Scorn/' and be fe-^ 
eluded from every defirable conneftion in fecial 
life, iVhilc the original eaufc is fcarcely fubjeft 
to reproach ? 

The fyftem of Cloyfter^ and Mdnafterfes is in 
itfelf an abfurdity^ It is an inftitucion that pro- 
pofes to pleafe the Supreme Being by counter-^ 
afting his fundamental laws. But how in> 
perfedt is that ftate of civil fociety which iixr^ 
nrflies arguments of expediency, in favour of 
fuch inftitutions, and which renders them a re* 
tl-eat from greater evils ! 


It 
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It is in vain for an individual to exclaim 
againft the vice of feduftion. Every mortal 
that attends to his reafon and not to his paflions^ 
knows that it is a vice, and that it is produftive 
of more extcnfive mifcry than any other. But 
furely it is the objcft of a wife Government, and 
of prudent Parents, to regulate and dire6t thofe 
paffions which nothing can eradicate, in fuch a 
manner, that the inflind: giv^n by Nature v:i 
produce the greateft poflible good, may not be 
perverted to the greateft evil. The end and- ob-« 
jefl: of both fhould, doubtlefs, be, to facilitate 
by every poflible means, honourable gratification, 
by early marriage 5 to inflift marks of ignominy 
upon every violator of female virtue, upon every 
wanton deviation from the paths of honour j and 
to make fuch falutary provifion for the fupport 
and reformation of the feduced, that they may 
not, in their turn, become alfd the fedueers of 
others. 

By what means thefe ends can be obtained, it 
is not for me to determine. The taflc is difficult, 
but far from being impoflible. May we not 
hope, from the progrefs of human wifdom, 
human experience, and genuine philanthropy, 
that pofterity will find the happy expedient, 
if it be hid from us ? May wc not apprehend 

that 
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that they will wonder at our ignorance, or 
juftly ccnfure our indolence, in not having aN 
tained it ? 


posrscRtpr. 

Since the above was written, I have met with 
an Anecdote of Leopold, the late Emperor, 
which gives me great fatisfaftion, as it mani- 
fefls that the difpofition of a wife and good man 
will difcover ways and means to effeftuate a 
reform, which weaknefs, or indolence, may con- 
clude to be impradkicablc. We are told, that when 
Leopold was Grand Duke of Tufcany, he made 
an attention to the morals of his fubje&s, one of 
his principal objefts. He fo far fucceeded in 
his attempts to fupprefs debauchery at Leghorn, 
where the trade of an harlot was as much per- 
mitted^ and in as high repute as almoft any 
other, that the houfes of low gallantry are re- 
duced to a very fmall number; and it was 
hoped that proftitution would be as cfie£hjally 
rooted out from that city, as it is already from 
every part of Tufcany. By a law as uncommon 
as it is equitable, an offence againfl chaftity i& 
€;onfidered equally culpable in the male as in the 
2 female 
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female fex. The feducer, however elevated his 
rank, is obliged to marry the objcdt he has 
humiliated. Marriage is duly encouraged; 
and no perfons, of cither fex, are permitted to 
fliut themfelves up in Convents. Health and 
Beauty are now faid to accompany Innocence, 
within the walls of the city from whence they 
had been long banifhed i and the Aflaflin has 
learned other principles of morality, than the 
onp of being faithful to his ctmploycr. 
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LETTER XL 


Clevet* 


THE fccond ^time I vifited Cleves was in 
the year 1788^ when I had the honour to affift^ 2X 
the French politely exprefs being in a mob, at 
the publick breakfaft given to his prefent Ma- 
jefly of PruJJiay and the Prince and Princcfs of 
of Orange. 

You may recoUeft, that after the introduftion 
of troops into the Belgic Provinces, which re- 
flored peace and order to the diftrafted country 
of Holland, — as the Stadtbolderians exclaim with 
gratitude ; and which has riveted the chains of 
flavery ftronger than ever,— as the Patriots ex- 
claim with indignation 5 an interview was pro- 
pofed between the King of Prulfia and his royal 
fifter, with her confort. His Majefty, with the 
Hereditary Prince, his fon, refolved to pay the 
Orange family a vifit at Loo, one of the hunting 
feats belonging to the Prince. The vifit was 
oilenfibly to congratulate this fortunate pair 
upon the fuccefs of the fchemc, fo artfully 

, planned 
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plannedj and conduced with fo much fplriti 
but realfy to fet the laft feal to the fecret ncgo- 
ciations between the Courts of Pruffla, England^ 
and Holland, which may be faid to form the bads 
of our prefent politicks. To give you the par-i 
ticulars of this plan^ would lead me too far. 
I will only point out to you the pivot upon 
which «vcry thing has turned. 

The Court of Pntffia had long Contemplated 
with indignation and folicitude^ die fbrong party 
that was formed to diminifli the very extenfive 
power of the Stadtholder* The late Frederick fent 
them frequent Mifllves of warnings and threats* 
But the adverlary knew he was too wife to exe- 
cute them. Their High Mightinefles received 
and rejcfted thefe with polite gravity, and the 
publick turned them into ridicule. But wHen 
the Prince was virtually baniftied to Nimeguen^ 
by the violent meafures of his opponents, and 
was even in danger of being entirely ftript of 
the Stadtholderian dignity, the interference of 
their brother of Pruffia became abfolutely ne- 
ceflary for his fecurity. Immediately to invade 
a State with which his Majefty was in the moft 
perfeft political amity, would have been too 
grofs a violation of theu: rights i fome popular 
^ pretext was therefore very defirable. It was 
accordingly refolvcd, that the Princefs, againft 
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whom pcrfonally there was no article of crimi- 
nation> ihould make an eflR>rt to return to the 
Hague. It was fhrewdly argued, that if fee was per- 
mitted to arrive there unmolefted, her prefence 
would animate the adherents of the Prince to a 
revolt. This would certainly have been the 
cafe. The military that were, quartered at, and 
in the neighbourhood of the Hague, together with 
a numerous fociety of citizens, to the amount of 
fcveral thoufands, were refolved to put on the 
Orange cockade, and openly to demand the 
reftoration of the Prince, and of the old Confti- 
tution. Thefe were in correfpondence with fimi^ 
lar focieties formed at Rotterdamy JDclft, the 
Briek &c. and with the Peafants within the 
circle of many miles. The States were to be re- 
moved, and the difcarded Members feftored. 
The plan, if refifted, would hare occafioncd the 
mod dreadful mafiacres that could poflibly be 
committed by parties enraged againft each other 
to a degree of phrenfy. If the StadtboUerians 
had fucceeded by thefe means, their triumph 
would have been more complete than at prcffhti 
as they would have manifefted their foperiority of 
power, without foi^ign affiftance ; but the land 
would have been deluged with blood, and num- 
bers of the nrKwe wealthy Citizens would have 
abandoned and ruined their country. 
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The Patriots, although they were not ac- 
qainted with the whole extent of their danger, 
were too well convinced of the influence of her 
prcfcnce, to run the rifle of allowing the Princefs 
to continue her journey^ She was arretted near 
Scboenboven by a connpany of Burghers, de- 
tached by the Committee of Defence % the heads 
of which Committee were the moft adive and 
inveterate enemies of the Houfe of Orange, and 
the prime Agents of the oppofition. This arreft 
furnilhed the pretext for interference that was 
fo ardently defired. The King of Pruffia con- 
llrued this treatment of his fifter into a perjonal 
oflTence, that demanded ample fatisfadtion. A 
formal complaint was made to the States; the 
/atisfaAion demanded was the removal of a fpc- 
cified number of the offenders from their po- 
litical ftations, and the banifliment of the moft 
obnoxiouS;. The demand was enforced with 
ierious threats, which were not fo be trifled with. 
But quern Deus vuJt perdere prius dement at :— 
Thefe threats were difregarded, and even ridi- 
culed. About eleven thoujand P ruffians marched 
into the province of Utrecht, before the Patriots 
would give any credit to their exiftence in the 
Duchy of Cleves. But, when convinced of their 
approach, all was confufion and difmay. The 
number was magnified to thirty thoufand. 
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Thofe who were the ncarcft to the danger, that 
is, the forces of every defcription that were col* 
Icfted together to defend the city of Utreclffi 
which they had fortified at an inimenfe expencc, 
trufted to their heels, rather than to walls and 
bulwarks. Their. Chiefs forfook them, and the 
gates were unexpectedly found open by a de- 
tachment of the Prince's forces, which, accord- 
ing to the plan of operations, it was agreed 
Ihould lead the Van.. While the towns the moft 
diftant from the impending ftorm did their 
utmoft to fpur up their own courage, and ftrike 
terror into the Stadtholderian Citizens, by form- 
ing a fet of refolutions which difgrace humanity, 
thofe which were proximate^ began to entertain 
the moft pacific difpofitions. Woerden^ the barrier 
town of the province of Hollavdy was the next in 
danger. This was the refidence of the Com- 
mittee of Defence, from whence every military 
order was iflued. But the Committee now in- 
terpreted their office of defence into that oijelf^ 
'frefervation, and immediately difperfed. The 
Citizens permitted prudence to take place of 
ralhnefs, and humbly begged of the Governor 
that he would make no refiftance, as they were 
willing to fubmit to the clemency of the Prince. 
The ftorm began next to threaten Leyden j but 
the Magiftrates wifely conduced it from them- 

felve§ 


f 


THE RHINE, laj 

felvcs toward the city of Haerlem. The fame 
individual perfons who had, about fourteen days 
before, promifed rewards to any Citizen that 
wouH aflift the fifter-province of Utrecht againft 
the arbitrary dcfigns of that tyrant fFil/iam, — 
for thefe were the words of the hand-bills, I had 
at that period in my poffeflion, — the fame indi- 
viduals put on the Orange tockade, hoifted the 
Orange flag upon the fteeple of the Town-houfe, 
lent Deputies to the Hague, with full power tp 
reinftate the Stadtholder in all his ancient rights 
and privileges 1 In fhort, no place made a ihew 
of rcfiftance, excepting Amjierdam and Gorcum. 
A fingle bomb reduced the latter, and the for- 
iner fubmitted as foon as the enemy had ap- 
proached fufficiently near to be able to bombard 
the city* 

This conduft, my good friend, ' however 
dailardly it may appear, is rather to be afcribed 
to the defcfts of Conftitution, than to want of 
perfonal courage ; a defeft of which, you know 
by experience, does not conftitute their national 
character. Not only is each province inde- 
pendent of the other, but each city in every pro- 
vince. And, however they may combine to- 
together, to form an attack, or hunt down a 
Stadtholder, the danger from an external enemy 
rauft be very great, and feem to have an uni- 
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vcrfal influence, before a fimilar combination 
can be fuppofed to afit with energy and per- 
fevcrancein cafes tf defence. Thofe niofl: proxi- 
xnate to the evil, will purfue the meafures moft 
adapted to their fafety, which their conftitutional 
independency gives them a right to put into 
execution • 

Did you know how much I hate political 
fubjedts, you would be very thankful for thefe 
two flcetches of * the late civil commotions in 
Holland. If any thing could give me an un- 
favourable opinion of mankind, it is the hiftory 
of civil wars, which fupprefs every worthy 
principle, and fofter every vile one, and in 
which the beft caufe is ftained by the infamy of 
the means it is fuppofed to confecrate* 

But to return to more pleafing fcenes, which 
reprefent human nature in a better mood. June 
the 20th was the day appointed for the joyful 
interview of thefe triumphant families. I hap- 
pened at this period to be upon a vifit in the 
neighbourhood of my quondam refidence, when 
a party was formed by feveral of my friends, to 
take a peep at Majefty, — which you know is a 
fcarce commodity in a Republick,— at Cleves^ 
rather than at Loo^ where the concourfc of 
people was expei^^d to be immenfe. Andj as 
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mt might poffibly be .difappointcd refpefting 
lodgings dtCleveSy theDroflard oiAmerongen pro^ 
imifcd us a welcome reception from his brother, 
who refided at Scbenhn Schans, or from fome 
of his hofpitable neighbours, fhould his rooms 
be pre-occupied ; and this promife was moft 
courtcoufly obferv^d. 

The interview took place in the gardens of 
the Baronefs Fan Spaan, where an elegant pa<* 
vilion, adorned with natural and artificial flowers, 
was erefted upon the occafion ; and in which a 
publick breakfaft was given to the two Courts 
and their attendants. 

The fituation of the gardens was fuch, that 
die gazing multitudes could feafl their eyes, and 
indulge their curiofity, by contemplating each 
perfonage at their leifure, during the whole of 
the repafl:. The day fmiled upon us all j joy and 
fatisfadlion fat upon every countenance. 

We naturally wifli to fee what kind of a face 
belongs to a crowned head, whenever an oppor*- 
tunity prefents itfelf ; and for this purpofe, I 
took an advantageous fUnd at the entrance of 
die garden. His Majefly defcended from hi$ 
carriage, and embraced his royal fifter, a few 
paces from the fpot I had occupied. But to this 
fcene of fraternal afFedion I could not be wit- 
aefs 3 the throng was much too great. I thought 

it 
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it moft prudent therefore to fecurc a lodgement 
at the place jiift mentioned, before the crowd 
Ihould beconne urgent j and when I perceived: 
their approach, I fortified myfelf, by fecting my 
back ag^inft one large tree, and my ket agairift 
the ftump of another. Notwithftanding fhe im- 
petuofity of the fpeftators, I maintained my poft 
to the laft, with a refolute firronefs, fcarcely ex- 
ceeded by that which fecured to the late Frede^ 
rick his beloved Silejia. 

ht length the moment arrives ;— the cannon$ 
are fired from the ramparts, — the trumpets 
found, — drums beat, — mufick ftrikes up, — and 
his Majefty, with the Hereditary Prince on his 
left hand, pafs before me, conduduig the 
Princefs of Orangey her amiable daughter, and 
the Stadtholder, on his right. 

His perfon was of an advantageous fize for 
the fpeftators. He is tall and portly. The in- 
ftant was very favourable to his phyfiognomy. 
The fmiles upon his countenance manifeftly pro- 
ceeded from inward fatisfaftipn and joy, and 
were not thofe counterfeit fimpers with which 
great perfonages ufually repay the huzzas of the 
populace. I freely acknowledge that Les Lettres 
Secretes de la Cour du Berlin gave me no flatter- 
ing ideas of his prefent Majefty ; for, though I 
felt the utmoft indignation in the perufal of a 
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Galamatiae, which was manifeftly intended to 
levy a contribution on the publick credulity, 
through the medium of an impofing ftile, yet I 
imagined there might be fome foundation for a 
very charged caricatura *• The phyfiognomy of 
the King, did not, at this inftant, correlpond 
with the rcprefcntations of that Satyrift. 

Defcriptions of the fcenes of royal exhibition: 
are nearly the fame in every part of Europe. 
Courtiers as elegantly dreflfed as their imagina- 
' tion, or that of their dependents can invent, or 
their purfcs or credit afford s— Civil Magiftratcs 
in their beft attire, and official robes, making 
compliments and fpecches which arc gracioufly 
received i and giving invitations, which are an- 
fwered in the affirmative or negative with equal 
affability and condefcenfion ; — Officers in their 
choiceit uniforms; — Soldiers powdered, poma- 
-tumed and okered with threefold care;— Burghers 
fummoned to be under arms, ftarting forth from 
their obfcurity, and buitling about in the im- 
portance of the day ; — coats of various fizes, 

* The above obrervation is perhaps expreiTed in too 
pdfitive terms. The author has fince been informed that 
thefe letters were publiflied by the Duke de Fergennes, from 
refentment that Mirabtau had embraced the popular caufe. 

colours^ 


loS 


TH£ RHINC. 


colours, and faihions, drawn from old family 
chelfs, brulhed and fcoured for this occaGon, are 
BOW exhibited anew ; guns in a regular fcries of 
progreflivc improvement, from the firft match^^ 
lock that wa» invented, to thofe of 'modern 
date, arc brightened up ; — and the fabre lofes a$ 
large a portion of its ancient ruft^ as fand can, 
fcower off. — In a word, to parody one of poor 
Edwin* s (bngs, tall men, Jmall nrien, ibUk men, 
ibin men, old men, young men, ftrait^^gged^ 
incck'knee'd, whtjktred^jmootb^fac^d-^^^ all arc 
undtr arms. Sir, The day concludes with balls 
gnd concerts among the great; triumphal arches 
and illuminations among the middling i and 
huzzas among the fmall^ who tofs down frequent 
bumpers to loyal toafts, till they make them^ 
Jelves as happy as kings. 

There was a rumour, that tbf whole Court 
intended to vifit the Deer-gard^ or Park, to- 
wards the evening. Multitudes of every dcfcrip- 
tion were confcquently collected together in that 
quarter* They fufFcred, however, a partial difap- 
pointment, as the Hereditary Prince of PruJJia^ 
and his retinue, alone made their appearance. 

I have already given you Ibme ideas of the 
ground belonging to Robert's Hotel. Imagine to 
yourfelf a large number of the mod fafhionable 
perfons of bodi fcxcs, collcfted from the city of 
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Clevef^ ind the adjacent towns^ admhted inta the 
garden^ and afiembled on each fide the declirity 
of the hill^ from the top to the bottom ; while 
the common people were placed u a diftance^ 
forming, as it were, a back ground, in (uch an 
arrangement, that the thoufands were no impedi-* 
ments to each other. 

The Prince and his , Nobility, proceeding 
along the path which leads to the Amphitheatre 
before defcribed, ftopt at the central door of the 
Odtagon, to furvey the extenfive region and ro- 
mantic fcenes which prcfented themfclves to his 
view. All the cajcades and jets d^eau, (pouted 
their purcft ftreamsi Mufick played its bed 
marches, and the populace made the hills re- 
verberate, Vive le Rot, Five le Prince de la 
Prujfe. 

He is a tall, well-proportioned, and graceful 
youth. He flood with elegant eafe, lolling for 
feveral minutes againft the Poftern of the Pa- 
vilion. His attendants were placed on each fide 
with a fort of carelcfs art; the crowds hung 
about the adjacent hills, in groups of various 
fizcs J and your humble^ fervant, with his com- 
panions, was feated at his eafe, under the 
Ihade of lime-trees before the door of the op- 
pofite Hotel in the Vale, quafiing Rhenifli wine 
to the toafts of the day, enjoying at once a full 
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view of the Royal pcrfon> the company coUcfted 
together, the playing fountains, &c. &c. The 
fcenc was truly pi6lurefquc, worthy a well- 
concerted plan of theatrical exhibition. But, 
after giving you this peep, I jfhall drop the cur- 
tain, by fubfcribing myfelfi &c. &c. 
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ON my third and laft vifit, we found the 
two Hotels in the Veer-gard^ or Park, fo full of 
company^ that vft could not obtain admiflion; 
for the rural fcenes about this city attraft many 
Grangers, though the mineral waters are not 
fufficiently ilrong to detain them, Cleves is 
another of thofe publick places to which the 
rich make their annual excurfions from the 
Butch provinces, to ventilate thettifclves from 
their counting-houfes, and give their wives and 
families a juft idea of that ftriking curiofity, a 
' mcuntain. 

We bore this difappointnient with the greateft 
patience, as I had often heard another Hotel 
mentioned with approbation. This is diftin« 
guiflied by the name of the Linde and Boomy and 
is adjacent to the gates of the city. We ar- 
rived too late to fup at the publick table ; but 
our Hoftefs foon prepared a very plentiful re- 
paft. All the company had retired, excepting an 
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aged ofEcer, who faluted us widi much politc- 
ucfs, and immediately engaged us in general 
converfation. After converfing fomc minutes, 
our Officer began to recognize my fellow tra- 
veller, and to difcover that he was ' even his 
town/man. The fatisfaftion he exprefled at the 
difcovery was very greats and I perceived, to 
my furprife, that it was much greater on his 
fide, than on that of my friend^ notwithibmding 
the general tenor of bis warm and friendly 
feelings. This difcovery brought forward many 
enquiries about former acquaintances and con« 
neftions ; which were anfwered, as moft queries 
are, when made after ab&nce of more than 
twenty years, by a Urge lift of deaths, many 
marriages, too many difafters, and no incon*^ 
Jfiderable number of imprudencies. The Officer 
r^aid the anfwer to thefe queries by relating 
feveral anecdotes ; a choice coUeAion of which 
renders the company of military men fo enter- 
taining.' But I perceived that they were chiefly 
taken out of ihtfcandakus Chronicle. 

My cbmpailion having, in the courfe of our 
converfation, let fome falHes efcape him> againft 
PrieJIsy and Priejf craft, to which he is an open 
and declared enemy, the Officer took occafion to 
carry the j eft much farther than the fubje£t 
would warranty or had been imeoded. Two 

oppofite 


^_* 


^ 


THB RHINB« IIJ 

oppofite elafles of men, Ecdcfiafticks and Seep* 
ticks, are very prone to confider every fportive 
fally againft the Clergy, as a dart aimed at 
Religion itfelf, without paying the leaft attention 
to a diflindlion, which is fometimes neceflary, 
between the caufe and its /upperters. This was 
the cafe with our new affociate. Encouraged by 
my friend's farcafm, he took from his pocket a 
fmall Vade-mecum of mental poifon, which he 
put into our hands, with a certain fignificant leer. 
It was the Hijiory of Miracles, in which we faw, 
with indignation, thofe of Jejus placed at the 
end of a whole tribe of impofitions. The man- 
ner in which we returned the book, rather gave 
a check to the Officer's fpirits: however, he 
loon returned to his budget of anecdotes, and 
Ihortly after, took his leave, promifing himfclf 
the pleafure of meeting us on the morrow, at 
the publick table. 

Upon his departure, Mr. E gave me the 

following particulars of his hiftory:— *' At the 
period," fays he, " in which I was entering into 
the bufy fcenes of life, this Gentleman was in 
the midft of his career. I had no perfonal in- 
timacy with him, but knew him well by reputa- 
tion. He was, at that time, very diffipated, and 
confumed an ample patrimony in every fpecie^ 

I * of 
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of excefs. The falc of his elegant country feat, 
in the neighbourhood of Rotterdam^ was his laft 
refource ; and when this was exhaufted^ he was 
obliged to abfcond. It is now about twenty-fiue 
years ago; and not being in any connexion 
whereby to trace his footfteps, I concluded that 
he was fallen a facrifice to his vicious courfes; 
fo that at the firft moment of recognition, 
he appeared as one rifen from the dead. We 
muft enquire of our Hoftcfs," added he, " whe- 
ther ihe can fill up any part of this large chafm 
in his hiflx>ry.** 

The Landlady informed us, that, although he 
had been elevated to the rank of Colonel in the 
DuUb (ervice, he was compelled to fell his 
commiflion, in order to liquidate his debts i and 
that he was now fupportcd entirely by the be- 
neficence of his relations, who obliged him to 
retire to the duchy of Cleves, from motives of 
ceconomy j and that he boards with a Farmer, 
at a fmall diftance from the city. But, as that 
fpecies of retirement is not much to his tafte, he 
vifits the city as often as his finances will permit 
him to enjoy the plcaiures of focicty. 

We could not help pitying the man whbfe 
conduct had wantonly thrown away the means, 
once in his power, of rendering his declining 
age rcfpeftablej— for^ as he informed us, he was 

upwards 
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upwards t^ Jeventy years old, — whofe principles 
appeared to be as unfettled, difpofitions as ju- 
venile, and converfation, when moft innocent, as 
frivolous as if he were a youth of twenty j — 
who was ftript of that dignity ^nd importance, 
to which his birth, fortune, and profefiional cha- 
ra6l;er had given him fo juft a claim j— and, in-^ 
ftead of commanding others, was reduced to 
a date of abjeft dependence. In fhort, his life 
had been the meteor of a moment,— a fky- 
rocket, that mounts with fplendour, is gazed at 
with admiration, but whofe wretched remains 
fink into total obfcurity, when they ceafe to 
dazzle the eye 1 

The next day he re-appeared at the hour of 
dinner, according to his promife, and entered, with 
great fpirit, into* much defultory and frivolous 
convcrfation, with every one about him j— by 
which he clearly manifefted that the whole tenor 
of his reading had been confined to thofe 
authors that had unfettled the principles in 
which he was educated, without fubftituting 
better in their place, and had furniftied him with 
trite objeftions, and ftrokes of ridicule, againft 
all the tenets cheriflied by.fober minds, and which 
would have been his own bcft fecurity againft 
his prefent low eftate. His difcourfe, however^ 
too plainly demonftrated, that, with his utmoff 
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Anigglcs, he could not gain a complete vidory 
over, what he termed, vulgar prejudices i and 
that his attempt to (hake off the gloomy ap- 
prehenfions which hung around his declining 
days, were by no means fb fuccefsful as he 
wiflicd. He recalled to my mind a remark I 
have met with {bme where, I think it is in 
Voltaire^ that " the wicked and the pious talk 
the mod about futurity ; the one, becaufe they 
fear, and the other, becaufe they defire it." The 
man who thinks at all, will either dread, or long 
for immortality : The fubjedl is the moft im- 
portant, and muft ftrike every one, excepting 
the ignorant, or the thoughtlefs ! Nay, fyftems 
of Infidelity themfelves, have a tendency to 
awaken doubts in the breads of thofe who are 
the moft dilpofed to believe them ; for, while the 
mind is eagerly engaged in treafuring up argu- 
ments in their favour, a fecret whifper — tbefe 
things mayftill be true — counterafts the foporific 
power of the lulling dofe, and raifes ^ong con« 
Aids within. Lord Chefterfield has been known, 
after his lively manner, to ufe expreffions to the 
following import—// is worth while to die ^ to 
Jatisfy doubts ; — which is fimilar to the excl^ma- 
mation of the French mi-^Je.m*en vais chercber 
le grand peutetre^ 

But, 


But, to refumc my narrative. After making ^ 
kind of coafting voyage, and touching at various 
religious opinions, with comments not to their 
advantage, at length he fixed upon the doftf ine 
of Predeftination i in which he proCeffed him- 
felf as ftrong a believer as the moft orthodox 
Cbrijiian 3 but, at the fame time, he drew an ar« 
gument from it, criminating the Divine Juftice,*^ 
and exculpating the vices of mankind; ex* 
claiming, with great warmth, againft the injuftice 
of being punijhedfor deeds we are predejiinated to> 
commit. 

This introduced a warm debate. Some de* 
nied the doftrinc j but their Cbriftianity was im- 
mediately called in qucftion; others admitted- 
its truth, but denied the confequences he wifhed 
to draw from it. 

His moft able opponent upon this principle, 
was a German Gentleman, who ipoke to the 
queftion with more precifion and accuracy of 
exprefllon, than is generally to be met with in 
fuch a promifcuous fociety. I learned afterwards, 
that, although he was now engaged in a fecular 
employment, he had been educated for the. 
Church. His grand argument was founded 
upon the fovereignty of God, and upon a mif- 
appHcation of the affertion of the Apoftle, that 
we are as clay in the haods of a Potter, who has 
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a* right to make one veiTel to honour, and 
another to di/honour. But this was the idea our 
Colonel was combating as unjuji. The fubjedl 
was now debated in three parts of the table at 
once; a general vociferation took place, — it 
being cuftomaryy in publick difputations, to raife 
your voice in proportion as you are pinched in 
the argument* A fmart running fight was kept up 
for fomc confidprablc time. Fate, Predeftina- 
tion, Eleftion, Reprobation, Free Will, Ne- 
ceflity, were introduced into the Conteft, and 
alternately attacked and defended, with much 
fpirir, on every fid^. Upon a fudden paufe— of 
which, by your leave, I fliall take advantage^ 
4nd referve the fequel for my next letter. 
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LETTER XIII. 


Cleves, 


UPON a fudden paufe, as if it were by 
common confent^ that the combatants might 
take breathy my friend^ knowing that I had for- 
merly dabbled a little in metaphyficksj though 
I foon found that they were ** far beyond my 
depth,*' a{ked me, in a tone of voice, that was 
diftidly heard by the whole company, what 
^ere my fcntiments upon the fubjed of the 
debate ? 

Nowj I hate debates ; and, if a truth be not 
very valuable, I had rather give it up at once, 
than be at the trouble of defending it. I hate 
fublick diiputes ftill more, and particularly at 
iabhy where I can employ my time^fo much 
better : yet, as I was thus unexpeftedly called 
forth to the conteft, and expedations were 
Ibmcwhat raifcd, if I had remained filent, or 
waved making fomc obfcrvations, I (hould either 
have been deemed a coward, or been fufpedted 
of having too great an appetite for my dinner. 

1 4 Had 
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Had I been the acuteft amongft Metaphy- 
ficians, the caufc was unfortunately become fo 
entangled, that n\uch more time and patiencG 
were neceflary, than I could, at that inftant, 
afford to difentangle them. In this dilemma, 
I was refolved to have recourfe to a little arti- 
fice; and, in imitation of the Colonel's favourite 
authors, I ftrovc to confound^ where I had no ex- 
pcftations of convincing. 1 hoped, in this man- 
ner, to filence the noife of their batteries, that I 
'might eat a piece of warm chieken, 1 had juft 
taken upon my plate, in peace and tranquillity. 
After recurring to thofe expreflions of our 
Sceptick, which had introduced the fubjeft, and 
making, what appeared to me, the neceflary 
diftin6tions between Fate, Predtftination, and 
Neceflity, — I rejefked the former, as being a 
Pagan idea, which attributed to an utiknown 
principle, an inviolable controul over the Gods 
themfclves. PredeJUnation^ I thought to imply 
and comprehend the whole plan of Providence 5 
and NeceffitVy the influence this plan may be fup- 
pofed to have upon every occurrence in general, . 
and the ftate and adlions of rational creatures in 
particular. 

The above ftatement pleafed ; and, as it at- 
tacked no particular fentiment, was univerfally 
agreed to. Having gained this ground, I de- 
■ " tcrmined 
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termined to mount a brace of paradoxes upon 
It. The firft was, that " if a man be conftftent 
in his belief of Predeftinationy it will be nearly 
the fame as if he did not believe it at all i* — the 
fecond, that " in proportion as the advocates for 
moral NeceJJity and moral Liberty , underjiand 
one another, their fentiments will appear to 
approximate 'y fo that, in procefs of time, they 
may demonftrate themfelves to be perfedly the 
fame. 

It was eafy to perceive, , that, by thefc bold 
affertions, my credit was finking very faft; 
and therefore I haftened to fupport both tbem^ 
and //• 

** I have obferved," faid I, ^^ that the ad- 
vocates for Predeftinationy generally take their 
arguments from the mijeries and follies of life. 
In matrimonial connexions, if they be indijcreet 
ones, they are fure to be made in heaven \ while 
thofe which are fuitable and advantageous, are 
attributed to our own prudence and difcrimina* 
tion. Thus in moralsy I have never met with a 
perfon who thought himfelf irrefiflably impelled 
to do this or the other a6t of integrity y or of 
beneficence. The only influence Predeftinationy 
or Neceffityy has upon him, is, to oblige him to 
follow his own propenftties \ arid when men are 
plunged into misfortunes, in confcquenCe of this 

condufb^ 
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condufl-, they think they are at perfeft liberty 
to throw the blame from themfelves, upon the 
Author of their being. But let us be confiftcnt, 
and believe the whole chain of the dofbrine^ and 
then fee how it will operate. If I be neceffitated 
or predeftinated to do good, it is predeftinated 
that I Ihall enjoy inward fatisfaftion j — nay, in 
ipite of Scepticifm, indulge hope» If I be ne- 
ceflitated, by an irrefiftible law of nature, to do 
evil^ I am alfb, by the fame law, predeftinated 
to fuffer ^ame and remorfe. If I am obliged, 
in the violence of my paflion, to commit mur- 
der, I am equally obliged to fufFer, according 
to the laws of my country, and, according to the 
law of my nature, to feel the horrors of a guilty 
confcience. The man who is neceflitatcd to 
believe thefe principles, and to fhape his con-* 
duft according to their genuine tendency, will 
be neceflitated to fay, that Virtue is neceffarily 
the fource of Happinels, and Vice of Mifery ; 
and his whole conduft will, as neceffarily be 
a chain of confiftency, as if he were the warmeft 
friend to the Freedom of the human Will, the 
merit of Virtue, and demerit of Vice. This is 
the obvious conftitution of things relative to the 
prefent ftate. The man who is neceflitated to 
diffipate all his money, is neceflitated to be poor 
and dependent; while the man deftined to be 

diligent. 
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diligent, cautious and frugal, is deftined lo be 
independent, if not in affluence, excepting forac 
unforefeen neceffary event, Ihould throw impe- 
diments in his way. If the juftice of this con- 
ftitution of things, relative to the prefent fyftem^ 
be not arraigned, wherefore may it not be ex- 
tended to another world ?'* 

This ftatement was novel and puzzling ; and 
they fcemed fo far convinced, that they did not 
attempt to break through a fingle link of the 
chain, though they did not like the jingle of 
words that compofed it. 

" You fee then, Gendemen, that, refpefting 
morat conduft, and the natural coniequences 
from it, it is of no moment whether we be the 
abettors of the Neceffaiian fcheme, or of Free 
Will.'' 

Our Colonel ftill oppofed, that, although 
there was no injustice in obliging men to be 
good and baj>py^ yet, that it was hard any ihould 
be predeftinated tp vice and mijery. 

" If this be the cafe," faid I, " we muft fup- 
pofe it' to be the neceffary confequence of their 
being predeftinated to htfree agents ^^ 

This appeared a moft palpable contradiction. 

" Let us, then," faid I, " view the fubjed 
in another point of light : — Let us difmifs, for a 
moment, that horrid word. Necessity, — which 

is 
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IS a mill-ftone about the neck of this contro- 
verfy. It is, in my opinion, the moft improper 
word that could have been chofenj for the 
mind, the inftant it is pronounced, adverts to 
a fbyftcal neceflity, and derives an argument 
from the blind, impulfive influence of one body 
upon another, which has no more connexion 
with our fubjeft, than Will, Defire, or Thought, 
have with the ftroke of a hammer, or with the 
weight of a ftone that is falling down one of 
your cJifFs ! Difmifs this horrid word, and per- 
haps we fhall all be of one fentiment.'* 

" Explain, explain !" cried out the Colonel i 
and he was echoed by the whole body coK 
leftively, who were now become my opponents. 

*^ Anfwer thefe queftions. Gentlemen, and 
the fubjedt will explain itfelf." 

'* Arc not rational beings always adluated by 
motives ?"—" Yes." 

*' Or, can a man, from himfelf, aft without 
motives for his aftions ? — No, certainly not ; 
for, were he to make an attempt, the capricious 
experiment Would become a motive, and confute 
itfeif."— " Granted." 

" If he cannot aft without them, then is he 
obliged, according to the conftitution of his 
nature, to aft in confequence of them." — 
« Why, yes." 

" Does 
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^« Does not freedom confift in the power of 
afting, according to thefe determinations or re- 
folutions which the motives have excited, without 
any impediment from a defeft in our own make, 
or reftraint from a foreign power ; that is, with- 
out any controul from pbyftcal NeceJ^tyV^-^ 
** Why, it^ cannot be denied/' 

*' Where, then, is the difpute ? Each party 
acknowleges that we mull aft by motives ; and 
that the power of afting according to them, 
diilinguifhes the aftions of moral agents, from 
fubmiffion to phyfical impulfe ? Nor can we 
poflibly entertain a more complete and pcrfeft 
idea of freedom, than that of being able to execute 
she purpofes of our will. 

" Now, Gentlemen, if you have ftill an 
affeftion for the word Neceffity^ we fhall re^ 
admit it \ for it can only mean that, according to 
the conftitution of human nature, the Will, 
which determines the aftions, muft be influenced 
by a prevailing motive. We mulR: obey our 
Will ; that is, if you will ufe the term I hate, 
we are neceffitated ta 2^0: freely r 

They were pleafed to obferve, that I main- 
tained my paradoxes much better than could 
have been expefted. But a difficulty yet re- 
mained:— As we muft aft by motives, and as 
thefe naotives are frequently excited by external 

objefts. 
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objefts, over which we have no power, thcf 
thought there was much room for exculpation, 
when perfbns flibmitted to the force of ilrong 
temptation* 

This difficulty, I obferved, was equally Jc* 
veiled againft each fchcmej for it comes to 
this, — " Wherefore is the temptation made 
ftronger than the refolution ?"— *' But why (hould 
it be urged to extenuate a viciousy more than 
a virtuousy aAion ? -We do not fo readily dif- 
claim the merit of relieving diftrefs, faving a 
perfon from drowning, and in the agonies of 
death, from the confideration that the nK)ti^e 
was irrefiftibly ftrong. The ftronger my ardour 
to relieve, the more virtuous my difpofition; 
juft as the more frequent my defires are to com- 
mit vice, the more depraved is my heart, uni- 
verfally confidered. If the objefts of fefduftion 
have proved irrefiftibly ftrong, when prefent, it 
is an evidence that my virtuous principles have 
been the weaker of the two. This ought to 
furnilh a motive to fortify them by every 
poftible means, and to fhun the danger I am fo 
little prepared to encounter. If I know that the 
indulgence will prove fatal to my future peace, 
or to otheps' welfare, are not thefe motives to 
refift the temptation ? Have we no power to 
raife motives and confiderations from our own 

2 ftock 
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ftock of experience and obfervations, that may 
counterbalance the incitements from without ?" 

" But ftill," remarked the Colonel, " why 
has not God placed before us, fuch motives as 
would invariably incline us to virtue ?" 

** We cannot fathom the depth of the Divine 
counfels^ We muft acquiefce in their wifdom, 
though they may oppofe our vague ideas of per- 
fcftion. But I perceive, that if this were the 
confiitution of things, there would be no claim 
to comparative merit in human adions -, and, 
although we fhould ftill aft freely , as we Ihould 
only obey our own wills, yet we fhould aft as 
uniformly and invariably as heavy bodies that 
defcend, and light ones that fly upwards. The 
power of refifting evil, and of choofinggood, by 
coUefting together fufRcient motives from every 
quarter, is the principle upon which we are ren- 
dered accountable creaturesy as it is the ftandard 
of goodnefs or depravity. Virtue implies merit j 
and no happinefs can be equal to that of con^^ 
Jcious merit. It is a fortune we our/elves have 
made, and infinitely more fatisfaftory than 
faj/ive inheritance'* 

*^ Happy are they that have been in a better 
train than myfelf," fubjoined the aged officer, 
with a figh, " to make fuch a fortune !" 

Thus 
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Thus terminated our dilpute. Right glad 
was I that they gave me reft j for I was much 
afraid they would have entered upon another 
fubjeft, clofely con nefted with the preceding, as 
the difcuflion of it would have completely 
ipoiled my dinner. 


LETTER 
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Xanten^ 


TH1E road from Cieves to Xanieft, did Hot 
furnilh us with any fubjefts for obfcrvation or 
(peculation, however keen our defires to be 
fentinnental travellers. General pleafure was en* 
joyed as we paffed over a chearful country^ or 
rode through a verdant foreft i but the different 
objefts. tlaat occafioned this pleafure, were not 
fufEciently charafteriflic tp mtrit defcriptiom 

We arrived 3t Xanten about eight o^clock in 
the evening. This is a fmall city, or SfaUben, as 
they term it, diftant about eighteen miles from 
Cieves. 'In the walls of this Statcheny time, 
wars, and negligence, united, have made fo wide 
a breach, that our carriage could have very 
commodioufly paffed through it, had the gates 
been fhut againft: us. 

We lodged at the Poji^bouje, which was kept 
by a jolly, civil Frenchman^ who, in ten minutes, 
told us all the material circumftances of his life. 
We .learned that he had been in the fervice of 

K the 
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the French, Ibmc portion of the famous fevm 
years war % that his i;egiment lying in garrifon 
at this town, and he being lodged at this very 
houfe, he boldly laid fiege to the widow who 
kept it, — perceiving, as he confefled, that it was 
much eafier for him to make his fortune by Iwe 
than war. He tdd us, that (he fbon furren- 
dered upon honourable terms, and put him in 
pofleijSon Qf this fame Citadel, with all its ap- 
pyi!ten4nce3» He booeftly confefled alfo, that it 
was more agreeable to his inclinations, to draw 
b^r for peaceable cuftoniers, than to flied the 
blood of his enemies ; and that he preferred in- 
hiring others with animal courage, by virtue of 
good cheer, than to rifk his own perfon in the 
field of honour. ♦' It is true,'^ fays iic;, " I have 
been ip lev^ral batdes, and efa^)ed, Hieu merely 
with a ysMit ikin; but, tant'va Ia crucbe i 
reau, qu^en fin ilk s^y hrijfe :—Je me trouve ^ie» 
^ci ; petU a fetity Voijfeau fait /on lit i yaimi 
^e9tx un tiess que deux tu Vauras i-^EnJk je Juts 
d mon aife^ H je faurois m*enivrer di mm 
Fin.'' 

At length, we found it nec^flary to call the 
attention of our Hoft from his own affairs to 
thofe of his guefts, and enquired about rooms, 
beds, &c. He diredly took the hint, conduced 
us to our apartments, and promifed that we 
2 ihould 
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Jiould haire no reaibn to complain of our ac« 
-commodations ; atxi he k^pt his word. 

We wiihed for a light fupper^ and aJTured him - 
ihat our appetites did not extend beyond a 
couple of eggtj though we authorifed him to 
charge mare eicpenfive articles in his bilL 

'5 ^ui ne voui dmnironsl MeffieurSi^ jue des 
pitites bagatelles^ 

^ But we arc not hungry-" 

*' C^ vrai Meffieurs, ii rCy a point dejauce 
^ue i\appetit ; mais pourtant rapfetit vient en 
.tnoftgeant/' 

Inipite.of ourremonftninces and prohibitions^ 
we faw placed on the tsble^/oupe^ bouilli^ cutlets^ 
falmtm^ Rhine^crahf a large plate of eggSy with 
fmr dift>es of dMferent vegetables. We now ix- 
prdled a defire to fup en families and that he 
an^ his Belle would fit down^ and ihare of the 
abundance that was loft upon us. 

^ Li ion Dieu nous en defende^^ fays he, 
dUpping his hands together, '^ nous ^onndffons 
mtre j^ace ntteu^ que cela F* 

This honeft Landlord is one inftance, among 
the many dioufands, that juftify the remark of 
ibreigners, concerning the loquacity of the 
French nation. From high to low, they think: 
jt a firft debt . due to focicty, de fournir i la 
fonver/aticn. They are, moft of them, flight 
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hiftorians, anecdotifts, and fencimentalifks. If 
their own ftock of reading, colleftion of pro- 
verbs, or invention, do not furaifli them with the 
requilite quantum of ideas, they wiU frequencty 
return thofe you have cxpreffed, in a kind of 
fmall change, and make them pafs current, ias 
dexteroufly as if -they were a new coinage. I 
have frequently amufed myfelf, for half an hour 
together, in this kind of converfation. • Obfcrve 
that it is folly to grieve at what nO> one can help, 
they immediately exclaim, "jillons,. Courage, km 
Cssur contre mauvaife fortune. Remark that a 
liar is a contemptible charader, they wiU &b- 
join, ^^Pour (a ouiy farceque ilne dit fas le vrai.^ 
If you exprefs a diflike to many compliments, 
you are anfwered, " Certainemint trop de compli- 
ment ne vaut rien\^ or clfe, ^^ Celui qui, fait 
beaucouf des complimenSy efi un grand compHr 
menteurJ^ &c. &c. &c. 

In confcquencc of this dilpofition to fpumir a 
la converjationy there are more flight treatifes 
upon general fubjefts publiihed by the French, 
.than by any other nation. They well know, that 
the flcirmilhes of converfation are not calculated 
for the inveftigation of any fubjcft whatever. 
.They well know, that, as general converfation 
ftldom dips beyond the furface, it cannot eafUy 
difcQver the (hallows. They fhrewdly refleft, 
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fhait to appear wife and karned^ is^ to all the 
purpofes of focial life> as good 4s to ie fo. They 
conceive that there can be no greater fubjcft of 
fliame, than ignorance y and they wifely confider, 
that the firft debt a man owes to his own re- 
pucation> and to this mental modefty, is^ to hide 
its nakednefs, though it were with stfg^Ieaf* 
Hence it is, that they are inundated with publi* 
cations, qui nefont qtCeffieurir lejujet. 

I once hjsid in my poiTefllon, a book entitled^ 
V Homme d*un Livre. U undertook to qualify 
the reader ifor all the turns and windings, fits 
and ftarts, of converfation, in the fpace of three 
hundred and fifty-three pages. Make yourfelf 
mailer of its contents, and you become fufii- 
ciently acquainted with the Grecian and Ro- 
man hiftories, mythology, cofraogony, modern 
hiftory, anecdotes of various kinds, apothegms, 
ancient and modern hns mots^ cbanjms d'amour^ 
sban/ons a hoircy to fuftain a running fight, for 
the fpace of five minutes, upon any one of the 
fcientific fubjedls, and to clofe with a lenti- 
ment, a jeu d'ejprit^ or a fpng, when the mind 
feels itfclf fatigued with abflrufer fpeculations. 
It is a moft excellent travelling companion. By 
its aid, you may figure away at every ^able d' 
HoH from Taris to Hamburgh ,thencc to jS^/m, 
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Hrejieny Vienna^ and thence to fans again \ tuA 
flatter ypurfelf, with fome degree of truth, that 
you have left a favourable imjpreflloil in evdty 
place, qui Minfteur ejt un vrai /avMK Th(J 
only imperfe£bion I found in the book^ was, that 
diere was not a fingle page, paragraph, or jm 
^@^n/, againft rtUgion^ ndtural, or revi^aled i (b 
that Monfieur could never eftabliih- hU charadter 
as un Grand Philojopb^. 

This difpofmon^Wf foumAt M la i^myerfa^ 
thin, U certainly a mdft excellent one of itfelf. 
The very objeft of hurfian fo^iety k to inftruft 
or aniufe, and not to herd together, like the 
muter fpecies of animals i and he that?expe6bs 
to receive either of theft advantages dught to 
qualify himieif to return, in fbme degree, the 
obligation. But how difficult co^ acquire the dui 
medium ! and how defirable to blend togetheri 
if it were poffible, the dppo(ke qualities of dif-* 
ferent nations !«^Yoo Englijb arc fuppofed to 
Hrinki but you are univerfally accufed of keeping 
all your thoughti to yourfelves !<— *A Frenchman 
will touch upon all the affairs of every Court 
, m Europe, and all the foihions in each Court, 
befoie aq Engiifiman can refolve to enquire^ 
^hat is die news of the day ?— And as to us 
I>Ht9h^ we can Teldom be {irevail^d upon, t5 
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oanverft npoit any fubjcft, unlefs it be with ait 
old acquaintance, or in the line of our own 
prbfeflion. 

I moft fincerly wifh, however, that the french^ 
though I admire their propenfity to obligi, 
would furnilh fewer words, and more ideas; 
:tnd alio, that they Would exprefs tKerr ideas 
fi'ith a modeft diffidence, and tioi in fb percimp* 
tory a tone. I have generally obferved, that 
latent .pofitivity is united with much external 
politencfi. They may contradidt with a ** Par^ 
donhez moii* but they are much diipoled t4 
contradi£t» 

Even their firft and moft renowned philo- 

ibphicai writers are not exempt from the ha« 

bitual impropriety of dogmatizing* Rouffeaii^ 

Raynal, Mirabeau, too frequently alTume an 

smpofing ftyle, and attempt to give energy to 

their pofitions, par un ton francbant. — Suth, for 

example, is that extravagant expreflion of the 

Philofopher of Geneva^ " Tout bomme ^Ui penfi 

efi nn etre deprave.*' Taken abfolutcly, it is 

flonfcnfes for, if his depravity proceeds from. 

the exercife of thought abftraftedly, the more i 

man thinks, the more he becomes depravedi, 

although the grand objeft di juft thought is to 

correft depravity ; and, as few perfons thought 

more dian Roujfeau^ he is, of Confequence, 

K4 among 
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among the moft depraved, although both his mo^ 
tives^ and the natural tendency of his thoughts^ 
were to benefit mankind. Qualify the expreflion 
to its due fignification, and you will perceive 
that the terms are infinitely ftronger than the 
ideas they were intended to convey, can au- 
thorize i for they fimply mean to .fuggcft a 
doubt, whether the frequent abufe of reafon, has 
not rendered it a pernicious privilege. 

I (hall not detain you with particular in* 
ftance$ from the two other writers, as an ac- 
quaintance with their wprks will furnilh you 
with numbers. . 

Voltaire^ It is allowed, may be quoted as a re- 
markable exception from the general rule i but 
this is to be afcribed to that ton hadinant with 
which he treats every fubjeft. He plays with 
every thought that pfefents itfelf, precifely in the 
fame manner, like a kitten with every ftringj 
and is feldom fcrious, exqepting in the affumed • 
?hara6ters of his theatric pieces. 

If the fault be general in the higher ranks of 
literature, where one might cxpeft that philo- 
fophy would render a man fomewhat modeft, 
and where it is peculiarly abfurd to exprefs 
^very change of fentiment, by a p-anfition from 
one ftrpng aflertipn to another, — we are not to 
t}e iurprifed^ that it f|ioulcl prevail alf^j in the 
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lower walks of fcieace, and that every VaUt-de^ 
plate ihouM imagine that felf-fufficiency belongs 
to his office* 

This was certainly the cafe with our quondam 
Vulet'de-'plac^j^ Mourand of Faris. 

To be fure^ Mourand was fully as ignorant 
as the conimon groupe of Valets^e-place ; but 
yet he was confcious of it -, and he felt how 
Jittlc his ignorance qualified him for the re- 
Ipedtable profeflion he had affumed. Jt was 
amufing to obfcrve the fubterfuges he made ufe 
of, to evade the deteftion of this ignorance,' — 
which fometimes expofed us, while we confided 
in his knowledge^ to no inconfiderable incon* 
veniencies, Expreffing my defire to fend a letter 
to Holland^ by the earlieft poft^ after my ar- 
fiYdX ill J^ariSf Mourand informed me, that the 
poll iet out twice a week, and in the morning i 
and that, if our letter was conveyed to the 
office before twelve o'clock, it would be r^-^ 
ceived in time. 

But are ^ou fure of that, Mourand ?" 
Pour fa oui--Des millers de lettres que fy 
at afporti^ croyez vous Mofijieur^ que f ignore 
rbeure r 

I fent him with it about eleven o'clock j but, 
wplpckily, the Poft-mafter knowing the hour 

better 
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bettj^r than Mouraiidy the mail \^as difpat^hed 
at ten. He anlwered my r^pfoachia with i 
.firugy as full of felf-conceit as it wa^ of hu<» 
ihiiity, artd with a *' P^/^ f «, tf» ne pent pas 
repondre toujour s pour une dmi-beure ; litais Je 
Javois pourtdnt que la pofte partoit avant Midi*^ 

Upon our aflcing him, v/hether the cefc* 
bf^ate^ paintings of Le Bfun were ftill in the 
Luxemburg Gallery, he anfwcrcd, with i Stra^ \ 

of regret,- " Meffieurs^ Us nejont pas i voir/* 

" But are they there ?** 

^' Meffieurs^ Je vous jure^ qu'ils ntjotii fas 
i voir.*" 

We were infbrmcd, by a Gentlenniaft pfefeiit, 
that they were removed t6 Verjailles. 

** Voilh Meffieurs/* fubjoins Mourandy witli 
to air of t!riumph, ** voili ce que Je n>iens dt 
vous marquer i ces tableaux ne font pas i voir, 
par per/bnne qui cejoit/^ 

Upon' afcendbg the Hairs that lead to th6 
King's Cabinet of Natural Hiftory, of whichr 
you know thie late Buffon waH fuperintcndant,— 
a marble Buft prefents itfelf to view. One of < 

^ur company enquired Vrfiofe Buft i twas. i 

Mourand anlwered, *« Monjieur^ c'eft d'un grand 
iownt. ' \ 

' « But, ofwhont?** 

5« C^ 


TUt itftiN*. 


J3^ 


" Cejl d*un trh grand perfonnage'* 

A Guard informed us, it was of Le Chevalier 

Buffon. 

" Cefi fridjiment ce que favots Vbonneur de 
vous dire,"' replies Mourand—^^ Cefi d'un bomme 
tris diftingui l^tfhjMmit^ mime. 
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Poft'Houft, Road t9 PuflydorfT, 


EARLY the ne^t morning wc proceeded on 
our journey towards DuJJeldorff. It was about 
mid-day when we arrived at the Pofi-boufe. Here 
it was neceffary to change horfcs, and upon 
confulting our appetites, they found it neceffary 
to take fomc refrefhment. We made known 
tlicir wants to the landlord, expreijcd our in- 
difference as to cither quantity or quality, within 
due bounds, but moft earneftly recommended 
expedition. He promifed accordingly; and 
full of confidence in this promife, we confined 
ourfelves to a Ihort ramble about the premifes. 
In the fpacc of half an hour, we returned, 
with increafed hunger and increafed impatience. 
But nothing more fubftantial than promifcs 
could be obtained before two o'clock; when 
the profufion of viands that were ferved up, 
would have amply recompenced the greateft 
epicure for a more tedious delay. Soups, fifh, 
roaft and boiled meats, game, poultry, vege* 

tables 
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cables^ and fruiti of various . kinds^ made their 
entry with folemn pomp^ and in repeated fuc* 
ceffions, and filled up their reipe£live ftations 
-according to the ftrifteft difcipline of an elegant 
table. 

"' We could not contemplate the fplendid ar- 
rangement of the firfl courfe^ without fome 
apprehenfions that the fete was in honour of 
our poft-cbaife and four j and we trembled for 
-the confequences that might follow fuch a mark 
s>i diftinftion. Thefe apprehenfions were con- 
ifiderably abated^ when we faw our landlord 
hvith his fair confort,N their mother, and After, 
enter the room, and place themfelves at the 
table, after they had invited us to the firft 
feats ; for we would not encourage the idea 
-that they intended to confider themfelves as our 
gucfts. But how agreeable was our furprife, 
to find, when the mauvais quart d^heure of Ra^ 
ielais arrived, tliat, exclufive of wine, the whole 
expence of this fumptuous entertainment was 
not more than ten^penc^ each perfbn ! My 
companion and myfelf determined not to be 
precipitate for the future, either in our judg- 
ment, or in our humours ; but to leave com- 
fortlefs myfteries to unravel themfelves in the 
beft manner they can, fecretly hoping, that the 
Mmuenunt will now and then furnifh a treat. 

The 


Tfee vioje fkttiily feen^cd w be «bc louncr 
4i3Ce dsfceodwts pf 9 fMne of giants^ ]Sadi 
pedbo va$ upm^^rd^ irf fix feet in heights w^ 
vejtt prcqporticHiedi very comdyj geoticd k ad^ 
dreis> and courteous in behaviour. Indeed tbef 

jtppeared much sbpve th« commoA d^a^ or 
d^ ftaooa in ^fe 


Perfc^y Atuifi^d wit|^ 9i[hat yf^ jb^d wjoyed» 
md vhtt we hftd pajd, ii\^ felted owfelveft in 
4iae ^trriftge, widi the beft husnour in the worldt 
to be pleaftd wicb every thing around us ; and 
^ery diiag around us fepmed equally difpofed 
to plesde us«^ We found perpetual amufenneiic 
4n the variegated fcenes on eadi fide of ui; 
€M£nfi^ve profpe^ at ihe horizon of our land* 
feape; corn^ld^ interfperftd idtb rich p^jf- 
l^urage^ on die fore-ground. 

As mofi cf galldntry, hoivever^ one circum^ 
jknoe could not fail to offend ps. We wei€ 
Cufprilbd and diCcomforted to obferve> that yia^ 
fn^ and maidens were chiefly employed in aH 
the labcMirs of the field. The fame obierva^ 
^on we had occafion to make in various other 
jparts of our journey. We were difpofed to 
attribute the circumftance to thoie immenfe 
preparations for war> that had draiped the coun- 
try of snen capable of bearing arms,. This 

was 


V TBS & H I N B. 141 

was iff p^ut the caufe; but we have been re^ 
peatedly informed^ that alfb io times of the pro^ 
finuideft peace^ the raoft ieryile work is per-f 
fanned by the gentler fex : that in the ieafqm pf 
hsurvc&y wives and daughters reapi iheavc^ lade^ 
while huibands> fathers^ brothers^ and loyer$, 
content themfelves with giving general direc-f 
tions> or loll about in comparative indolence. 

This is doubtlefs fdul treatment of the Fair ; 
and we mud: own that it no lefs ojppofes the laws 
and conftituttona' pf nature> than thofe of tien^ 
Jianci, and Us p^tites attentions, which the moft 
polite nations obferve towards them. Our fex 
was obviouJOiy defigned for the a£tive> and the 
otther for the more paflive virtues. This is 
plains from the difierence of our contexture. 
Yet in all nations diat: have not obtained a high, 
degree of cultivation^ the rule feems to be 
negleded^ and in fome cafes fhamefuliy re- 
veiied. There is> however^ ibme apology to 
be made for thofe nations, we all agree to de-» 
pominate barbarms ; but none for thofe who are 
{o far civilized as to difclaim this charaAer with 
indignation. When a whole race of men are 
perpetually engaged in the fatigues of the 
Chace, or the ftill more violent exertions of 
War, every branch of domeftic bufinefs, how* 
ever laborious, mull of necefllty devolve upQn 

the 
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the Female. It i> therefore not furprifing, tliaC 
thefe heroes of the field Ihould, through habits 
of greater a6i:iyity> be inclined to deipiie thoie 
occupations which, compared to their own; 
mud appear infantile and effeminate i or fliould 
think themfclves intitlcd to (hare their time hew 
iween the extremes of fatigue and rcpofe* But 
in another ftate of things, when Agriculture 
becomes the moft fatiguing employment, in 
which any can engage j when men, become uni- 
formly as domcfticated as the fefnale part of the 
family, it is unnatural, unjuft, as well as uflr, 
courtly, thus to let the weaker fex fuftain (hq 
heat and burden of the day. v 

. However, as thefe females are not voluntary, 
tranlgreffors againft the genuine. border -.of, Na»- 
ture, fo far from refenting the yiolation of her 
laws. Nature feems much difpofed to recom- 
penfe their toil$. Health and chearfulnrfs are the 
rewards of their induftry. To judge from their 
complexions, ftature, and mufcular ftrength, one 
might almoll conclude, that they were changing 
their kx. 1 do not mean to exaggerate, by*the 
affertion, that a young German female will 
manoeuvre a hay-fork for hours, with more 
addrefs and lefs fatigue, than are obfei;vable, 
'when a delicate Mijs . combs out the fringes of 
^ petticoat. — A Iheaf of corn is turned about, 

with 
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With as much dexterity, as if it were a thread* 
paper. I have feen them faw wood, with fewer 
iigns of its being an arduous taik, than are ma- 
nifefted by ia laundrefs, when ironing linen; 
and fling large tubs filled with water upon 
their heads^ with more apparent eafe, than is 
manifefted by a fine lady handling a tea-kettle. 

Such fcenes were the more ftriking, from the 
contraft they formed with female education in 
the province of Holland. I doubt whether 
there be a fpot upon the globe where the general 
tenor of education is more fyftematically calcu- 
lated to enervate Body and Mind, than in this 
province. . I have known cans filled with warm 
water placed^ at the feet of new-born infants, 
from the firft moment they were put into the 
cradle. If their children take exercife^ as they 
term it, in the .open . air, they arc laid at full 
length uppn a bed, placed in a hand- waggon: 
their cloathing,. particularly among the loweft 
cjars, is, from, top to toe, both amiftruftand 
a 4efianQe of frclh air : their growing bodies, 
and ftiootihg limbs, are to expand m every di— 
re<5Uori, through woollen gloves and ftockings, 
flannel envelopes, coats upon coats, waiftcoats 
upon waiftcoats, fhirts upon fhirts. In fliort, 
they are fo furcharged with an incumbrance of 
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they fbrongly rcfimbka an $gypp4n (nummy. 
Add to thisj tbi? perpctvi^ u(e pf w^fm (toyeii 
to" their fcft, immenfe qnso^ti^ s of mifenbi^ 
CQSk^, and a diut^ii^ dkt of dried fillip ffUfldi 
«K^ buttcr-ipilk- Ths ^Qpffqufnc? of ?bi% 
mode .of ^y cation i% that th? qlafi Qf ofKfi 
dcftined to the 'mod aftive and laborious em-> 
ployments in a communityj ^e indQleat^ weak^ 
enervated y and the womc^ a prey to J^ftvic 

diftaiesi and that the mpft ardupw (cryico^ 
are principally comniitted t^P^fs^ Norinegmh 
Wefi^hqlumsi or the inhabitanw pf GuflderLmd^ 

Thefe obfervations are con^nedto thcPrmW 
tf Holland j which^ ^^^ ^^^ richeft, is' the moft 
luxurious and degenerated, and ' wji^r^ tjie cli- 
mate is the moft uphealthy^ . ' ' 

• . 'J 

Tell th? Britifh F^ir, thatj^ although 1 dp no^ 
wifh to fee tbenri io clofcly imitate the iriodcts 
before me, as to rg-cflk t|ie ufc of fhocs ar\d 
ftockipgs I though I do not ^ilb them to. e^hi^ 
bit a leg which ftould rival that of H/ixvjp^rirj| 
or a foot as fpacious as that of Bi^ ^en^ jit I 
wifh them e^ual Health and Spirits with ^eiS? 
Brunette of the field. Tell them alfo, that 
thefe pri^iary bleflings can ohly be figured b^ 
walkings 1 fay not tailing ^ith nature. Re- 
commend 


ipomixiead «vl]r rifiiig^ ASbtt tkertl, that 
^try hour d»e^ repofe bf yond the point of i'c- 
ft^flimcrit, is %n:»bj9rpHon of the 4BimaJ fpifits^ 
renders thftm liftkl)» In^ire^ a burdeo to them^ 
fejhri*s for th4f it^mainder of the d^yj— wid, 
moft probably^ to thof^ Jiround thf tp, Recom* 
meAd frequent £xer(Clife> in the open air> and 
frecpuent cxpofiirc to Wind* f^mewhat rude# 
Tho' r<(u/if they Ud friendly ^ for they will paint the 
cheeky with the biuih of Health, Something 
may be done qmcc ^within \ht bounds of that 
delicaty^ vvhi^h ]l i& uhreaibnable to fuppofe a 
lady will facrtfii:2& ts> the care of her cofiftitution. 
Let th«m inDitateat a diftwce^ and without ap«« 
{UToacbmg towards. the coarfc clumfinefs of theft 
vntxl damej^ anil ctey unU ihare a large portion 
pf their eovied fpixltj. The whole train of 
vapours vii^ bo jc£BripaAed> and hyfterics will \k 
nd niorc 1 . ' . . 

The nuit^f of t^ll athlejtic Fenialcs, that 
{jr€fft*nt tb€;.nlfelv^s to view in ^very part of Ger* 
iT)ftny I hav^-vifit^d, appestrs to nae ;o. exceed 
that of our own. fcx. The relative proportioa 
19 certainly greyer than in, any^ther country I 
have feen* This may in part, bc'afcribed to the 
laborious employments to which, from their 
infancy, they are accuftomed, and partly, to 
* \ . ^ L 2 their 
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their being the Defcendancs from a Race vhtch, 
according to the teftim(»iies of Julius Cafar^ 
Pliny and Tacitus, were the moft gigantic of any 
in Europe. I remember that profefibr Zimmer'- 
man, xnYiXiGeograpbifcbeGefcbicbSedes Men/cben,* 
attempts to prove^ that this fuperiority of Sta- 
ture and of Strength^ is to be afcribed to their 
vagrant manner of livings inceflant exercife, 
and habitual expofiire to a falutary degree of 
Cold I equally diftant from the enervating heat 
of more fouthern Climates, and the feverity of 
the more northern, which Hints the growth both 
of the animal and vegetable creation. To fimi« 
lar caufes he attributes the (ize of the Patago* 
nians> of the reality of whole eziftence he does 
not entert^n a doubt^ though their gigantic fta- 
ture may have been confiderably exaggerated, 
by the meafure of the Mind's«^£ye. The ftrength 
and fizc of thefe ruftic Females favour his 
hypotheies. 

Could we fufpeA from the great difproportion 
obfervable in thefe degenerate days, as the ad- 
mirers of mufcular Force, and Patagonian Sta- 
ture, muft term them, that the accounts of an- 
cient authors are exaggerated, an attention to 
the following obvious circumftance, will have a 

* Geographical Hiflory of Man. 
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tendency to reftore their credit. In tinoet of fioipla 
and ruftic manners, before artificial MeafWe was 
invented, the ftandards of Size muft neceflariif 
have been taken from various parts of the hu« 
man body: and it is natural to fuppof/, thai 
thefe would have been taken (rocn general pro*, 
portions, and fx)t from extraordinary excep«i 
tions. We are warranted to (uppoft alfb, that 
artificial Standards were tfterwardi formed moft 
comfpondent with the conunon fize. May w)C 
not therefore fafely conclude, from the names 
of various Meafures now in ule, that fuch mea^ 
fures were originaiiy correipondent to fizes much 
larger th an our own. 

For example, an Inch, is exprefled in moft. 
European languages, by a word fignifying the 
Tbumh and,confcquently, informs us of the cocti* 
mon breadth of an ancient thumb. As di ftii 
Htrculem^ thus we may izy^defiUi€e Girm^nticum^ 
A pa m^ expreflT. s the ftandard meafure of fit 
inches. Hence we may fuppole, that a palm 
of the ancient Germans, was, generally ipeak'^ 
ing, about an inch and half br jader than rnofl^^ 
of the modern. The fmaller £//, which feems to^ 
be a contraftion of the Gernuin word ElUnhogen^ 
i. e. an hlbow^ is equal to a CuHt^ and de«» 
fcribes an exteat from the joint 0f tl^ elbow, 
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t© tilw cxtif rtiity bf the mlddk-fiflg»3 equikl m 
^7 inches i and c^nrec^uently exc^ding by ft** 
Vtral Inehes the pHfent fize of Afjtts s^ftd Hands, 
We flifell Wot find one Foot in twenty among 
<ht modern feet, thi! will rfjeafor^ «welv« ifichw ' 
in length- Three of thefe m^ke a 2*^ f df 5 but ii 
yard !« equivalent to about fimr of our dirfli^ 
mlhed feet;- S* that W6 hav^ toft about /t4>^ 
ifi^hes in the af tide of Foot, by our degeneracy* 

■ A fit^e is the itieafute ofJlM/l^sl If wo 

tftay fepp4^fe> without ft^ppirtg dver ?h« bounds 
of probability, thii diftance wa6 but a Step for 
a»r anceftori, ive muft allo^v (hat i?h^ greatly 
out-ftept us } for there are not-lttany perfon3 that 
c%fi ftep with eafc beyond ihreffeaf. 

Perhaps this difproportion nnay appear in^ 
crediblei but We are to remember, that the. 
lengtl^ of a ftep is in general Gorrefpondettt 
with the fi^eof -tho perfort i and alfo> thai in iho • 
dfcylB to Wbiib we tthr^ the action of th« fennoraJ 
MuflgleS wafc not impeded by thofe vjle ligalurea 
culled Garters ; that the feet were mit cranrtpt 
witfe fhoes I and that the Toes' were fpread like 
the claws of fome Quadf iipeds, or, to be more 
degant, Ukethe fan of a lady at her devotronS, 
Wc itiay dfo ftfppoft, thit the Gerrtlans walked 
like the Indtitis, with ifpriftg 5 and not as We, 
ip^olpnt and c^ntraded Moderns, who move 

our 


But I am very immethodici.4> t^ bring you 
at once into the very centre of the town, and to 
make you acquainted mth- its inhabitants^ befom 
I have condu(5kd you to my inh^ and introduced 
friend Zimmirman, d la Cout de Deuit-PotitSj to 
your acquaintance* 

This houfe has been kept many years> with 
great reputation^ by the widow Zimmirman, 
who died a few wfeks before our arrival^ and 
left the direftion to her fon, Of him we have 
reafon to bear witncfs, that Se(juitur • matrem 
fd^ffibus sequis. 

Whoever vifits BuJfeldBrffy muft neceflarily 
fee the grand collection of paintings* Numbers 
come from a great.diftance, for no other objeft, 
and think themfelves abundantly repaid for their 
trouble. It Would of coniequence be an unpar* 
donable offence againft tafte and laudable Curi-*- 
ofity^ for any one to approach the city^ and nc%> 
\t& this vifu. 

Upon cKprefling to Herr Zimmerman our de- 
fire of obtaining admittance, be immediately 
ftnt his fervant to inform Profeflbr fFbite^ the 
fupcrintendant, that two ftrangers wifhed to fee 
the paintings, 1 he ProfejQbr appointed eleven 
o'clock the next morning. 

This famous Gallery is contiguous to the Pa-!- 
laee^ which again is contiguous to the conflux 

of 
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of the Dujfel with the Rbini. It eonfifis of five 
Rooms ; of i/riiich three are very large and fpa* 
cious I the others are fmaller. Each Room or 
Salh has its charafteriftic name. The one is 
termed^ for example^ the Italian Salle, becaufe 
moft of the pieces it contains are by Italian 
niafters i another the Flemifi ; a third the Salle 
of Dcuw^ alone from a very celebrated paint- 
ifig of that mafter being depplited there; a 
fourth, the Salle of Vanderwerffi and the fifth, 
of Rubens. 

For the origin of this Tnilitution, (b honour- 
;^le to its founder, fo beneficial to the arts, 
and fo profitable to the town, they are indebted 
to the zefil, tafte, and public (pirit of the Eleftor 
Jiibn fVilliam i and public gratitude has erefted 
a Statue to his honour, in the centre of the 
court leadbg to the palace. He commenced 
tl|g defign in the year 17 lO, but dying in 17164 
his brother and fucceflbr Charles Philip, being 
occupied in building and improving the city of 
Manbeim, totally negk£tcd this infant plan. 

After his demifc, the Ele6tor Charles Tbepibre 
exerted himfelf with indefatigable zeal, to ac* 
complifh the defigns of both his predeccflbrs. 
He not only compleated this Gallery, and ellab- 
lifhtd an Accademy of Drawing and Painting, 
at Dujfeldorff^ which he committed to the care 

of 
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* of Profcflbr Krabe, but he creded a Gallery of 
Paintings at Manbeim^ in conne£tion with a 
fimilar cftabliftiment. The Gallery of t>uffel- 
dorff^ however^ is acknowledged^ greatly to 
excel, both in fize and value of the colleftion. 
Indeed this is deemed not only one of the largefl: 
colle&ions in Europe^ but what is of more im- 
portance^ one of the beft feledled^ and is allowed 
to be rivalled by none upon the Continent^ ex- 
cepting the .qne at Drejdeny belonging to the 
£le£fcor of Saxony. Not a piece of an inferior 
mafter, or that is imperfedly executed^ has been 
admitted. 

You will be convinced of the utility of this 
coftly inftitution, when I inform you^ that it 
is not merely for the fervice of the Academy i 
every Artift alio is permitted to form his ftile^ 
or improve his tafte in this Gallery ; and he has 
free leave to copy after his favourite oiafter. A 
French lady was adually engaged in copying 
the Madona of Guido. You may have heard per« 
heaps, that Mr. Gre^^ an Englifh Gendeman^ 
has obtained permiflion to copy this coUeftion 
for Engravings. If he means to copy the 
whole, it is an immenfe undertaking, nor can I 
be without apprehenfion, that he will not find 
a fufficient number of fubfcribers to indemnify 
him, or repay his labour. 

After 
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After th^ deccafc of Profeflbr ifr^if, th« 
£)le&oc cQmmitt^4 %hc fuperintendance of thf 
Gallery, 4|nd ^Ifo of the Acadeipy, 10 Profefibf 
iKTi&i/^, who W apartments in ^he Building*,, «n4 
^ qertaia ftipen4. It i$ however expeded^ that 
eve^ Comply (hould prefent to hkn » gratuity 
for his perfpnal itttciidancc upon tfeem. Follow-f 
ing the dire^iops of our hQft> whom we had coo^ 
fulted upon this bufipefs, we ffipt a /)^i/i/ ecu 
(half a cFOWn) ipio bU hand> upon taking 
kavc J with which he feenned pcrfedlly fatisficd. 
Thia mode may perhaps appear to you rathef 
inconfiftent with profeflional dignity j but thelc 
af^ merely local idcas> ajvi th^ prejudices of 
cuftoro !. His Palm no morii recoiled from pria* 
(ipk of deliwcy, at the touch of half a crowa, 
thaa that of w Englilb Phyfician ait the touch of 
a guinea : 00 the contrary* like that, it acquires 
a kind of iriftlnaiv^ impt^Ue towards ic Thia 
fcrupk being removed, J am fully convinced, 
th^^s the mode is greatly to. the advantage of the 
co*T)pany fwrquenttng ^hefif Gaikries, For, fay 
what you ple^fc, fuch is the conftitutioB of our 
naturea* that men are incited to qecaGonal afts of 
vigilance and polite. attention, -by the imnocdiaic 
expectation of a fmaJl ad^an^age, more than by 
the general fenfe of duty, or even a general dif^^ 
pofuion to oblige. The largeft falary, fecurcd 

to 
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to any fup^ntend^ntj Icldon^ operates upon 
hU graut\]de or his fenfe of honour^ in propor« 
tion to it^ rnagnitgde* It is a very narrow efcape 
if the; pppofite cffeft be not produced ; if the 
party does not becoipe fupine and inattentive^ 
ii\ direct proportion to his obligations to the 
f QDtrary. The larger the benefice, the ftronger 
ihe propenfity tjp render it a ftnecure. 

Our Profeflbr was paying us every attention, 
and was anfwering every queftlon prppoied to 
hitn, ui a manner that indicated he was mafter 
of the fubjedj and ppQeflcd the diipoiition to 
fOOOTunicate, when a difagreeable interruption 
deprived us pf all the advantages of his con-> 
vq-fatipn. 

The foundation of this politenefs was, I 
(Jpvbt npt^ laid in his natural difpofition; the 
motives juft mentioned, might have their influ- 
ence; but an accidental circumftance might 
pperate moft powerfully of all. We had been 
f^n^itted into the Salle of thfe Flemifli School, 
l^fore the Profeflbr made his appearance ; and 
after we were recpvered from that percuflion, 
which the fudden view of fuch a multiryde of 
ipkndid figures had occafioned, we looked 
around us, to fix the general admiration excited| 
^§W ft^^ partici^lar ot^eft. l^ly ey^ happened 
a to 
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to be direded towards a beautiful figure of a 
female^ that was half concealed behind a window- 
curtain. Beauty in a Cornerj you know^ is 
always atcraftive. I immediately ran towards 
her, to take a nearer view of ner charms. 
The elegance of form, the regularity of fea- 
tures, and if I can ufe the term, the animated 
ferenity of countenance, united with delicacy of 
complexion^ convinced me, that fhe deferved 
a much moi;e confpicuous fituation« When I 
expreflcd to the Profcflbr, after the firft com- 
plirtients were pad, my difiatisfa£lion that 
ib much beauty ihould be placed in fo much 
obfcurity, he modcftly informed me, that it 
was a performance of his own, and that he could 
not think it worthy of a more confpicuous place, 
Notwithftanding this undefigned compliment, on 
my part, and this unaffeftcd modefty on his, our 
artift muft have a very peculiar turn of mind, 
if this circumftance did not give him a favour- 
iable opinion of my ConnoifTeurihip, and induce 
hini to conclude, that 1 was more worthy of 
his communications, than he might otherwife 
have thought. ^ 

. While, as I have already obfcrved, we were 
thus forming une Uaijoity and agreeably occupiel^ 
in communicating and receiving information, 
the arrival of a Ruffian Trincefs was anndunted ; 
'' • who 
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who immediately entered with fcreral of her 
Suite. 

The Profeffor advanced to receive her, and 
foon returned to us, making an apology for his 
not being able to pay us the attentions he could 
wilh ; as he fhould be obliged to accompany the 
Counte/s of Foikenfteiny who travelled intog. and 
was particularly recommended to his notice. 

Upon thefe tidings, my friend exclaimed 
a di-an-tre half as long as the Salle. We 
looked at each other with caricature marks of 
vexation and difappointmcnt. My friend at 
length broke filence> and relieved nature by 
fonne fmart farcafms againfl: the Greats 
. There is, in moft countries, a civil war be- 
tween Title and Wealth; but in none more 
than in Holland and Germany. In France and 
SfaWi it is fddom that Wealth has had a con*^ 
teft with a Title, becaufe they arc moftly united 
in the fame perfon. In Englandi there is an 
amicable accommodation between the two. Rich 
Plebeians arc not debarred from afpiring at the 
«nk of Nobility ; and Nobility occafionally re- 
pairs its fortune, by mending the blood of a rich 
Plebeian. But, in Holland and Germany, they 
hold each other at a moft contemptuous diftance. 
Kahlen Adel, bald or bare Nobility, is a term of 
reproach, perpetually in the mouth of a wealthy 

M Merchant, 
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Merchant, when he fpeaks of thofe whofc FtM 
milies are more diftinguifhed than their For- 
tunes ; and he is Maar em Kacpman, or er ift nur 
iin Kau£manny—ht is merely a Tradefman^'^is 
the retort courteousy when Germans or Duicbmm 
of Family, feek to humble the pride of a wealthy 
Merchant. 

My friend could not forbear launching the 
Kablen Adel^ upon this occafion ; and he ex- 
patiated with great energy, upon the foperior 
merits of a refpeftable Merchant, who difFufes 
the necefiaries and enjoyments of life over the 
globe, to thole Ffbgivorifts whofe exiftence is 
merely known by the diffufion of their pride and 
vanity. This thought was of feme fervice 5 for, 
as it contained two grains of Triumph, againft 
one of Irritation, though a natural warmer, yet, 
like Cayjenne pepper, in caies of indigeftion, it 
became a potential cooler. 

As for your humble fervant, nothmg relieves 
him, upon fimilar provocations, equal to a 
metaphor. When vexed and irritated, thoughts 
flow in like a torrent; and, like a copious 
perfpiration in inflanftmatory complaints, though 
they increafe the heat in the firft inftance, are, 
in the iiTue, very refrefliing. From the number 
. of ideas that prefent themfclves, I am generally 
fo happy as to fele6t thofe which have the rooft 

fatirical 
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« 

fatiflcal or ludicrous meaning. . 1 drefs thcni up 
in is piquaftt a manner as pbifible j and I derive 
muth benefit, either by the fmile of Contempt 
they excite, or the ridiculous appearance they 
preferit to my imagination ; arid, to the man who 
enjoys a JmiUy all the fpells of Ill-nature and 
Refehtrhent are broken for the inffant* 

*^ Thefe Travellers incog.^* exclaimed I^ *' arc 
arrant Thieves of Renown ! With their retinue, 
and their affumed titles^ their equipage, and 
their drefs^ they drain every nerve to give you an 
exalted idea of their Dignity and Importance, at 
the inftant they afFcft to conceal them! You arc 
to conclude, that, if they unavoidably exhibit {o 
much remaining Splendour, when under this 
voluntary eclip/e^ — if they ftlU fliine, though 
^^ Jhcrn of their beams^—ii the Periphery dazzles 
our eyes, though the Dijk is obfcured, — how 
injufferable muft be their meridian Glory I — This 
is the idea they would convey: but, trace 
them to the petty circle of their home, and their 
greateft fplendours are fcarcely equal to that of 
a Glow-worm /'* 

My companion rejoined, that the time was 
approaching with hafly fteps, when all invidious 
diftinftjon of Birth and Tide, fhall be obli- 
terated through the globe, and no other diftinc* 
tions ihall be known, than thofc conferred by 

Ma Merit. 
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Merit. This idea feemed as balm to his woundfecB 
fpirits ; and tolerable tranquillity being reftored,^, 
we fet ourfelves to contemplate the coUedion of 
Paintings, without our Cicerone. 

So many minutia have unexpectedly prefented 
themfelves, and filled up my quota of paper,^ 
that I (hall referve my further obfervations con^ 
cerning the Gallery, to another opportunity. 
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DufleldoHT. 


I Hope that you will be contented, my good 
Sir, with a very concife and fuperficial account 
of this celebrated colledion* 

It is not to be fuppofed, that the (pace of a 
few hours is fufficient to give the ipeftator him- 
self a juft idea of them. — His mind, in a Single 
vifit, is bewildered and loft in the immenfe va* 
Tiety. The impreflion made by the firft objeft 
is almoft obliterated^ or it is rendered confuied, 
^by fucceeding ones. To counteraA thefe effe&s 
as nmch as poflible, we had previoufiy enquired 
of a Bookfeller, for a general caitalogue, with a 
view to dire6i: our attention immediately to 
ibme of the moft capital peiformancesu But we 
were informed, that no other was extant, dian 
a Catalogue Raifonnee^ which could not be *pur- 
chafed fqr lefs than twelve ducats, and was tOQ 
voluminous to ferve as a Vade-mecttm 

The mention of fuch a catalogue, together 

with the 4)umber of rooms appropriated to the 

coUeftion, will at once convey to you fome idea 

. M3 of 
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of the multitudes of mafterly performances, 
which are here affembled together. 

Being deprived of our leader, and left, like . 
children, to walk ^lone, we caft pur eyes arqupd 
the firft Salle, which is diftinguilhed by the 
ngrae pf the Flimijh. They were immediately 
met by thofe of the difFcrent portraits^ that ' 
looked down upon qs frpm pn high, and, fol- 
lowing us twtxy ftep we tpok, feenned to demand 
a preference. We approached, and paid pur 
complipnents to thofe we I^ad the beft a^iquaint- 
ance with. To the others, we ejcpre^dour re- 
gret that we were deprived of the Matter of the 
Ceremonies, properly to iptrodqce us. 

Portraits muft fuffer very copfidefably in a 
publick coUedipi). They are never ii>t€:f cjfting, 
* excepting we Icnow ^he original, eith^T in perfpn 
pr by charafter. In. the firft .<:^fe t^eije may be 
two fourcc? pf pl^afufCi .<hp pq^ from, the elQfc- 
nqfs of the r^fe^pblanee, and . the pther ^-oox the 
tx^mxs of the execution i but this c.annpt be fup- 
ppfed to occur frequently. In the fccqnd, the 
iplnd miuft reft fatisfied >yith the cx^cuiiM i for, 
as to the likenejs^ a ,4pubt will alw^y^ remain, 
whether it be juft qr npt -, an^i this dpylpt is fre- 
quently increafcd, by. cponparing tWQ portraits 
pf the fame ifid^idpal, which feldpni refcniWc 

^ isach other^ 

There 


There is another obje£Uon to portraits^ which 
it is in the power of Artifts to obviate s and 
I h^ve been frequently furprifedj that early 
Painters of celebrity^ have not paid more at- 
tention to the circumftance. Many portraits^ 
(kawn by diflinguifhed Mafters, are made to 
look ftedf^ly at the obferver^ Let him place 
himfelf in what diredion he pleafe5^ ftill their 
eyes are upon him» Now^ this is fuch a vague 
and infignificant employment^ as greatly to 
counterad every effort of the Artift^ to throw 
good fenfe, or expreffion, into the face, When« 
ever the fubjefi: i^ reprefented as being attentive 
to fomethii^ intereftingj we p^ceive a mind 
at work, and his occupation prepoffeffes us in 
favour of the charader. It is perfe&ly cor** 
re^ndent with the idea intended to be con- 
veyed of every refpedable peribnage; at^d it 
gready relieves an infipid phyfiogqomy. Mo« 
derns are removing this objection. 

Of the number of paintings in this firft Gal« 
lery, the moft admired are> 

I. T'be AJfemkldge of Saints paying their ^J)e^ 
voHons to the ^een of Heaven, painted in the 
year 1646, by Gajfard Kraijer. The dif- 
pofidon of the groupe, and variety given to 
the countenances^ all of which are expreifive> 
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conJditute the charafteriftick beauties of the 
piece. 

(2. Our Saviour at the Sepulchre \ bjr Van 
Dyk. The pallidnefs of Death is thought to be 
perfcftly well reprcfented. I affure you, my good 
friend, Idifclaim every pretention to die charafter 
of Cpnnoifleur; but, if I may confide in my 
own opticks, and in my own judgement, in a 
fingle inftance, I will venture -co pronounce, that 
almoft every Painter, that defcribes the Death 
or Crucifixion of our Saviour, has exceeded the 
defign. In order to manifeft his Deatby they 
diffufe a bluenefs over the different parts of the 
body> which fuggeft the idea 6f an incipient 
putrification^ This appearance has frequently 
difguftcd me, in fcveral of the Crueifiaeous and 
Sepulchral fcenes, that are exhibited in the 
churches of the Auftrian Netherlands r nor is 
the rcprefentation before usi - totally exempt 
from the indelicate abiurdity. 

3. A Village Fair, by David Tenters, painted 
in the year 165 1. This is deemed one of his 
beft pieces. You know that every fceni relative 
to Peafant3 and Clowns, either in their own 
cottages, at an ale-houfe, or at a village fair, 
were the favourite fubjeds of Teniers, OJiede, 
and Jan Steen. Of ihefe three, Teniers had the 
kaft humour, but the moft finifced execution 1 — 

OJtede 
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OJiede is not fo correft ; but his fccnes poflefi' 
more humour \—Jan Steen excells them both in 
humour j but it is not always of the moft dc- 
licate kind. This laft was not educated a 
Painter. He was originally a Brewer at Delft, 
and wasj at firft, in fome eftimation in that line. 
His genius, however, impelled him to take up 
the brujh. But, as he began to improve in this 
art, he degenerated in the other, until his. 
cuftomers began to tafte the degree of progrefe 
he made in paintings by the badnefs of his b<er^ 
His chief delight was to frequent country fairs, 
and to fit in publick houfes with cottagers, till 
he acquired a complete knowledge of their man- 
ners. Low humour was his tafte^ in private 
life ; and many anecdotes are told of him, which 
I fliall fupprefs, as they will not bear the re- 
lation. This difpofition, which was quite in 
charafter among his village fcenes, was too 
frequently manifefted in compofitions that ought 
to have been of a chafter nature, and where the 
wit was lefs obvious than the abfurdity. As, for 
example, — he painted two Leyden Students, as 
prefent at the Crucifixion ; and, in a reprefcnta- 
tion of ihiQ General Deluge, amongft other things 
fet on float, were feveral of bis own beer bar-- 
relsy diftinguifhed by the ufual mark of his 
brewery. 

Thefc 
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Thefe and many anecdotes were tok} me 
die other day, in a company of Dutch Gentle- 
men, whofe proacimity to Delft furniihes them 
with opportunities of coUedting feveral minuter 
circumilances relative to this lingular chara^r. 
If they afibrd you any amufement, you will 
pardon the digreffion ; though I acknowledge, it 
is fomewhat like hauling him into the Gallery 
by head and ihoulders; for I do not recoUedt 
that there is a fingle piece of his in the whol« 
ccUe£):ion. 

The 4th piece in tbi^ Gallery, I {halt notice, 
is Hinting the fFild Bour^ by Francis Scbneyers^ 
This painting commands attention. The fury of 
the animal is incomparably well exprefled, both 
by its atdtude, the fiercenels of its countenance, 
and the deftru6i:ion it has made amongft the 
aflailants. Several of the dogs are reprefented 
as lying proftrate, dijbowelhdy and in the agonies 
of death ; othei^, in the midft of their ferocious 
courage, are checked by the fate of their com- 
panions, into prudence, and are directing their 
attack where there appears to be leis danger. 
One of the Huntfmen has pierced the fide of the 
boar With his lance i another attempts a (imilar 
ftroke ; but the lance breaks, and he is expofed 
to all the fury of the anim<aL The five Hunters 
were painted by Rubens. 

2 The 


The hft I Iball naentioh in this Sdlli, is this 
cdebrated painting of Schalktn^ wbp is juftly 
renowned for his fcepes by lannp and f:dndjie 
li^t. The fubjeft is the parable of the FooHfi) 
Virgins. The various-coloured flame of the 
lamp«, and the claro ohjcuro of their lights aini 
ihade^ are incomparably well exprelTod, A 
^avk» dropped from one of the lamps^ continues 
to byrn upon the flpor^ with a glow thac feefii^ 
in reality^ to endanger the carp^» 


The fecond Salle^ which is one of the fmallec^ 
is that diftinguiihed by the name of Gerard 
Douw. This celebrated Painter was a najdve of 
Leaden, s^nd flourtfhed about the middle of the ' 
laft century. Every Artift has his ftilct Thftt 
of J)ouw confifted in minute accuracy^ tinited 
with the higheft finilh ; in which he greatly exr 
celled every other Dutch and Flemifli Painter. 

The£b excdlencies could only be obtained by 
•care and patient affiduity. In coniequen^ce of 
which, his works are very few in number, fel- 
dom to be met with, and enfure a higher price, 
on this part of the Continent, th^n thofe of any 
other Mafter. 

As the fingie piece in this Gallery has fgf- 
ficient renown to give a title to the whole Gallery, 
to the no iinall difgrace of the many other 

maftcrly 


mafterly performances contained in it, you Mrill, 
doubtlefs, be curious for a particular defcription 
of it. The piece reprefcAts an Empyric, or 
Quack Dodor, at a Village Fair. The fccne is 
between the village and a caftle. The . ftage is 
erefbed before a publick houfe, and covered 
ivith a Turkey. <:arpet. Several gallipots and 
bottles, filled with drugs, are placed upon it ; 
jtpgether with an ape, a ihaving bafbn, and a 
para/bl, or umbrella. The Doftor is reprefented 
as extolling his medicines to the gaping multi- 
tude. His drefs is as fantailick and motley as 
that lof an Harlequin^ The archnefs of his 
looks, and comick manners, indicate that he is 
well qualiBed to impofe upon the crowd. The 
other diftinguiihed peribnages in the groupe, 
are, a Countryman, who has a Hare hanging 
acrofs his (houlder, at the end of a ftaff^ — a 
Woman, with a Child at her bread, baking 
foffertyesy a kind of cakes, which they fell in 
great abundance, on fuch publick occafions; — 
a Gardener, who is flowly wheeling a barrow full 
of various greens ; — and a Woman, gaping with 
eager credulity, while an arch-looking Sharper 
feizes the opportunity to pick her pocket. Douw 
himfelf is reprefented with his pallette and pencil 
in his hand, looking out of the window of the 
publick houfe, at the fcene before him. 

Every 
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Every part of this charged and complicated 
piece, is executed with equal delicacy, and is fd 
highly finifhed, that each figure, taken fepa*^ 
lately, will bear the mo(t critical examination. 

Although I have feen many cabinets ci 
paintings upon the Continent, yet I recollect but 
three performances of Douw. — One was in 
the coUednoa of the late Mr. Braamkamp, of 
Amfterdam. It is i^ many years fince, that I 
forget the fubjedt, though I recoUedt that it fold 
at an extremely high price. The other was in 
the fmall, but choice, colle£tion of the late Mr« 
iXockJcbeerj of Amfterdam^ which was fold after 
his deceafe^ by publick au6lion, about three 
years ago,-— at which I was prefcftt. In fize, it 
/ is only fifteen inches by eleyen and a half. It 
reprefents a handfome Fruit Girl, Handing be* 
fore a niche, or recefs of marble, which opena 
a communication between two rooms. She Leans 
forward, and feems to be raifing up a wovea 
carpet curtain, in order to place it on one fide» 
with her right hand, — while her left arm leans 
upon the lower part of the niche*. In this hand> 
Ihe holds a fmall baiket with fruit. An earthen 
pot, embofled with wrought figures, and filled 
with flowers, is near her elbow. A dead cock 
is placed upon the flab, on her right fide ; ^nd a 
bird-cage hangs above her head. At a diflance> 

a Lad]^ 
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a Lady is ttpvefcntcd as iinging^ accompatiied 
by a Gentleman on the violin. Notwithftanding 
there is fo much to cenfare in the compofition^ 
which is totally deftitute of unity of propriety,- 
yet this fmall piece was fold for* no lefs than 
fsventboujandfive hundred Guilders, nearly equal 
xxyfeven hundred pounds^ 

I was afterwards informed, by the Broker 
who purchafed it, .that his principal gave him 
coTrmnifEon to the fom of one tbeufand pounds. It 
is now in the Cabinet of, Mr, Jan Jacob de 
Bruye, a celebrated Merchant inAmjhrdam. 

I mention thefc minuter circumftanceS' for two 
reafons ; firft, to introduce thia diftinguiftied 
genius to your more intimate accjoaintance ; 
and, fccondly, to give you fome idea of the pre- 
valence of the Dutch tafte, in the department of 
painting. Indeed, they have little or no con- 
ception of ideal beauty. They are almoflr' 
ftrangers to the grand and fublime. Accuracy 
and precifion, ftill life, foftnefs of pencil, and- 
high finifhing, are of the firft value amongft ' 
them. The fliining of the inner furface of a ' 
brafi kettle, the refleftion of light from a glafs 
rummer, the wicker-work of a bafket, the ' 
threads and colours of a carpet, pleafe more than 
fenciment and cxpreffion. 

When 
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When we contemplate the works of Douw, 
we find it difficult to conceive how he could 
irrive to fuch a degree of perfeftion in nUnutU. 
A fiep behind the curtain wi]l> in fome meafurej 
explain this ; and, in order to giv^ you a peep, 
I will tranflate, for your perufal, a paragraph 
taken from the Life of the Dutch Painters^ 
written in the Dutch language. 

" Gerand Deuw^* fays my author, '^ in^ paint- 
ing his inimitable pieces, excelled every other 
Artift in patience and neatnefs. He ground 
aril his colours himfelf, upon a cryftal^ cemented 
into a wooden frame ; and all his pencils were 
made by his own hands. His pallette, paints, 
and pencils, were carefully locked up in a fmall 
cabinet, where no duft could penetrate. When 
he placed himfelf upon his chair, to begin his 
work, he fat motionlefs for a confiderable time, 
that every particle of duft' around him might 
fubfide. He then turned gently to the cabinet 
near him, and cautioufly took out his imple- 
mentSi mixed his colours, and painted without 
venturing to breathe over his work. When he 
refted, pallettc, paint, and brufh, were all re- 
poficed with fimilar caution. His room faced 
the North. The window was very large i and a 
Jtooty or pond, immediately under it, was fome 
Security againft the raifing of the dufty enemy 

from 
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from that quarter. Thus much for his neatnefSi 
Now for a fpccimen of his patience* 

*^ .Two Gentlemen, Joachim De Sandrart^ 
and Pieter Van Luary paid him a vifit. They 
were recieved in the moft friendly and cordial • 
manner. He difplayed his paintings in their 
different ftages. They were aftoniihed at the 
exquifite workmanihip. But what engaged their 
chief attention, and excited their chief furprile, 
was "the painting of a broomjiick^ about a finger 
in length j which feemed fo highly finifhed, that 
tioching could be added to it. But how gixat 
muft be their aftonifhment, when Douw in- 
formed them, that it would ftill require three days 
afliduous attention, before ic was compleat 1'* 

There are feveral other paintings in this 
Gallery, that merit more attention than we had 
time to give them j particularly thofe by Van 
Dyk, who, in my humble opinion, pofleiTes 
more boldnefs and fublimity, than any Mafter 
of the Dutch or Flemifh fchools. Jefus at the 
Sepulchre is much fuperior to the other paintings 
upon a fimilar fubjeft, mentioned before. The 
grief of the Virgin Mother, who is fupportihg 
the body, and the flexile manner in which ic 
repofes upon her lap, are happily expreficd. 
But, to give you fome idea of this piece, I Ihall 
tranfcribe the fentiments of a judge much fu- 
perior 
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period to myfelf. Mr. Pigage, who has pub- 
liihed a critick upon feveral pieces in this col* 
kftion, obferves, that " For defign, compofition, 
colour, execution, and fublimity, it is exceeded 
by none of his works. The body of Jefus ftill 
preferves the marks of Divinity. It appears 
incorruptible. The vital fpirits that have left 
the extremities, feem to colled in the centre, 
as preparatory to a renewed and perpetual cir- 
culation. Perhaps this is the only Painter who 
has been able to expreft the approaching re- 
^ivification of the body of our Saviour. Every 
other has always reprefented it with the ordinary 
fymptoms of death. This ought to be a fatif- 
fa<5tory anfwer to the objeftion, that the colour 
of the body appears of too florid a hue." 

The language of cnthufiafm, my friend, muft 
never be fubmitted to a critical analyfis. It 
would be cruel tg examine, whether it be poflible 
for any one to exprefs the incorruptibility of 
a hody^ or fuch an aflTemblage of the animal 
fpirits, that are to burft forth into future life, as 
our author reprefents. , It is fufficient, if a per- 
formance be able to fuggeft thefe ideas x in a 
man of tafte. I am the more anxious to vindi- 
cate the charafter of Pi;^ag.» becaufe, as you 
will have perceived, our fentiments feem to 
coincide, refpefting the general fymptoms of 

N death. 


XjS THE RHIN^E* 

deaths e;xhibited by Paint^rs^ in fubj^fts of ^uf 
nature. 

&e Virgin with the Infant, Jefus i a St. Se^ 
hafiian^ Sujannah and tht Etdns^ by the Auxie 
Mafterj are in high eftimatipn by jConnoilfeurs ; 
alio his own. P&r trait, in a mantle and veil of 
black rattin> and ornaipaented with the Golden 
Chain prefented to him by King Charles the 
Firfl:, when he was engaged at his Court. Thcfc 
arc confidered as the ehoiceft piece?, froni .up* 
wards of twenty by hi$ pencili that adorn tiic 
Gallery. 

The third Gallery is that of the Italian 
Mafters. This is cme of the Urgeft Galleries, 
and, in my opinion, the moft valuable of all* 
Without affeftation of Gonnoiflcuribip, I flatter 
myfclf, that / felt its fuperiprity. In perform:- 
ances of minuter workmanfliip, and laboured 
cxcoition,^ you muft fct yourfelf ta admire^ 
and you mud admire by piece-meals : but the 
firft glance of the moft diftinguiflied Italian 
Paintings, commands^ I will not fay your ad- 
miration, but your reverence. They elevate and 
tranfport. You feel as if you were contemplating 
the fublime of nature, in diftin£iion from the 
microfcopic beauties of a fly's wing. The 

fubjea is the primary^ the execution is but 9 

/econdary 
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/€C0f!dary confideratioiu At the firft inftant, the 
mind is too mudh captivated with the fcene, 
ds in a wdl^aftfed Tragedyj to think of the per-^ 
formal a^d *^e pay him the compliment to 
Jttfpeni applaufey until we have given fuH fcopc 
t^'the impreflfion his art has made upon us. 

tJpon entering the Gallery^ two mafterly pef* 
formances of the divine Raphael^ prefent them* 
felves to view, — 6f Raphael, to whom fublimity 
Was k natural, that it is confpicuQUS in Kis moft 
common charafters. His very Fifliermen might 
ferve for the Jupiters of almoft every other 
Painter ! One of thefe pieces reprefents the 
Holy Family; the other. Saint John in the 
Dcfert. In the fcwmer, is a majefty, and a co- 
louring which it requires a better pen than mine 
to delineate. The Head of Jofepb is peculiarly 
expreffive* 

The latter, being a fubjeft more adapted to 
the genius of otir Artift, and more fufceptiblc 
of dignity, is ftill more ftriking. It is deemed 
the rtiafter-piece of this great Mailer, and al- 
lowed to be much fuperior to -any other painting 
in the Gallery. St. John is repfefented of his 
natural fize, covered fimply with the ikin of 
a tyger, which loofely hangs over his fhoulders. 
He fits at the foot of a rock, adjacent to a foun- 
tain. -With his right hand, he holds a ftaff that 

N 2 . terminates 
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terminates in a Crofs ; and in his left is a flielT, 
filled with water from die founuin. His head 
inclines towards the fource ; and his countenance 
is at once mild and majeftick^^ The colouring,, 
the arrangement^ and well-adjufled force of the 
mufclcs, holding the medium between the Savage 
and the Citizen^ and his eafy^ natural atotude, 
are equally fubjefts of admiration. A pleafing^ 
Cottage is at fome diftance ; adjacent to which^ 
is a fmall Temple of a rotund form,, with colo- 
nades. The fcene is bounded by lofty moun- 
tains. 

I have ventured to* give you a general* defcrip* 
tion of this piece> on account of its fuper- 
cmincnce.^ I fhall curforily mention fome few 
others, out of the immenfe number that adorn 
the walls of this Salhi as they happened more 
particularly to engage my attention, or have 
acquired a fuperiority of renown. Amongfl: 
thefe, there is the Majfacre of the Infants at 
Bethlehem^yyj Annibal Carracio\ in which the- 
horibU is difplayed in all its force. The Ecce 
Homo of Corregio j where fweetncfs and dignity 
are admirably united.. The Holy Family of 
Andrew Del SartOy in the manner of Raphael. 
The Virgin and Child, by Carlo Dulci. Thift 
piece difplays more gaiety than is ufual in {vcJ\ 
fubjedts. The Virgin is feated near to a table^ 

on 
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on which a baflcet of flowers is placed. The 
Infant has a bouquet of rofe-buds in his hand> 
with which he fccms delighted. 

The fTemptation of Jefus Cbrift in the Wildcr- 
nels, by Lucas^ Jordina. . This piece is. as re- 
markable for the whimfical flyle in which the 
Painter tells the ftory, as for the beauty of its 
execution. Our Saviour fits upon the edge of a 
rock> where the Devil tranfported him, and 
where, under the guife and habit of a Monk^ he 
is very earneft in tempting him : Some ftones 
are held in the flap of his robe j and from the 
lower furface of thefe iflues a flame. I fliall 
leave you to criticife this poetic licenfe, and 
finifli my account of the Gallery with the 
Sufannab oi Dominique Zampieri. The Sufannab 
of Van Dyk is reprefented as ftcpping out of 
a Bathj that is inclofed in an apartment. Her 
furprife at the fight of thefe intruders, is well 
expreflfed ; as alio her eagernefs to ieize the veil, 
in order to cover herfelf from their infpeftion. 
The reprefentation by Zampieri, is more Ro- 
manefque, as well as more animated. The fcene 
paflts in the fequeftered part of a wood, clofe to 
a fountain ^ the bafon of which is fupportcd by 
a groupe of infants. Behind the fountain 13 a 
kind of recefs, partitioned off by baluftrades. 

N3 Here 
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Here the young and beautiful Sufannah is rc-v 
prefcnted as feated, upon leaving the Bath. The 
Elders fteal out of the wood, and glide as near, 
as poiTible to the baluftrades. Their ^minal 
paflion is ftrongly cxpreflcd. in their counte- 
nances^ as they g^se on. her beauties^ and fnatch 
at the veil with which Ihe attempts to cover- 
herfelf. The fear, fliame, and confufion.of the 
furprifed daoifel, are admirably well delineated.. 
By the way, the ftories of Sufannah and the 
'Eldersy 2xA of Jofefh and Potip bar's Jf^ifey my 
dear Sir, are told fo frequently, that >ivc mull 
long have been wearied of the fubje<Sts, if they 
were not peculiarly adapted to excite certain 
emotions; for, vary them as you pleafe, a naJced 
. beauty, and two old Jews defcrib^d the one -, 
a bed, female inticement, and the cfcapc of 
Jofeph, by leaving his robe in the hand of 
the amorous Belle, confticuce the other.. But 
Painters feem peculiarly fond ofi thefe fubjedts, 
as they confecrate, as it were, th^ indelicate 
paflion* They pretend to give leflbns of vir- 
tuous fefiftance in both cafes, while, in reality^ 
they are rendering themfelyes popular, by in- 
flaming concupifcence. They remind me of 
the pious Monk, who, to enhance the merits 
of. Mary Magdalene's repentance, and to prove 

that 
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that fbe was far diftant from the wane of her 
beauty, defcribed her charms in fuch glowing 
terms, that it is faid, the younger part of the 
audience were much more diipofed to imitate 
her vices^ than her contrition* 
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LETTER XniL 


Dufieldofff. 

The fourth Gallery is diftinguifhed by the 
name of Vander Werff. It contains the Paintings 
that were executed by this Knight, under the 
imnnediate patronage of the Elcftor ^ohn WiU 
liam. It is alTerted, that he received an finnual 
.appointment, of not lefs than twenty tboufand 
florins^ nearly equal to two thoufand pounds, 
under a ftipulation to work for the Elector, only 
fix months in the year. His Portraits are in very 
high eftimation. The Gallery is adorned with 
a number of. Paintings by this Mafter, They 
are principally taken from Scripture. Among 
thefe, a feries of Paintings that reprefent the 
moft diftinguifhed periods relative to our Sa^ 
viour*s hiftory, are in the higheft eftimation. 
For inftance,— the Vifitation of Gabriely^xhs, 
Birth of Chrifty— his Prefentation in the Temple, 
— Chrifi in the midft of the Dodtors,— the Ecce 
HomOy or when he was prefented to the People, — 
his Crucifixion, — and Chriji at the Sepulchre. — 

They 
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They are fmall pieces; being two feet and 
a half by one foot nine inches. The cha- 
rafteriftic excellence of this Painter, confifted in 
the delicacy of execution. The natural hue, and 
foftnefs of the fkin, arc, in each piece, inconi- 
parably well exprefled, and univerfally admired. 
Mod of his other pieces defcribe fcenes taken 
from the Old Teftament ; as, Sarah introducing 
Hagar to Abraham^ — Abraham difmifling Hagar 
and IJhmael. An allegorical piece alfo, in which 
the Artift has introduced the marriage of the 
Eleftor John with Mary d^ Medicis^ is highly 
cfteemedJ 

Moft of the Paintings of Vander Werff being 
minute and delicate, it was alledged that he 
could not excel upon a larger fcale. He anfw^red 
the objedtion by painting a very mafterly por- 
trait of himfelfj which, for dignity, is deemed 
fuperior to moft Portraits extant. It is now in 
the poffefllon of Mr. Gebers^ of Rotterdam^ who 
married the grand-daughter of this Artift. This 
I have feen. It is a Kit-cat, in fize as large as 
life. He is reprefented in a robe-de-chambrey 
holding his pallette and pencils in his left hand, 
and the Portrait of his Wife in the other. A 
Child is at his knee. He is of a brown com- 
plexion, and has an handfome and very manly 

coun- 
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coiihteriance. Although this piece is fo. much 
larger than the corinmoh fiz'e' of his Paintings, 
yet it retains* all the delicacy of his ftyle^ Upon 
the clofeff infpeftiori, riot a ftroke of the pencil 
is to be traced ; and yet, at a diftance, the whole 
exhibits a certain m'ajefty and force, which is 
purchaled by other Artifts, by rough and manly 
ftrokes. Attention has been paid to the miriuteft 
articles : The hand which holds the Portrait of 
his Wife, is reprefented as being behind the 
canvafsj the fingers alone, which projeft and 
tomprels the upper part of the frame, are ren- 
dered vifible. The nails are elegantly fliaped 
^ la Chejlerfieldy and refleft a glofly light. 

T^he' accuracy and high-finilh which diftin- 
guifhed the performances of our Knight, could 
alone be obtained by patient afliduity. It ap- 
pears, as Mr. Gebers informed me, from the 
Minutes of his Labours, now in the poffeffion of 
this Gentleman, that Vandcr fVerff tmi^loytd fix 
pr feven months aflfiduous attention, upon each 
of his principal pieces. This celebrated Painter, 
who received the order of Knighthood fi-om 
Germany i was the fon of a Miller, 

I muft omit the Paintings of Rembrandt^ 
riotwithfl^nding the ftriking majefly of his Cldr0 

Objcuro^ — 


THE RrHTNE. 

Ob/curoy — and alfo fcveral other pieces of grcat» 
ni«"it, — in order to ftep with you, for a moment 
into the Gallery of Ruhens. ■ ■ ^ 

« 

It is a0erted, that there is not a Painter upooi 
record, v^ho h^s equalled Rubens in the number, 
of valuable pieces which have been painted by^ 
himfelf^ or to whom fuch multitudes have been 
attributed. It is faid, that not kfs than two* 
thoufand (moft of them of coniiderable magni- 
tude, and charged with many figures) have pro- 
ceeded direftly from his own hands. ' Of num* 
berlefs others, . the plans, (ketches, or the moft^ 
intercfting parts, were executed by himfelf, while 
the drapery, landfcapes, and other fubordinate- 
parts, were left to hi$ Scholars. Again,, it is' 
obfcrvable, that moft of his Difciples were clofe 
imitators of their Mafter. Hence, fome thou- • 
fands of Paintings are. diffufcd over Europe, 
that bear the name of Rubens y merely becaufe* 
they were the productions of his School, and fa- 
much in his flyle and manner, that it was ex* * 
tremely difficult to diftinguifli the Mafter from . 
the Scholar. Thefe confiderations will, in fijme^ 
refpefts, explain the myftery \ for, it muft have 
been morally impoffible for 4>ne man, who 
did: not live to an advanced age, to execute the 
innunoerable Paintings that bear his name, and 

th^t 
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that arc exhibited as his, in almoft all the 
churches in the Jufirian Netherlands, in many 
other Catholic churches throughout Europe, and 
in the cabinets of numberlefs Connoiffeurs. Be- 
fidcs, he Was in a publick capacity, travelled 
much, and cultivated poetry with confiderablc 
fucceis. 

Among the moft diftinguifiied of his pieces in 
this Gallery, is a large Painting, that reprefcnts 
the Day of Judgment. This is about nineteen 
feet in height, by fourteen. You will eafily con- 
ceive, what a multitude of figures enter inta 
a oompofition of this kind, and what a fcope the 
folemn fubjc6b affords to the warmeft and moft 
fertile imagination. It was with peculiar plear 
fure we obferved that a Negroe was placed 
among the Eicft. There is a liberality in the 
thought which does him great honour. I wifli 
he had placed more ! — Poor fouls, it would be 
too hard for them to find an Hell in each 
world ! — We were right glad to find, that there 
were no diftinguifhing marks of Slave-dealers, 
and Slave-drivers, among the Reprobate. It 
would have been too fatirical for the folemni ty 
of the fcene $ but, had I been in his place at the 
time, I will not aver that I fhould have refifted 
the temptation. There is fomething peculiarly 
ftriking in the fituation in which Rubens has 

placed 
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placed himfelf. He feems to helitate on which 
fide he ought to turn. Earne.ftly wiflxjng for the 
right hand> with a fearful apprehenlion that he 
might belong to the left! 

" The web of our life," fays the Poet ♦, " is of 
mingled yarn, — Good and Evil together /—Our 
Virtues would be proud, if our Faults whipc 
them not;, and our Crimes would ideipair, if 
they were not cheriihed by our Virtues 1" 

Another piece, in the awful flyle, is the fall of 
Sinners into the Pit of Perdition. The multi- 
tudes,— the variegated marks of horror and 
defpair, — and the diverfe coloured flames ready 
to devour them; ar^ fo ilriking, that I am fur- 
prifed t]f\c Painter could fuftain his own ideas, 
while he was delineating them. 

A Rural Scene, with a beautiful Rain-bow, 
has the Angular merit of being executed in one 
day, though no marks of precipitancy are 
difcernable. 

The Death of Seneca is deemed one of his 
beft pieces. The Philofopher is reprcfented nearly 
naked, with his feet in a veffel of copper, filled 
with water tinged with blood. An incipient 
pallidnefs, united with the remains of animationj 

* Shak{peare> in All's well that ends well. 
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are well ^cprel&d. lAt is ftlU d^fcourfing widi 
dne of his Difcifiles. 

The laft piece I ifliall mendon> k d)£ Flight 
of the Amazons. Thist I w91 not attempt to 
defcribc. Yoa will learn to appredate its merits 
better than by any defcription of trii^c, when I' 
inform you that this Paintiog gave rife to the 
plan of erefting a Gallery. The Ele<5lor, having 
purchafed the piece by chance, was fo captivated 
with its beauties, diat his tafte becanne direfted 
into this channel, and he determined to form a 
colleftion of Paintings, which is augmented to 
its prcfent aftonifliing fize ! 

The following Anecdote of Kuiens^ w^hich I 
do not recolleft to be inferted in his Li/e, was 
communicated to me at the fame time with 
thofe concerning Jan Steen \ and, as it comes 
more aproposy I fliall not make an apology 
for it. 

As the Scholars of Rubens were jefting and 
playing with each other, in the abfence of their 
Mafter, one of them was accidentally thrown 
againft a Piece on which Rubens had juft been 
working ; and a confiderable part of it was en- 
tirely disfigured. Another of the Pupils fet 
himfelf immediately to repair it, and conipleted 
the dcfie;n before his Mafter returned. Rubens, 
on reviewing the work, obferved a change, and 
2 a dif- 
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z diffference that furprifcd and ,c;mba,rraflrcid him. 
At lengthj fufpe&ing that forne cme liad bttt^ 
buf/j he demanded an explanation ; adding, thj^ ^ 
the execution was in fo mafterly a manner, tha( 
he would pardon the impertinence^ on accounit 
of its merit. Encouraged by this declaratioiij 
the young Artift confefied, and explained th? 
whole, pleading, that his officioufnefs was merely 
to fcreen a Comrade from his Mafter^s angq-.— -r 
Ruhens anfwered, ** If any one of my Difciple$ 
ihall excel me, it will be yourfclf.'* — This Pupil 
was the great Van Dyk. 

: After the Connoifleur has fatiated his eyes 
with the coUeftion in the Gallery, he will mr 
turaHy yifit the Academy of Drawing and 
Paintings which is held in a noble f.difice> 
built by the Eh&or CkarJes Theodore y of which 
profeflbr Langer is the prel'ent Dircdor. 

As rhave already detained you fb long upon 
&bjeds of this nature, I fhall (pare you and 
myfelf from giving a particular defcription of 
this Academy. I Ihall merely obferve that it i$ 
faid to be in a very Souriihing date ; and many 
of the young Artifts engaged here, promife to 
be an honour to the profeffion. They are fur- 
Itifhcd with the beft models and defigns for 
drawing. Among the former, are the celebratecj 

Statues 
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Statues of Laocoon and his Sons,— of Veniis de 
MeJicis,*^tht Greek Shepberdejsy or the Venus 
aux Belles Fejfesy — an Jpollo de Behiderey^xht 
Dying Gladiator, &c. &c. Annong the latter, are 
four Porte-feuilles o( Rapbaely—DcCigns by Guido, 
Titian, Paul Veroneje, Tintoret, Corregio, Michael 
Angelo, and Annihal Carracbia. In fhort, the 
coUeftion is faid to amount to not lefs than/x/y 
tboufand Pieces ; of which, twenty tboufand are 
original drawings. 

J have accidentally met with a very interefting 
and authentic Anecdote, concerning a young 
Engraver, who was educated in this Academy,— 
which I (hall rcferve for the fubjeft of my next 
letter. 

We were informed, that the Count of NeJfeU 
rode had a choice Cabinet of Paintings, to which 
he. politely gives accefs to ftrangers j and that he 
is in poffeffion of the famous Hermit of Douw. 
But,' as our attention began to be wearied by 
the Paintings we had . already infpefted ; aa 
neither time nor inclination permitted us to fee 
every thing that was deemed worth feeing j and 
as it was our determined plan, to confine our- 
felves, in this Tour, to thofe objefts alone which 
feemed to conftitute the principal charadleriftics 
of each place we might vifit, we omitted to 
profit by the Count's politenels. 

For 
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For a fimilar reafoDj I fhall pafs by St.Mar^ 
HfCs Churchy and atlb the one which formerly 
beIono;ed to the Jcfuits, without going into 
tfaem^ notwithftanding the former is faid to con* 
tain a number of good Paintings^ and the latter 
excels in Architefture, One general obferva- 
tion will ferve for all the Churches and publick 
Seminaries on the Continent, built by the fol- 
lowers of Loyola : — They are the moft elegant 
and coftly of any of the publick buildings de- 
voted to the puipofes of religion, or of educa- 
tion ; and, in the days of their profperity, they 
were the moft richly ornamented with Paintings 
and Sculpture, and abundant in precious Rdicks, 
and moft nobly endowed. 

Adjacent to one of the gates of the city, 
is a Chapel, pertaining to a Nunnery, that is 
faid to be after the model of that at Loretto. 
But, as it neither contains fuch immenfe 
riches, nor has been honoured with fuch a mi« 
raculous tranfpo'rtation, I fhall pais it over in 
filence« 

The Garden belonging to the Jagerhaus^ or 
Hunting-fcat of the Eleftor, planned by Count 
Goldftein^ formerly Governor of the town, is 
much admired by the inhabitants of the city, 
and by the ftxangers that come from Holland^ 

O and 


and alfa fr^m in^niy parts, of Q&rmany* - Sut it is 
fo much; infcfipr to what jl>u have an c^por-^ 
tunixy of feeing^ every day,, ii) En^and^ that? 

a particular deferiptipa of it, wiU yi^l4 y^^ <^ 
fatisfa(3[ionk 

Qiva ijGKe leavQ tK> introduce yoi^ to ih^ /wU^ 
Horfes ia the Eledor's Statks^ cpntigwpus to 
the Gallery. Thefe wcire caught in the woods 
•f Duijburgy which: fornifli ^n occafionat, fHpfily 
witliout nrucbi expei)ce« Thefe aiun:ial9 axQ 
oaughi: by theii^ being driven into nets^ lb con^ 
ftrufted a$ ta entangk thecB,, andl y^t preven^t 
their doii^ tbetnfclves an. iiyiiry by tjie extremo 
violence of their ftruggles. Th^ yoyng ones zfj^ 
tamed, arid, become 'Very decern; nj^mbers of 
fbciety. Amo/ig otho* mechpda qf j;^c|u(;ing 
them* to obedience, it is. faid th%t; tlney are lad^n 
with large facks of faAd, ^. h^^yas they a^re 
able to- hear : Thefc are let diowni vp^n theif 
backs, by means of nope^ and puHifja, and ^e i& 
adjufted, that they cannot pofllbly throws? th^m 
off. After the anifmal ts. t»ade dOt Hand ftill 
tmder the oppreffion, he is gently fedx about the 
Jida^eiy Qc Ridiog^fcliQcil; sind ijiQ l^urden is 
' gradually madi& lighter and. lighter, according to 
hi& good tnebiyiour. 

I ought' 
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I 'Ought to have « told you .fbme tiiYie ago^ 
that I was furniftied with letrtrs/of introduftibn 
to two Geridemch oi Dnfftldorffi Thefe we did 
not ddivte until the afternoon of the iecohd 
day. The omUIion was pardy owing to our 
-being occupied in the Xjallery, and partly to 
tempeftuous weather. One of thefe Gentlemen, 
a Wirte Merchant^ was froin home: thftothe?, 
^ BcdkfcUer, fliewed \xi pvcry civility iri h\$ 
power, fcizing the intervals of fun-(hine to coh^ 
dufb us through various parts of the town. . His 
habitation, being in Carlftadt^ as it is terrticd^ 
gave us as an opportunity of contemplating 
this appendix to the old city, at our eafe. Ijt 
owes its origin and name to Charles fTbeedoreM 
It is divided into fix regular quarters, that open 
into an extenfive fqi-iare. AH the houfcs being 
upon one plan, it will have a beautiful ap<- 
pearance, when compleated. The neW ^rity 
has feveral good buildings, exclufive of the nev 
Palace, and Academy of Paintings 

In the midft of our peregrinations, a fuddeii 
ihower compelled us to take (helter in the 
houfe of the Society or Club. Thefe Clubs are 
eftabl (hed in almoft every town in Germany 
ami Ho Hand. They are upon a different, and, I 
think) upon a better plan, than is common with 

» you, 
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you. Several Citizens unite to hire a conve- 
nient houfe, and to furnilh it according to 
their numbers and extent of their plan. They 
place a . Superintendant in this, with a com- 
petent number of Servants. Provifions of tea* 
coffee, news- papers, &c. are purchafedj and 
the cellar is ftocked with a variety of liquors, 
out of the common purfe. In moft of thefe 
Societies, there is a Billiard* roqip ; and fome 
take in various journals, and new publications. 
At Oldendorffy near Brameny I have feen an ex- 
tenfive and well-chofen Library adjacent to the 
Club-room. This Salle is devoted entirely to 
reading: neither pipes, nor a fingle glafs of 
punch, are permitted to enter. By thefe plans 
of liberal ceconomy, every Subfcriber has a 
fecond home, where, at every leifure hour, he 
is almoft fure to meet with a friend, a pipe^ 
and the neWs of the day. Each article of con- 
fumption is paid for immediately by the.peribn 
that orders iti fo that no one is compelled to 
take more than he chufes, merely for the good 
of the Houjey on the one hand ; nor, on the 
other, is the Con^munity taxed by the indif- 
cretion or excefs of any of its Members. In 
fome inftances, the- finances of the Society enable 
them to meet in a Garden, with a commo*. 

dious 
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dious Summer-houfe, Kolf^^haan^ or Golf-ground^ 
during the fummer months. Where the Sub- 
fcribers are numerous^ you would be furprifed 
at the fmall expence for which each individual 
eiijoys fo many advantages. 


O3 LETTER 
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DufTeldorff. 

• 

NOTHING gives us more fallacious 
ideas of human nature, or militates with greater 
force in favour of the opinion, that a very in- 
confiderable portion of comfort is pofiefied by 
mankind, than the pages of General Hiftory. Wc 
are induced, I may fay, /^^«f^^, by the narra- 
tives of the Hiftorian, to contemplate the creation 
as one great theatre of violence. Mankind are 
confidercd as univerfally oppreffive, cruel, un- 
relenting. In a word, blood-fhed and devafta- 
tion are fuppofed to be the common lot of 
humanity; fo that even the compaffionate Reader 
is impelled to catch the fpirit breathed in their 
narratives, and tempted to curfe the fpecies. 

But compaffionate Readers would feel them- 
felves more compofed, if they recolledbed, that, 
by the perufal of a few months, a feries of events 
are made to pafs in review before us, which 
required years and ages to be put into exe- 
cution;— if they recolle6t?d,,that General Hiftory 

• 

IS 
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j^h thfc MagariRC tof Diftrefs^ ViHainy^ and 
XJriSdty i^lihat its pagts ore pitafeflfcdly crowded 
with extraordinary intwdtents; — and that the ki- 
4bnnediate p^riodl^, ^afied oyer in fii^nce^ are 
'filled tip ^rh peiccful enjoycneiit. Of every 
wimy fihat has beien fcut off, the individuals that 
tompc^ed it, muft have paffcd through years 
^lk)tted to gromli and maturity^ before they 
■doiftld be brought forward upon the theatre of ^ 
a£Hoii : They muft have arrived to a certain 
-1ige> beftM* they were ripe for being fliot through 
th^.body, or hewn to pieces, in battle j and, 
ifihce Tftaftdiflg armies, oand difciplined troops, 
-have been fubftituted in ike place of irregulars, 
•the largGft affemblage of military force, is but a 
comparatively fmall fcleftion from the multi- 
tude. All cities muft have flourifhed for years, 
and fome have for ages, before difcord and tyranny 
<:ould have deftroyed them. In Ihort, the hiftory 
of diftrefled countries, refembles the hiftory of 
Hofpitals and Mad-houfes : Whoever takes a 
furvey of thefe, may be aftoniflied, perhaps, as 
^ell asaflkdted, with their number. But, ex- 
cepting in occafional epidemics, or in other par- 
ticular circumftances, this number of the fick 
and the maimed, &c* does not ftrike us in th^ 
^common walks of life, or they appear in too 
fmall a proportion, to excite a murmur. We 

O 4 arc 
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are not to form an eftimate of the quanttm ot 
enjoyment poflefTed by oxen and fheep^ by the 
bloody fceaes of a Slaughter-houfe. 

We fhould alfo recoUeft, that^he Narratives 
of Conunotions and Wars> and great £xertions3 
and great SufFerings^ are highly pleafant to the 
mind. In Hiftory^ Romance> and Tragedy^ it 
is the plotSj and intrigues, and cruelties of one 
party, and the diftrefs^ or intricate fituation of 
the other, that render thele publicadons fo pecu- 
liarly intercfting. Our attention relaxes^ when 
fufFerings are at an cndl We drop the curtab^ 
when the ftruggles of diftrefs are no more^ and 
are contented with very confufed and ^general 
ideas of the happinefs which cnfues, without 
being inquiiitive concerning the minuter circum- 
ftances that compofe it. Thus> after the mind 
has been eagerly engaged in the contemplation 
of all the component parts of mifery, and dwelt 
upon every part with niinute attention, it draws 
the fallacious conclufion, that there is fcarcely 
any thing in the world but wretchednefs. No, 
my friend, this is not fair: There muft be 
a large portion of enjoyment in the world, when 
diftrefs itfelf is made the fubjedt of innocent, 
and even fublime delight I 

Once more: Vice generally advertifes itfelfi 
by the great and immediate mifchief it does j— 

Vice 
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Vice, like poifon^ is deftrudtive in fmaller dofcs; 
while the pradice of Virtue, like the daily ufc of 
nutritious food, is a ftill, quiet, habitual procefs, 
fupporting habitual health and comfort. Thou- 
fands, and tens of thoufands, for example, are 
daily nourifhed by the ufe of milk, and no one re- 
joices at the good \ but, if this milk happens to 
turn four in a brafs kettle, and proves fatal to 
a few individuals, the difafter is in every publick 
paper, and in every mouth \ and we all fhudder 
at the evil. 

In this manner I love to contemplate human 
natures and it does my heart good. It has a 
triple advantage. It infpires with more pious 
fentiments of the Divine govern nent, — with 
more kindly ideas of our fellow mortals,— and it 
dilFufes a chearful calm over the mind, which 
the mind never can enjoy, without being in 
tolerable unifon with every thing around it. Yes, 
Sir, I am poficive that there is much virtue in 
the world, and confequently, much happinels. 
Innumerable would be the inllances of virtuous 
condudt, if, unfo: tunately for ihe juftification of 
the human character, virtue was not, generally 
Ipeaking, of fo filent and rcfcrved a nature. As 
it moftly loves to do good in private, we cannot 
^. always trace Its fteps. It may work infenfibly 5 
but it works with e/Ecacy ; and focicty is kept 

together 


together in tolerable ordej-, withbtit iti energy 
being immediately perceived, or the links of its 
conneftion being diftinAly marked. If all the 
good which has been done, were as loudly pro- 
claimed as the evil, fure I am, that it would 
make noife enough to ftifle the voice of com- 
plaint. 

When, therefore, we are able to draw out of 
obfcurity, in fiances of noble fentiment and con- 
duft, I beg leave to confider thefe as the acci- 
dental difcovery of what is naturally latent, and 
as fmall fpecimens of the much that remains 
T^ehindy rather than as unufual infl:an(fes of phi- 
lanthropy. AViih this view, I Ihall proceed to 
the Narrative promifed you in my laft, and 
introduce to your acquaihtance a whole groupe 
of Worthies, co-operating to efFeftuate the hapr- 
pinefs of ah individual. 

Every one who vifits Antwerpy is made ac"-. 
quainted with the Hiftory of i^t Smithy wh6rfl 
love converted into ah excellent VainteY\ btrt 
•very one who vifits Duffeldorff^ is not informed 
of the Hiftory of a Bakery changed into an 
Excellent Engraver. Love, indeed, was not thb 
cauje^ but the confequence of this change. 


NARRATirE. 
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I 

SOME years ago, while Pro^fibr Krahe 
was Superintendant of ihe Gallery of Paintings^ 
lie received a vi(k &om a young Baker of tba 
towf>;.who> after a very fiiort introdu&ion, took 
a book out of his pocket, which he pre&nted 60 
llr. Kraiey exprefluig a defire that he would 
fHarchaie it. The Superimendant found, upon 
examination, that it was a Prayer Book, orna-^ 
'menfied, in the anckrnt ftyle of religiou6 foppery, 
"with a number of coloured figures and en^ 
gravings. It was. the one wiiich the EletEtor 
Clement Augujlus^ of Colcgne, had ordered to be 
publi(hed, and was become v«ry/carce and va- 
Itjable. The ProfejQTor enquired whence he had 
it; and the young man anfwered, with a modeft 
bltilh, that it was a Copy from one he had bor- 
rowed. *' By whom ?'^ " By myfdf," rejoins 
tfce youth. Upon a clofe examination, Mr. 
Krahe U)v\d fcarcdy diftingui(h the Copy from 
the Original. He could not conceal his fur- 
priie, and a(ked, why he did not pra<Sbife en- 
graving, rather than continue a Baker ? 

The youth anfwercd, that it was the wifh of 
his foul; but his father, having a numerous 
^ family. 
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family, could not afFord the cxpcncc of fuitabic 
inftruftions, " I defign to travel/* adds he 5 
« but, as my father cannot furnifli the means, 
and as I knew that you was fond of drawings, 
I was emboldened to make this application to 
you, in hopes that you would purchafe the 
Copy, to furniih immediate help, and I muft truft 
to . my induftry and good fortune^ for future 
advancement." 

. ** Call here to-morrow, without fail," fays 
Mr. Krabe, with an emphafis that manifefted 
pleafure and aftoniihment. 

Early the next morning, the Profeffor called 
upon an intimate friend at Keyjerwerthy a few 
miles diftant from Dujfeldorffi of which place 
the young man w^s a native. 

This friend, with the power, had the dif^ 
pofition to do good. Krabe told him the ftory, 
ihewed him the workmanlhip, and begged him 
to lend the young Artift two hundred crowns. 
" He will, doubtlefs," adds he, " become, in a 
few years, a diftinguilhed Engraver, and be able 
to reimburfc you. I will be fecurity for the 
payment/' 

" I take no fecurity," anfwered his friend; 
and he advanced three hundred crowns. 

Krabe returned to the aftonifhed and tranf- 
ported Baker with the money. He quitted the 

Oven, 
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Oven, learned Geometry and PeiTpeftive, ap- 
plied to Drawing according to the rules of 
the art, and acquired a competent knowledge c^ 
Hiftory. 

After affiduous applicatio/i, for the fpace of 
two years, the young man had made fuch rapid 
progrefs, that Mr. Krahe advifed him to quit 
Dujfeldorffy where no further improvement was to 
be expeded, and vifit Parisy promifing him a 
letter of introduftion to Mr. Willes^ a celebrated 
Engraver in that metropolis. 

Schmitz (for this was the young man's name) 
put his advice into execution ; and, in order to 
ceconomize his little (lore, he travelled on foot 
from Vujfeldorff to Paris. But, unfortunately, 
he fell ill immediately upon his arrival ; and, 
although he applied to a Monaftcry, where 
he was hofpitably received, and carefully at- 
tended, yet incidental cxpcnces, during an 
illncfs of fome continuance, had entirely ex- 
haufted his little ftore. Upon his recovery, that 
delicate kind of pride, which fo frequently ac- 
companies true genius, forbade his making ap- 
plication to Mr. IFilleSy while he muft appear as 
an indigent beggar. 

One day, as he was walking penfively in the 
flreets, his mind occupied with his unfortunate 

fituation. 
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fituation^ he was met by two Soldiers of the 
Swifs Guards ; one of whom accofted him with 
the enquiry, " Toung man, an you not a Gerr 
manh—'' Yes."— '^ From whence?"- " From 
Keyjerjwertby near I>uJfeldorff^^ — *^ You are 
my countryman.— What do you do here?"— 
Schmitz relates to him the particulars of his 
hiftory; adding, that a long illne& had ex- 
haufted a large portion of his time, and all hi$ 
money ; and that he could not fupport the idea 
of being troublefome to any one* The Soldiers 
advifcd him to ^enlift, affuring hin) that the 
fervice was not fevere, and that he would have 
Jeifure to follow the bent of his' genius. Schmiiz 
accepted the propofition> was introduced to the 
Captain of the Regiment, was enlifted for four 
years, and fhortly after, was introduced to Mn 
Will^Sy by the Captain himfelf. As much time 
was indulged to him, as the nature of the fervice 
could polEbly admit, to purfue his favourite 
objeft, under the direftion of Mr. IVilles. He 
continued in this fituation the four years, when 
he received his difmiffion. 

Finding that he was in the Ijne of improve* 

ment, he continued at Paris two years longer, 

applying himfelf, with the utmoft. diUgence, to 

the art of engraving : at the expiration of whicfci 

2 term. 


term, Ke returned koroe, with the beftattefta^ 
tions concerning hU talencs^ indu&yji aad moral 
conduft. J 

Profeffor Krab^ received him with open arms, 
was charmed with the progrefe he had made, and 
engaged him to work in tjhe Cabinet. He don- 
tiaued to work under the infpeftion of the Prg- 
feflfor, about twp yearsa, qondufting bimfelf ia 
iuch a manner, as to gain upon the aSedion?. q£ 
his. J^atron. 

It; wa3 abow this period, that the Profeflibr in^ 
vitcd our Artift to an entertainment, wherq 
ifev^ral of bi$ frientis weje to be prefcnt. He 
i|>ct bis friend^, and was entpring into the joy^ of 
QQnviviAl. inter<;ovrfei when be was informed thaq 
the entertainment was in honour of a Stranger* 
5ut:a|,as ! this Stranger wa»thc deftined ^isj/^^^ 
qf the ^rofe0br*s el/i^ft daughter ;--beautiful, ia 
bi? eyes, a^i a^ Angel ; and wife, in his judgment, 
a^ a Goddf fs of Wifdam. He made as, precipi- 
tate a^ retreat a3. decesncy woukl permit, and left 
t^ bnft gjafs, anrf joyiaA fong, to ^rculatc 

among the happy. 

The ne^^t morning, he returned to tbe Cabinet 
with, the utmoft. dejeftion of mind and coun- 
tenance., Xhi^. fpddiea change was. noticed bji 
bis B^efaiStor, who enquired \n%p the caufe^ 
ScbmfZt, in cQQfufed exprjd£m%i and. wijth^faxdif 

tering 
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tering roice, confeffed that he*had fallen deeply 
in love with that very daughter who was Ihorriy 
to be in the pofieflion of another. 

*' Have you intimated to my daughter, the 
ftrength of your afFeftion ?" 

" Never J* anfwered the noble youth j " not 
in the moft diftant manner. Could I, without 
title, fortune, or pretenfions of any kind, be fo 
bafe as to fpeak of love to the daugjiter of my 
Friend, my Patron, my Benefaftor? I was con- 
tented to fee her, and was careful to condu£t 
myfelf in fuch a manner, that no fufpicions 
might arife, to debar me of that happinefs ; and 
now, I learn, that I am fhortly to be deprived 
of the only fatisfaftion to which I dared to 
afpire." 

The benevolent Profeflbr tried his utmoft to 
foothe and comfort him, — aflured him of the 
ftrength of his afFcftior, — that he loved him as 
his own child, — but warned him to fubdue his 
love for Henrietta ; expatiating upon the crimi* 
nality, circumftanced as they were, of indulging 
the paflion. 

The -poor young man admitted the force of 
the argument, and promifed to obey. But the * 
ftruggle was too much for his conftitution. He 
fell ill, and continued in a dangerous ftate, up- 
wards of four months. Mr. Krahe paid him 

every 
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cv^ry attention, and gave him every cohfolation 
in his power. But, in all their intervicwsj the 
name of Henrietta was never mentioned. His 
lamentable fituation, however, could not be con- 
cealed, from her. She fympathized, and moft 
fincerely pitied j but, though " Pity is fo near 
a-kin to Love," Duty and Honour interpofed 
a barrier between them* 

The intended hufband returned to his pa« 
rents i and it was not difficult to perceive, from 
the tenure of his letters, that certain objeftions 
were ftarted by them to the union. Although 
lie dared not to exprefs his own fentiments 
fully, upon this occafion, yet Henrietta divined 
them, and gave him full power to follow the 
genuine bent of his own inclinations, renouncing 
every claim upon his promife. The anfwer was 
correfpondent to her expeftations i and, allow- 
ing a (hort interval for the fuppreflion of that 
chagrin which the injured pride of every young 
Lady nriuft fuffer in fuch delicate fituations, (he 
permitted the fufFering of Schmitz to engage 
more of her thoughts, — generoufly indulged her 
compaflfion, until {he found it blended with af> 
feftion, — and, finally, addreffed her father thus : 
** Sir, I know it has been your wifh, to have 
Schmitz for your fon-in-law— -Every obftacle is 

P removed-fi.- 


/einov6d«<^Teli him, that Hfittieft* wSI be h'a; 
if flie can; pramoce his felicitf." 

The joyful &ther infomYed him of ^is d^ 
claration in his favour. But the good news Vff^ 
as like to have proved fatal^ as his deipair. ke*« 
covering from his emotion^ and leaning on tht 
arm of his Benefador, he was condu£ted to the 
generous objeffc of his paflion s and, by paffing 
the evening in her conspanyj he was chearedy 
comforted, and reflored«. 

But, kow great was rfie furprife of i^vciy one,, 
when they learned^ the next mornih^, that the 
Lover had left the town, in a carri^ with 
four horfes, and had carried his jplates and 

drawings with him! What aftonifhment to 

Krabe /—What a thunder-ftr&ke to poor Hen-^ 
rietta! 

This was fo apparently the aft of a difordered 
brain, that his return was dreaded as much as 
his flight was lamented ! Nor did t'liey receive a 
fingle line in the interval, to remove their 
doubts. On the ninth day, he returned from 
Munich, with an order for a pcnfion bf ftx hun^ 
dred florins p^ annum, to be paid to Schmiiz, by 
the Treafurer o( the Palatinatei 


He 


. tic had been to throw himfelf at the feet 
t>f the Eledlor Palaiint. He difcovcred to hiai 
his love^«r-his'iituation,**^'fl3ew^ him the certi-*^ 
ficaces of his conduft^ and the ipecimens of his 
workmanihip« The heart of the Ekdlor waa 
mored^ and he gave him the peolion. 

** Now,Siri" fays the generous^heartediS'fi'wi/z, 
*' I am more worthy of my Hmrieita^^ 

This event took place in the year lySs, The 
particulars are extracted from a publication^ in 
high .repute^ entitled, Mufeum fur Kunftkr^ 
und fur KunftUebhaber -, or, Hiftory of German 
Artifts, I am very (brry,, that my total igno- 
rance of the Anecdote, when at DuJf$ldorff^ pre- 
vented me from making thofe enquiries, which 
more than curiofity would have didtated, relative 
to this worthy couple, or the prefcnt ftate of our 
Engraver, 

See thtre, my friend^ in one fbort hiftory, the 
eulc^ium of numbers ! — I befeech you to make 
dAie comments upon the excellent charafter of 
our Artift, the Hero of the piece, — upon the 
benevolence of the Profeflbr, — his Friend, of 
Keyferjwerth^ — ^he Monks in the Convent, — 
the two Soldiers, with their Captain, — the En- 
graver fVilUsj—xh^ Eleftor Palatine y^-^-znd the 
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amiable Henrietta j and then revert to my pro- 
pofition, that the Private Hiftory of Individuals^ 
would> in general, give us more favourable ideas 
of human virtue, and of human happinefs> than 
thofe are apt to imagine^ who dire£b their chief 
attention to the ambition of the Great> and the 
fubverfion of Empires. Numberlefs are the in- 
flances, where Individuals emerge from ob- 
fcurity, and adfc a confpicuous part on the 
Theatre of Life, We behold, and applaud the 
Ador, without adverting to the different flages 
through which he muft have paifed, before he 
was prepared for this honourable exhibition, . 
and how far he muft have been affifted, in each 
ftage^ by thofe around him. 

Go to, ye Libellers of your Species! ye 
Dcfamcrs of God*s moft perfeft workmanlhip 
below ! ye that delight to Iketch out figures . 
with charcoal, add horns, a tail, and cloven-feet 
to your fkecch, and call it human ! Man is 
naturally a friend to man. Adventitious cirr^ 
cumftanccs may fupprefs this kindly temper, 
until the moft contradted felfifhnrfs is deemed a 
fyftcm of genuine prudence ! Tyranny may dc- 
prefs the miftd, until it be rendered incapable of 
one virtuous exertion ! Falfe Theology, by re- 
prefcnting the heart as naturally vicious and de- 
praved. 
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pravcd, may d^ftroy the choiceft fprings of 
adion^ — may perfuade us^ that to a£t the Knave 
or Foo]^ is merely to a£b in charadter : Whereas^ 
a confcioufnefs that we are capable of doing 
much good,— a conviAion that we are naturally 
difpojed to do good, — that the inftinft was given 
us, that we might become the adtive inftruments 
of the Divine benevolence, — an inftinft fo 
ftrong, that it is deemed inhuman to ftifle its 
^mpulfe,— thefe are admirably calculated to 
quicken the difpofitxon, improve the habit^ and 
extend the efieds, \ 
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' THE third day from onr arrival, as we had 
fatisfied our cunofity at Duffeldorff^ we wifted to 
direft our courfc towards Colagne^ diftant about 
fix or feven and twenty miles, But, how great 
was our mortification, when we learned, that not 
a poft-horfe was to be procured in the whole 
tow|i ! The Traveller incog,^ the Countefs of 
Falkenfteifty with her Suite, like a mifchief- 
working Comet with its tail, had fwept them all 
away. What rendered our vexation the greater^ 
Was, wc began, to be impatient for letters, 
which we fuppofed, according to the regulations 
we had made, might be waiting our arrival.at 
Cologne. 

Achilles himfelf, in his quarrel with Agamem^ 
ncn, could not put on a more Jombre afpeft, 
than my worthy aflbciate, when he con- 
templated our carriage ftanding folitary in a 
corner of the Remije^ with the blinds drawn up, 
3^nd pole drooping to the ground^ deftined to 

remain 
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remain a tedious twenty-four hours longer ia 
diat dgoded ftate ; oor could the injured Hero 
of Antiquity, with his friend PatroclHS^ noanifed 
dieir wounded pnde with oiore haughty ftrideis 
CO and fro, in the martial tent^ than we difphy^ 
in the publick Room ot* our Hotel I 

As £y9cxxii&^ according to Sierne^ have an 
aflimilating power> thus can a perverfe humour 
feed itfelf, and murijb itfelf too, with the m(^ 
oppofice kinds of food. In the intervals of a 
clear fky, we regretted that &ch lovely weather 
(hould be loft in inadivity. When the heavens 
were louring, we lamented that we were lofing 
precious time in our chambers^ while we could 
have redeemed it, fitting in our carriage> as 
effeftually fhdtered from the rain. Upon the 
whole, however, the day was tantalizii^ fair, 
and our vexation was the greater upon that 
account. 

At length, we were advifed, by feme of the 
company at our Hotel, by way of alleviating oujr 
dillrefs, to vifit the Monaftery of La ^rappe, ib 
famous for die taciturnity of its Brotherhood. — 
It was but a walk of two hours ;-^-The Countefs 
had deprived us of every other mode of con^** 
veyancc; and the Angularity of the Inftitution 
promifed to indemnify us for our trouble, who 
had fuch a large fragment of time heavy upon 
- V , p 4 our 
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our |>ands. We accordingly formed a party for 
the afternoon ; and this plan rcftored our peace 
of mind, fdr a feafori. 

But alas ! when can peace of mind be enfured 
for any continuance ? The unexpe£i:ed appear- 
ance of the Wine Merchant to whom I had nry 
letter of introduftion, difconcerted our plan, and 
our tempers. This very polite and obliging 
Gentleman, being informed of the predicament 
in which the Rujftan Princefs had placed us, 
and of our folicitude to pais the night at Cologne^ 
alleged, with the utmoft confidence of fuccefs, 
that he ihould be able to procure the horfes we 
wanted. 

This affertion awakened old defires a-new, 
particularly in the breaft of my friend. As to 
myfelf, the propofidon of vifiting La Trappy 
had perfedly reconciled me to the difappoint«r 
ment. 

Our new acquaintance very obligingly under- 
took to execute the comnnifllon, and, in the 
fpace of an hour, came back in triumph, to 
inform us of his fuccefs. Bur, as the horfes were 
juft returned from a ftage they had performed 
the preceding evening, the Proprietor told him 
they would require reft and refrefhment, and 
that they would not be forth-comiftg, imtil 
(^bput three o'clpck in the aftcrqoqn. 

Affair5 
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Affairs being thus adjuftcd, I could not %-. 
bear expreffing my regret, at the publick uble,. 
thatj according to this new conftitmion of things^ 
I was prevented from feeing the Monaftery of 
ha T!rafpe. One of the Gucfts anfwered, that a 
plain and fimple account of it^ as he and his 
companions found it the preceding day, might 
at prjce fatisfy my curipfity, and alleviate my 
difappointment : 

« The Monaftery of La ^rappe,*' fays he, 
^^ is (ituated about the distance of an Englifh 
mile from the Palace of GQldftein^ in the Eaftem 
diredtion. Upon our ringing at the gate, it was 
opened by a Porter, who conducted us into 
a fmall and mean Stubcy or Side-room, where 
we waited until the Prior made his appearance. 
His portly corporation, plump cheeks, and 
grcafy drefs, fuggefted the idea of a Cook^ rather 
than of a Priory and by no means corresponded 
with the accounts we had received of their 
ITieagre fere withia the walls, 

** Uppn expre01ng our defire to fee every 
thing that was curious, in this place of devout 
retirement, he ^nfwered, with a tone full of 
Jiumijityi that he feared we Ihould be deceived 
in our expeflations ; and his fears were too wtell 
founded^ He conducted us acrofs the Court, 
which w^s over-run with briars and thorns^ fp 

thsK 
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that tRere was fcarcely a path left for our feet. 
He brought us to the remams of a Church, tht 
greater part of which was fallen into ruins, and' 
in which we faw neither Painting, Statue, or 
Crucifix, that defcrved attention. Frona thence 
we were condufted to the Refedtory, where no- 
thing was to be fcen but tables and benches; 
while the difegreeablc effluvia of this hanqueUing 
Salle, drove us Ipeedily back again into the 
open air, "^ 

^^ We repeated our earneft defirc to fee the 
curiofities ' of the facred Manfion, the holy 
Veffelsj Veftments, Paintings, Relicks, &c. and 
to be infonned concerning the Regulations of 
their Order He anfwered, with an arch fmile, 
that we had (ten the whole. * As* to the Rules of 
their Order, and mode of Hvfngi they were no- 
thing very Angular. Their food was chiefly of 
the vegetable kind 5 now and then, they were 
indulged with fifli. Their common^ drink was 
beer ; but they were fometimes allowed the mo- 
derate ufe of wine. He invited us to fee the 
other parts of tKe Monaftery; which confiftcd of 
the Kitchen, and their Cells, and contained no- 
thing, he faid, extraordinary. But we found the 
above fpecimen amply fufficient. 
* " Upon our return to the outward gate, we 
Vefe embaiVaffed'how to aft refpefting thcpecu^ 
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jhiary acknowledgment, as we were apprchcnfire 
of offending the delicacy of the Prior. He fooiv 
rejieycd tis-f rofn this , cmbarraflment, by ftretch* 
jng out his hand; and he cdndeft'ended totharfk 
us very kindly for the donation,^ ' 

Notwithftanding thefe appearances of extreme 
|)Oyerty, I am welt informed, that the Monaftcry 
is richly endowed. They have upwards of 
fixty acres of land furrounding the dwelling, 
befides confiderable poffeffions in other places : 
This renders their felf-mortification the more 
meritorious in the eyes of Super ftition j or, their 
fyftematic avarice the more despicable in th<? 
leyes of Common Scnfe. 

By the above account, you will perceive, my 
good Sir, that I ftiould have been miferably 
difappointed, if I had paid a vifit to the Mo* 
nailery. It feems, however, that thefe Monks 
are fomewhat degenerated from the original 
Rules of their Order j the feverity of which his 
been fuppofed to exceed, in every refpeft, that of 
the ftrifteft Diftiplinarians. But the fuperficial 
account given us by this Gentleman, is fcarcely 
fufficient to gratify our curiofity ; nor does it 
convey any information relative to the Origin 
of this Order, or its diftinguilhing peculiarities. 

To fupply this defeft, I would advife you to 
coniiilt Bruzen de la Martiniere's Diff. Geography 

& Cri^ 
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6? Critiqucy Tom viii. p. 647 1 and alfo La De^ 
Jcription de VAbhayc de la Trappe, par Monf. 
FelibieUy publiihed in 16 8a. By comparing thefc 
Authors, you will learn that this religious Order 
is originally the fame as that of the Ciftercians. 
The firft Abbey was founded in the County of 
Percbe in France^ by Roirou, Count of Percbe, 
under the name of the Monaftery of our. dear 
Lady of the religious Houfe Zm Trappe, in the 
year 11 40. 

The Monks, we arc informed, foon plunged 
into all the vicious irregularities which had long 
diftinguifhed and difgraced the Cijiercians ; and 
they continued a reproach to Religion for many 
centuries. At length, Jobn Boutbilier de Rancey 
an Abbot, who flourifhed about the middle of 
the laft century, a perfon of fenfe, difcretion, 
and piety, had fufficient influence over the 
fraternity, to reduce them to the obfcrvance of 
a much ftrifter difcipline, and eifentially to re- 
form their morals. By his own example, as 
well as precepts, he persuaded them entirely to 
forfake the ufe of wine, of meats, filh, eggs, 
butter, inilk ; in fhort, of whatever was animal, 
or animalized; and to fubflitute a vegetable 
diet, and the beverage of water, in their place. 
A fmall quantity of weak cyder was occafionally 
permitted, by way of luxury ^ and he overc^une 

their 
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their indolence, by enjoining them the culti- 
vation of the ground, for the fpace of thrc6 
hours every day. By fuch means, he hoped to 
cool the wicked fire of their temperaments, and 
to keep them, at leaft, innocently employed. 

But, left he fhould not have totally deftroyed 
the tinder, he thought it prudent to deprive 
them of the match. He reftrained the ufe of 
ipeech to the offices of devotion, and the abfo- 
lute neceffities of their mutual intercourfe. He 
had learned, by long experience, that all the 
converfation that was beyond yea, yea^ and »^, 
w^, proceeded from an evil heart, and incited to 
an evil conduit. However, as one of my 
Audiors expreffes it, the walls fpoke, if the men 
were filent : — Numberlefs texts of Scripture, and 
maxims of piety, being infcribed upon the walls 
of every apartment. 

Their plan of life is the following : — ^They re- 
tire to reft at eight o'clock in the fummer, and at 
feven in the winter feafon. They rife at two 
o'clock to their Matins, which continue till half 
paft four. From Church, they retire each to his 
Cell in the fummer, and to the Common-hall, to 
enjoy the benefit of a common fire, in the 
winter. Here they read and meditate for the 
(pace of an hour, and then return to the exercife 
of their publick devotions in the Church, which 

continue 
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continue till feven o'clock. They now apply ftS 
labour^ each according to the work allotted him^ 
and which they are not permitted to exchange 
aiTiong themfelves* Some dig, others plants 
others rake the ground, &c. The Prior hinifelf, 
lb far from being exempt from the talk, (hews 
his humility, and fets an example of patience 
and contentment, by engaging in the nneaneft^ 
or the mod arduous employments. When the 
weather prevents them from working in the opea 
air, they are occupied by every domeftic officei 
fuch as wa(hing, fcouring, &c. They are alfo 
their own Mafons, Coppers and Carpenters, and 
cxcrcifc, within the walls of the Convent, every 
handicraft employrftent their fituation may re- 
quire. After being employed an hour and a 
half in one or other of tlie above occupations^ 
they adjourn to the Church for half an hour, and 
thence to their Cells, to meditate, and read the 
JLiveS of Saints and Martyrs* They rttum ta 
the Church a quarter before twelve, and then 
affemble in the Refedory, to their fober, ve- 
getable, repaft« Each Monk takes his accuftomed 
place, and ufcs the trencher, knife, fork, fpoon,[ 
and napkin appropriated to himfclf* After din- 
ner, they return to the Church j — thence to their 
Cells, to read and meditate -, — thence CO their dif- 
ferent occupations, as in the morning ; — thence 

to 
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10 their Vefpcrs 5— thence to the Refe&oiy;«^ 
thence to their Cells, to read and meditate $-^ 
and thence to their beds, at the appointed hour. 
The drcle of a day, is thus the circle of their 
years. 

What fay yotsi of Ibch a life ? — Have you any 
iftclinatbn to become a Monk of Z^ Traffe? — it 
will be the greater honour, as there are but three 
Eftablifliments of this Order ^extant ;-»the one 
in France, mentioned above,— -another, I thinks 
in Italy, — and the third, conoguous to this City. 
Perhaps you may not like their taciturnity : but 
1 was aflured, by a very loquacious Prieft, wiA 
whom I was converfing in a poft-waggon, bc^ 
tween jUx-la-ChapIle and Maeftrkbty upon this 
very Inftitution, that filence is no punifhment, 
when you are once accuftomed to it^ and, to 
praife the Lord with his tongue, is the only 
ule of it, a truly pious man can reafbnably 
defire. 

I confefs that I do not feel any .great pro- 
pcnfity to become a Profelyte. Could their fage 
Diredlors fall upon no medium between the 
excefs of depravity, and the excefs of ftupid in- 
lipidity ? Is it worth while for any foul among 
them, to run through his twenty, thirty, or forty 
years, in the fame routine of difcipline, without 
being of the leaft ufe to himfclf, or to the 

Community ? 
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Coinmtiniiy? Muft they not be as ripe for 
heaven the firft year of their probationary ftatc, 
as the fiftieth ? Oh^ what a curious preparation 
for the other worlds to become the drones of 
this!— to feclude thcmfelvcs from fociety, and 
the duties they owe to it !-*-to renounce that 
ufe of fpeech which confifb in the free inter* 
communication of ideas ! — to induce a voluntary 
paralylis on their tongues^ and to place all the 
joys of fociecy in herding (ilcntly together^ like 
the brute creation !— to pore over the Lives of 
Saints ^nd Martyrs^ while their total renunciation 
of the world, precludes for ever the poflibility of 
imitating fuch examples ! — to evade the mandate 
of our Saviour, not to make long prayers, by 
flicing them into a number of fhort ones !-— to 
neglefl: every fpecies of devout cultivation, which 
genuine knowledge favours and cherifhes, and 
rely upon their own barren meditations, and 
the fancies they fuggeft ! — They might as well 
contemplate the heavens through a dufty, worm- 
eaten tclefcope, and imagine fome of the infefts 
that crawl before the glafs, to be coeleftial in- 
habitants ! — and, finally, to dream that they 
can mod efFedually work out their falvation, by 
planting cabbages, and digging up potatoes, for 
their own confumption ! ! ! 

But, 


But k.is time to fcare thcfc/cqueftered and 
jtrient fceneds ami turn to thofc vrhich were mort 
damotoirs. 

The hour being elapfed^ when our pcjft-horles 
were to make their appearance, we fcftt a fervant 
to haften them. He quickly returned with the 
tidings^ that horfes aiid driver were on their 
road to Cleves^ with other paflengers* Our new 
Friend hafteilcd irwmedftacely ta the Stable* 
keeper, who attempted to excofe himfelf, by 
alleging that his engagement with us was not 
abfolute, and that he had expefted more peremp- 
tory orders. Our Friend, on the contrary, n>ain'- 
tained, that the orders were abfblute and pcremp- 
tory. Finding that nothing was to be obtained 
by altercation, he reconmlfiended, nay infifted, in 
vindication of himfelf, that a complaint againft 
the offender fhould be made before the ruling 
Burgomafter. 

Perfonal offences always awaken within us a 
publick fpirit, for the inflant* We are never {o 
well difpofed to make an example of a Culprit 
(purely for the good of the Community) as 
when he has injured ourfelves. This might be 
one reafon for acceding to the proportion ^ but 
another was, the opportunity it would afford us 
of contemplating a Eurgomafter, — who is re- 
veieiKcd upon the Continent with a degree of 

Q^ fervility. 
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fervility, probably upon account of his poflefling 
g difcretionary power; of contennplating him in 
his feat of retirement, divefted of thofe rays of 
dignity which dazzle the ptiblick eye. 

We accordingly marched with eager expe- 
dition, until we arrived at an antiquated maniion, 
in a retired ftreet. We were informed by his 
Servant, that the Magiftrate was in his library ; 
and that enquiry fhould be made, whether or 
not he was acceillble. We waited in the Veftibule, 
until orders were received for us to afcend. We 
mounted a venerable ftair-cafe, the baluftrades 
of which, had they been right found, and not 
rendered decrepit by age and worms, appeared 
maflive enough to fupport the Emperor himfelf. 

We were accidentally met at the door of the 
chamber by his Lady, the partner of his bed and 
honours; fuppofing them an exemption to the 
axiom of Ovid, 

Nee bene contveniunt, nee in una fede tnorantur 
Majeftas ^ amor. 

Her pinguedinous corporation (be it (poken 
with all due refpeft to the dignity of her 
perfon and ftatioh) was encircled with a pin- 
guedinous robe. Her hcad-drefs had, fome-how 
or other, happily acquired a rich yellow hue, 
without its appearing to have been wafljed in 

coffee 
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CbflTcc a la Pranfoife i and her noftrils were no 
ftrangers to the pcrfunies of fnuff. — She maiy be 
an excellent perfon, notwithftanding this de- 
fcription, which a fcrupulous attention to ve- 
racity obliges me to give you. Difrefpeft at 
firft fight is frequently as unjuft, as love at firft 
fight is dangerous. 

The Burgonnafter received us fitting. He 
was fupporting his tottering frame, on the arms 
of a tottering chair, contiguous to a tottering 
table. On this table a large number of books 
were fcattered in great confufion : it reminded 
me of the Battle of Books in the Lutrin of 
Boileau ; the more fo, as there fcemed to have 
been a conteft for vidtory among them. I will 
not be pofitive j but, as I glanced my eyes over 
the infcriptions of thofe that, from their fituation, 
were the mod legible, I thought I faw TuHfs 
OfficeSy and the Holy Bible, nearly buried u;ider 
a treatife on Bye-Laws, and a large volume on 
the Privileges and Prerogatives of the Great. 

But, to return to the principal perfonage, 
who fecmed to have borrowed his blue woollen 
night^cap from a Spital-fields Weaver, and his 
Robe-de^Cbambre from a decayed School-mafter : 
He received our friend's depofition with all 
the dignity of profound filence.— After paufing 
a few minutes, which I naturally fuppofed were 

0^2 employed 
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employed to eoncentme and condenfe alt the 
wiPiprn of Solomoni he referred, us to t^ Coixv^ 
miiSary pf Pcft-bcrffSy rmig the hand-beW on tijc 
tabie before him^ and ofd^^d the Footg^n tof 
cwdu^ us down, dairs. 

Being thiB charged wiA powe? • from- the? 
Prime Conduftor of Dujeldorjl we brought it, 
OY^r to tH<e CoiQmiflarjf *^s quick as po$bk ; 
and It immedjaiEely exci^ hinn to put qn bis^ 
wig, t^e hts h^ and C9ne» call Ibrtfa his Dienersy 
or the Kuaners of Jultice^ and march to our 
Hotelj— where the Offender was fuauwiied ta 
appear* 

Although our Conanuflary speared to be an 
excellent maia> andweU difpoied to enquiry with-. 
impaFtiality into the merits of the quarrel^ be-^ 
fore he ihould decide,-— yet he had not a voice to* 
command rcfpeft. Wh«i he attempted to make, 
it emphatic, it ipcang from the tenor up to the^ 
altOy and uttered a found fimilar tp that of an; 
hautbois^ when forced by ai^ unlkilful player.-^. 
That of the Suble-keepe^ was rough and 
manly ; and I was long in arixiety^ l^ft /^ Baffin 
continue fhould overpower the ji^to^ Byt our 
Friend, the Wine Merchant, coming betwcea 
them, mod powerfully fuftained his poft. He 
afferted, with immoveable firmnefs, that tbq 
bargain was ^bfolutely mad^^ and that our An- 
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t^nift knew M^llj Aat the orders were pe« 
remptory. 

Upon minuos enquiries^ and crofs-examina* 
mm, this appealed to be the h& $ for we dif- 
coV€tedj that the othdr Strangers had feduced 
;his integrity^ by offering jfL larger fum than is 
lafual^ or the (x-dinance allows. 

Thus he wis found guilty of t^o offences ^ 
and his ihfblent behiriour^ as long as he thought 
hitnfclf fecune from deteiflion^ conftituted a 
ibird. Upon -conviftion, he became ptore 
humble, which dilpofed us to be more merciful ; 
and we readily confented to the mild propofal of 
our CommifTary, to remit the penalty incurred, 
on condition that he flrove to procure us, from 
among his brethren of the Whip, a fet of horles, 
at the price for which our Agent had ftipulated, 
that Ihould convey us, at leaft, one ftage towards 
Cologne. The return of the carriages that had 
been engaged by the Countcfs in the morning, 
foon enabled him to fulfil thefe conditions. 

Our friendly Wine Merchant employed the 
intermediate time in noting down, for us, the 
merkwurdigbedeny that is, things moft worthy 
of notice, in the different parts of our intended 
route. He alfo furnifhed us with a letter to his 

Corrcfpondent, Mr. M , at MentZy in cafe 

Qj we 
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we ihduld be in a fimilar predicament in that 
place 

In return to the polite attentions of our Book- 
feller^ I had purchafed feveral books; among 
which was Kanfs New Syftem of Metapbyjicks^ 
which makes as much noife as Metaphyficks 
can make, through different parts ot Germany. 
Of our Wine Merchant we each of us ordered a 
cafk of choice Rhenifh wine, — which was fine- 
flavoured, clear, and exhilerating, to the very 
bottom. I am not able, as yet, to fpeak fo 
favourably of Kanfs Pbilofopby. 
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Road to Cologne, 

ANOTHER impediment, added to thofe 
mentioned already^ made it imprafticable for 
us to reach Cologne the fame evening, although 
it is but about eighteen miles diftant from 
Dujfeldorff. The flying-bridge, over which we 
were to have pafled, had been detached from its 
cables, by a large float of timber coming down 
the Rhine, and was making its way, in full 
fpeed, towards Weezel and Cleves. 

This accident obliged us to have recourfe to 
the Ferry, which was about two miles above 
Bujfeldorff. When we arrived at the banks of 
the River, unfortunately the boat was on the 
other fide, taking in a carriage with paflengers. 
This bufinefs neceflarily detained us another half 
hour. In confequence of all thefe lets and im- 
pediments, we were obliged to give up the 
defign of fleeping at Cologne i and we determined 
to pafs the night at the Poft-boufey about half 
way between the two cities. From the badnefs 
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of the road> and perverfenefs of our Driver, who, 
being compelled to take the reins of governnienu 
into his hand, was refolved to rcfent upon us th^ 
compulfion, — darkncfs, the enemy we wifhed 
to avoid, overtook us, before we arrived at this 
place of our deftination. 

As foon as we entered the Village where wc 
were to rennain, the^ joyful tidings were an- 
nounced by a crack of the whip, and ao ex- 
clamation " Dafs ifi das HorffT — This is the 
ViIlage.-«-But we were ftiU to experience rockT 
ings and joltings, in a raugh and ftony road, 
through rain and wind, for the {pace of a tedious 
half hour, before our Driver could e:itclaini, 
" Ha ifi das Wirthshaus /''^Tbere is the Inn 1 

Although we werefo defirous of ihelter froiH 
the ftorm, yet our countenances were by no 
mesons brightened up when we behejd^he mean 
appearance of our Inm. We enquired if it were 
the befl: in the village, and w^re a^fwercd, " It i^ 
the qnly one, where y^ou can receive any accom- 
ipodacions." Our idea^ had given it a much 
better form \ and tbefc were, in fome meafure^ 
authori;jcd. by the fpc^imen we had had of a; 
Pqft'hauje betw^n Xtmton a,^d Duffeldorff. 

Our Hoft, his fair Spopfe, and bare-footed 
Maiden, feemed eq[,ually ftrangcrs to the whole-* 
ibme duties of ^blutiqa y npr did a peep into the 
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{onht€ and dirty Kitchen, give us any great 
appetite for our future fupper. 

After we had fettled accounts with the 
Driver, — who wa« the Reprefentative of the 
Stable-keeper of Dujfeldorff^ while he fupported 
claims and privileges of his own, (in which 
double capacity he employed all the intrigues of 
a Minifter of State, to deceive ; and we, all 
the firmneis of found policy, to maintain our 
known and acknowledged rights), we were con-^ 
du^d to our apartment, or Stube^ oppofite to 
the Kitchen. Its clean and neat appearance^ 
notwithftanding its fimpficity, was fomewhat on* 
couraging. Its whitened walls, adorned with 
finall Pidures of Saintis, — an Image of the 
Virgin, that was placed upon a large family 
chelt, as the Proteftrefs of fome old china^ 
ranged in the front,-— a Crucifix, under an 
antique-framed Mirror, manifefted the owner's 
diipofitions both for devotion and ornament, 
while they gave us hopes that matters would npt 
go very bad in fuch good company. 

Our rcpafl: was fimplc, but in abundance; 
and it was ferved up with attention and civility : 
a clean table-cloth, napkins, and plates, with 
burnilhed knives, fharpencd the appetite, which 
had loft its edge from a perfpeftive of the 
Kitchen. Our Bed-chamber (the arrival of 
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Other company had dqprived us of fcparate 
rooms) partook of the fame neatncfs and fim- 
plicityi and we awoke in the morning, much 
more rcfrefhed, and better fatisfied, than the 
jRrft appearances had promifed, the preceding 
evening. 

No horfe,-- N-or, to elevate the fimile as much 
as poflible, when I compare myfelf to a beaft of 
burden, — no mettlefome cour/ery could feel more 
indignant terror on his fpirits, upon being forced 
into the fliop of a rude-handed Farrier, than was 
felt by your humble fervant, upon his being 
urged by neccffity into this Wirthjhaus ; and for 
a fimilar reafon, — from the apprehenfions of 
rough treatment within. I recoUefted thole 
miferable Inns in Weftfbalia, 

If Inns they could be called that Inns were not» 

into which my waggon-fhaken bones entered 
in hopes of reft and refrefhment, but returned ^ 
without either. 

Thefe are termed Scbeueren^ or Barns, where 
rationals and irrationals, men, women, and chil- 
dren, with all their live-ftock, dwell under one 
roof, and in the fame apartment. The family 
occupy the extremp part of the building, at the 
greatefb diftance from the door, which is moftly 

at 
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It the gable end 5 horfes, milch-cows, and oxen^ 
are ranged on the right and left, towards the 
entrance j hogs and poultry take pofleflion of 
the middle fpace. - In confequence of this dif- 
pofition, the heartby or fire-place, is very remote 
from the door ; and the fmoke, which is moftly 
of oak-wood, finding no chimney, or immediate 
vent, coUeding in ample ringlets in the upper 
regions, is difFufed in copious dreams over the 
whole building, and its fuper-abundancc efcapes 
at the barn-door. At once to form a beneficial 
ftream, and to facilitate its paflage, a large re« 
fle£ting-board is placed perpendicularly above 
the fire-place, at fuch a due height, that it prevents 
the fmoke from coUedbing among the beams 
and rafters, by difFufing each column, as it rifes, 
over the middle regions. By condefcending to 
compare myfelf to a quadruped^ furcly I have 
purchafed a right to compare this machine to 
ihtjounding'board of a pulpit, which it refembles 
in fhape and fize, and alfo in its manner of 
reverberating. 

Some of thefe Scbeueretiy or Barns, have a 
fccondary apartment, called a Sfube, or Stove- 
room, which is warmed by a dove, or furnace, 
placed contiguous to the wall, and generally 
heated from without, by an opening in the par- 
tition wall; fo that the air in the apartment 

has 
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kas no acxofs to the fad, but received d dofe^ 
fultry, and unwholefome heat^ ftbrti the^ccumu-^ 
lation of ignited paiticle^^ which hkvt &o 
proper vent. Thefe onachines are called ovens ; 
a generic term thtt we have appropriated t6 
a particular fpecies of furnace^ to which the moft 
common ones in Germany bear a ck^e refem* 
blance. The oven& of the Rich and Great are 
very degant, confifting of caA^iton, highly or- 
namented with figures in relief, or cafcd with 
valuable Sai&on china. In large and fpacious 
apartments^ tbefe ovens may be ufeful and ne*- 
cefiary ; butj in thefe fmall Stu^s, they yield an 
impure and fufibcating heat» They appear to 
me, the chief caufes of thofe pulmonary Com*' 
plaints that are fo frequent in Germany, as well 
as in England, where you ftudy jfo much the 
luxury of warm apartments; while they arc 
fcarcely known in Hdllemd, where the rooms arc 
much nnore lofty> fires are kfs violent, and the 
inhabitants warmer clad i {o that they are hap- 
pily exempt from the ill effefts attending the 
fudden change of atmofphere. 

The filth, which muft accumulate in great 
abundance in Jib large a family, is formed into a 
dunghill, planted immediately before the doon 
All the Villages, therefore, as they abound with 
Farmers, abound with thofe mountains ) the in- 

fufion 


(u6on of which> io a rainy feafoB, flows^ ia 
CQpiow ftreams, along the itreet% and necef£« 
tat^s thQfe inhabitants that are above abjeft 
poverty to ufe hets. May we not trace the 
nyxiern falhion^ in your men of fafhion^ of wear-» 
iDg oHHrning boots ija ckan flreets^ i^ to this 
$nurce? As thu$,— Englifii Officers, in their fiOf 
quent Gerngian campaigns,, were under a necefficy 
of io^itating the German Officers, and perpe- 
tually eneafing their legs /c defendoidoy until 
tlaey acquiired the habit ; and, upon their return; 
to their native foil, they gave the ton to thofe 
gentry who are ib fond of ibUowing the example 
of the. Military, in tvtrf thing but in expofing 
their lives for the good of their country. I pro- 
pofc this, merely as a conjefture en pajfant :— • 
What I am about to advance, is much more 
important, and is founded on a minute at* 
tention to caufe and e6Fed, for whdch I clakn 
a double portion of honour. 

F^lix qui potuit rtrum a^ra/keri coitfits*. 

Although it is my phyfical and mctaphyfical 
creed, that every difcovery, and every fpecula- 
tion, has been, or will be ufeful, yet I will 
maintain, that the above axiom is, in itfelf, as 
applicable to invcftigating the fuper ior flavour of 

a IVeft^halia 
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a Weftphalia ham> as the creation of worlds; 
nay, in nny own opinion^ I have made the better 
choice, if utility be the prime objefl: of our 
ftudy. Befides, it will certainly be much more 
in our power to be fmokers of the one, than 
builders of the other; for, did we know the 
principles of world-making ever fo well, it would 
be extrenDcly difficult for us to gather together a 
fufficient quantity of materials, or to find a iingle 
ipot of terra firmay on which to commence our 
operations \ whereas, fmoking of hams is a pro- 
cefs equal to the capacity of every one who is 
capable of eating them, and who will have realbn 
to lament his ignorance, as often as his beft 
endeavours are not rewarded with the requifite 
flavour. 

The fuperior excellence of a Wefifhalia ham 
to every other,— that Epicurean gout which gives 
them a decided preference,— is, in a great meafure, 
to be afcribed to the conftruftion , of thefe 
Scbeueren, and to their being without chimneys. 
The hams are fufpended in the thickeft part of 
this ftream, or current of fmoke, a few yards 
from' the board by which it has been repelled: — 
Thus they are cohftantly expofed to a fuf- 
fuGon of an acrid anti-putrefcent principle j for, 
it is well known, that the fmoke of oak-wood is 
more penetrating and , anti-putrefcent than that 

of 


of any other fuel ; and this principle is con* 
ftantly operating, withput being applied in that 
degree of heat which produces rancidity, as is 
the cafe with all your chintiney-fmoked hams.-^ 
This I take to be the immediate, or the proxi-* 
mate caufe of more excellent fumigation. But, I 
imagine alio, that there are pre-difpofing caufes^ 
refpeding the fubje£t fmoked, which operate 
more frequently in this country, than in any 
other ham-creating region. 

The Iwine are permitted to wander at large, 
and to frequent woods that abound with acorns ; 
and they fatten, while they are enjoying all the 
benefits of air and motion, which render their flefh 
firm, healthy, and nutritive 5 nor is the covering 
of fat fo exceflive and oleaginous as when the 
animals are fupported upon very fcanty fare, the 
greater part of their lives, and gorged with a 
fuper-abundance, the fmall remainder. This 
caufe operates durante vita ; another takes place 
poft obitum. The hams are not expofed to this 
fuffufion of fmoke, until, by being placed in a 
warm and moid: fituation, they have acquired 
that degree of fofcnefs which precedes putre* 
fa&ion. Then they are duly faked, and expofed 
to the current. Put thcfe rules into practice, my 
good Sir, — and I hope, fome time or other, to 
enjoy the* benefit of my Icfture. 

In 
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In cverjr one of thcfe Wefifhalian Barns^ 
you may fee an incredible qiianoty. of baocxi, 
]|ams, . breafts and faind^quarters of docks and 
geefir^ expofed to the beneficial current, partly 
for doraeftic confnmption, and partly for fak. 

I was furpriiedy in abnoft every village through 
which I pajQTed, at the number and fize of the 
flocks .of gcefc and ducks, as weU ais the quan* 
tity of other poultry, that crouded the fibrets, fo 
as frequently to obfibufk the wheels of my 
carriage. Such an cnviabk abundance of pro- 
Tifions, and the confequent abundance of down, 
and other feathers, is the natural refult of a nunj* 
ber of fmall farms, which fupport large families, 
and render not nnerely the neceflaries, but the 
delicacies of life, plentiful and cheap.> There is 
tcarcely an infant in a cottage, notwithftanding 
their apparent poverty, that does not deep, in 
the winter feafcMi, between two. feather beds y nor 
is there the leaft danger that any individual 
being Ibould ilarve of hunger. It is truc^ 
ff evil communication coamipts good, manners :" 
The owners of thcfe Sibeueren 2at nearly as dirty 
as their chief flock in trade. Their ftile ^ 
codcery is alio difgufting, aod their bread is 
wretched. 

The abundance of feathers proceeds^ in par^ 
from the univerfal cuflom of plucking the down 

from 
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from the breaft, and from under the wings, 
twice a year. This is a painful operation to 
the patient, and apparently cruel in the agent : 
nor can it be juftified upon any other principle, 
than as being the conditio Jine qua non, of their 
cxiftence, and the care taken of them. There 
feems to be a tacit convention between the 
two fpecies of bipeds, rational and irrational, 
by virtue of which, geefe and ducks confent 
to be thus painfully twitched twice a year, 
and to be eaten at the clofe of life, upon con- 
dition of being well fed during the whole 
circle of their exiftence, with the mo^ fattening 
dainties. 

Pardon this long digreflion ; I did not think 
it would have carried me fo far. How dan- 
gerous it is to permit onefelf to take a fingl^ 
ftep out of the right path ! To return, if I 
cannot with honour, it muft be with repentance. 
In my ncyity I (hall proceed more methodically* 
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LETTER XXIL 


Road to Cologne. 

W E arofe with the lark. The morning had 
a chearful afpeft, and promifcd a fine day. 
While the hoftler was bufily employed abouc 
our carriage^ we took a view of this long and 
irregular village. Poverty and wretchedncfs 
feemed to be infcribcd upon every dwelling, 
excepting on that of the Pharherr^ or Clergy- 
man, the Doftor, the Advocate, and four or 
five public houfes. The inhabitants of thefc 
ieemed to poflfefs a fecret, which mud aftonifh 
the moft expert chcmift^— the fecret of extraft- 
ing no inconfiderable portion of the precious 
metal, from earth that appeared to the eye as 
impoveriflied as a dfut mortuuffk! 

We were not advanced far on our journey 
before the clouds began to coUeft, and menace 
heavy fhowers. We were now upon an elevated 
down, opening an extenfive and majeftic prof- 
pedt. The fublimity of the view was enhanced 
by the variegated fcenery .which an intermixture 
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of funftiine and rain, gloomy clouds, and chear- 
ful fldes, exhibited on every part. Elevated 
as we were, and commanding an extenfive ho- 
rizon, encircling Cities, villages, and hamlets, 
woods, hills, vales, pafturage, fallow lands, cul- 
tivated grounds, rivers and rivulets; all con- 
Ipiring to form a whole:— It was pleafant to 
contemplate nature thus bufied in dilpenfing her 
bounties over all s alternately diffufing the 
kindly rays of the fun, and the refrelhing 
fhowers : fo that each fpot in its turn, was 
obfcured by the thick defcending rain, and 
brightened by the darting beams. We felt as if 
wc were in the fecret councils of nature. We 
found ourfelves qualified to pronounce, to this 
fmiling diftrift, the chearfulnefs of thy day fhall 
fbon be overfhadowed : and to another, be not 
difmayed, thy gloom is but for a moment ! 

As we approached near to Cerlogney the 
beauty of the profpeft increafed. This ex- 
tenfive city, with its numerous towers, prefented 
itfelf on the right hand : on the left was the city 
of Mulheimy with the filver-fheeted Rhine flow- 
ing between them^ But on a fudden the clouds 
we had hitherto contemplated as parts of a dif- 
tant profpeft, aflembled around ourfelves. The 
thick falling Ihower, drew an impenetrable veil 
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between ns and every pleafing obje£t> and thus 
clofed the fcene. 

If it be lawful to judge of the degree of fear 
within^ by the plan of the fortification without^ 
the inhabitants of Colegne^ inilead of pofTefling 
the courage of Sparta^ and confidering their 
own prowefs as a wall around them^ may be 
fufpe£):ed of a double portion of trepidation^ as 
their city is defended by a double wall with a 
moat between. 

And yet this pompous enclofure, forming a 
femicircle feveral miles rn extent, with its hun- 
dred turrets, and twenty- four principal ports^ 
is in fuch a (late of dilapidation, that I am ap* 
prehenfive it would tremble and fall at the wtry 
report of the befieging cannon, as efFedtually as 
the walls oijericboy yielded to the found of ram» 
horns. 

I muft acknowledge, good Sir, that a Ipirit 
of refentmcnt, if it did not fuggeft, gives a cer- 
tain edge to my remarks. For in coniequence 
of this plan of fortifioation, we were obliged 
in the midft of a very heavy ftorm, to turn about 
a quarter of a mile to the left hand, in order to 
pafs through the outward gate, and gain the 
road within by the fide of the moat, which was 
to condud us more than half a mile to the rights 

in 
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m order to enter the city, in a part neareft to our 
inn, by a fecond gate. 

As we were palfing through the outward gate, 
a centinel ftept from his box in a dark corner, 
and cried out, baU, in a tone of authority, per- 
fe&ly confonant with the formidable appear- 
ance of his tnormous whilkers. 

Our coachman and his horfes immediately 
ftopt, as if their limbs had been rendered paraly- 
tic, by a (hock from the deflric eel. 

Advancing to the door of our poft-chaife, 
with his firelock duely poifed, our man of mo- 
mentary importance, enquired, in the Qerman 
langui^ge, with that well-modulated accent that 
indicated a mixture of felf-importance, and 
r,efpedl for phe fuppofed quality of the 
ftrangers, 

'^ Werftnd fie mine berren ? Who ajre you, 
gentlemen ?'* 
Anfwer, '^ Trayellers.- ' 

^^ IVelcbeftnd ibre naamen ?'^ What are your 
names? 

Thcfe were given up. 

« fFas vor ein caraEter baben Jie ?" What 14 
your charaftcr ? 

Wc anfwcrcd, that wc hoped a tolerable good 
ooe, 

Rj J)ar 
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" Darvan zwiffle ich nicb meine herren, AUr 
was vor ein ampty oder bedietiungy oder ehrenfelU 
habenjie ? Sindjie vom hofe^ oder gejanter die 
nach Francfort gehen wollen? Edelleutey 
Graafetiy oder Vryberren ? Vergeben fie^ meine 
Herretiy fte wijfen wobl dajs ich meinem Comman-* 
danten rafort davon tbun mu/sp* 

" That I doubt not, gentlemen. But what is 
your office, or profeflion, or rank ? * Are you 
from the Court, or deputies to Franckfort^ 
Noblemen, Counts, or Barons ? Pardon me, 
gentlemen, you well know that I muft report 
every thing to the commanding officer," 

Whoever pays t1ie attention to etymology it 
dcferves, will be fhocked with the idea of flayery, 
or fervile dependence, that one word Vryherr 
recalls to mind, Vryherr literally fignifies a 
free gentleman, and being analogous to l^aroriy 
points out the deplorable ftate of all below this 
title. 

We anfwered, that we were neither the one 
nor the other,— that we came hom Holland^ 
and were taking a journey for health and plea- 
fure : — that we had been ^^iDuJfeldorffy and were 
going to Bonn^ CoblentZy and perhaps farther, 
as inclination and circumftances might diftate. 
*' Ohy ohy Die Uerrenfind Hollander y und vielleicbt 

BOURGOMEISTER ?'* 
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*' So the gentlemen arc Dutchmen, and pro- 
bably Burgomafters ?" 

My friend anfwercd with fome warmdi, at our 
being* fo long interrogated. " Neitfi neitiy icb bin 
sllein ein KaufmarmJ* 

Nqw a tradefman or a merchant are one 
and the fame, in the German language^ and 
as I have already obferved, they are both much 
under par, in moft parts of Germany, and par- 
ticularly, where either the Nobility, or Eccle- 
fiaftics, have monopolized all power and au-> 
thority. Our centinel, therefore, having drank 
deep of thefe national prejudices, entertaining 
no higher efteem for a merchant, than we for 
a pedlar j and probably, his eyes having never 
beheld a merchant in a poft-chariot, with four 
hojies, was erjiaunet at the information, and 
exclaims, with every mark of furprife, *' Ein 
Kau FMANN ! ! r* 

If it were poflible to meafure found by inches, 
this muft have been at lead three inches and a 
half long, Rbinland meafure. The K was 
(truck as with the llrong accent of an Iriih chair- 
man ; the Kauf was pufhed out by the flow, but 
powerful aftion of the Buccinator ftiufcles, in 
conjunction with the coiiftriftores oris, ' which 
proje(^ed his lips about an inch and a half from 
his teeth, Tht mann was pronounced with a 

R4 quick 
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quick and violent percuffion. His eye-brows 
were expanded^ and his eyes became pronai-* 
nent. As foon as the word was ex-prejfed^ his 
mouth ftemed to fufFer a fpafmo4ic contraftipn, 
forcing the chink of the lips into a femicircle, 
which elevated his cheeks higher than the pinna 
of the nofe. A long hHtn-m-m was escprefled 
through the noftrils, full in our faces;— the 
whiikers/ afcended above the cheek-bones, and 
his eye-bfows were loft under the edges of hia 
fur cap. ** Ein Kau-f-mann ! — hum^m-m /'* 

Every mark of profound refpcft was immco- 
diately omitted. He toqk out a fmall greafy 
pocket-book^ ^nd prefenting it to the Kaufmann, 
*^Er mufs ibre Naam^n undprofeffion in defes buck 
Jchriben^* ^' You muft write your name and 
charafter in this book." Which being done, 
he told my companion, ?* Er darfgeben^'' ^^ You 
may go/* and he returned to his ftand, without 4 
military falute, or evc|i ein guten dag^ a good 
iporrow. 

Fully to comprehend the delicacy of this 
man's ifiiental taiSb, you ihould know fomething 
pf the idiom of the German language ; which, 
as it was in this inftance formed by the national 
charafter, will be explanatory of it j and will 
prove that pur ceqtiqcl wgs mafter of its nic^ 
diftinftions. The 
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The Germans have three different modes of 
addrefs, correfpondent to the ftation or rank of 
the perfon addreffed. A fuperior is always 
fpojcen to in the third perfon plural. So that 
in accofting an individual, they will aflc the 
gentleman. How do they do? Where arc 
they going? A perfon of medium rank, is 
in titled to the third ptrfon Jingular. How does 
he do ? Where is he going ? While the lower 
clafsi as fervants and dependants, are ftigma- 
tifed with a thou. Our centinel, of confequence, 
while in the delirium of his imagination he 
took us to be perfons of cpnfiderable import- 
ance, gave us, as in duty bound, the higher 
diitindtions of grammar. But finding that my 
friend was tiur ein Kaufmanriy (imply a merchant, 
and I was his afTociate, he funk us bpth down to 
the fecond ftory, and difmiffed each of us, with 
an er 4arfgeben. He may go. 


It is cuftomary in mofl countries upon the 
continent, for travellers either to give their 
names up to the eentineU as they enter a city, 
or to infert them in a book upon their arrival 
at the inn. Thefe are communicated every 
evening to the ruling Burgomaftc;^ or to the 
perfon firft in authority for the night. Thu* 
no (trangef can pafs or repafs perfectly incog. 

The 
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The police muft be made acquainted with his 
courfe. 

Moll of you fons of liberty, I well know, 
revolt at thefe precautions, deeming them in- 
jurious to perfonal freedom. But furely an 
honeft man cannot feel it a great hardfliip to 
be obliged to tell who he is, whence he cometh, 
and whither he goeth ? And thefe regulations 
are very conducive both to public and perfonal 
fecurity ; which are the very objedts that juftify 
thefe reftraints, which the moft approved and 
falutary laws, muft fometimes lay upon natural 
freedom- 

But you will objedt that it is great folly to* 
demand the name of a ftrangcr, when he iiiay 
give up what name he plcafcs, without the pofli- 
bilicy of deteftion ? 

True, you may ftile yourfelf, Monfieur le 
Comtey Monfieur le Barony or plain Aminadahy 
juft as you pleafe i but the name written in the 
book at your inn, muft correfpond with that an- 
nounced at the city-gates. It will alfo be pru- 
dent to retain, during the whole of your jour- 
ney, the name affumed at the firft place of en- 
quiry.^ Whatever be your Apfellatitmy your 
T erf on is thus identified. If you behave dif- 
orderly, a ready method is open for deteftion 
and complaint. Sober and quiet inhabitants, 
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are not fo eafily the prey, or the dupes, of 
a worthlefs ftranger. On the other hand, if 
you receive infulcs or injuries, the way is im- 
mediately open to redrefs. By being recog- 
nized and enrolled as an occafional citizen, you 
are entitled to the proteftion of the nnagiftrates. 

Although I am a warm admirer of your 
Englifli fpirir, yet I am convinced, that it 
fomctimes carries you much too, far, and dege- 
nerates into a pernicious enthufiafm. 'By your 
fpurning at wife regulations, you inceflantly 
become the prey of violence and rapine. Both 
you and your legiflators appear to me to be 
more folicitous dhout public xhdin private fecuKity, 
and about external JplendouVy thzXidomeJiic felicity . 
You remind me of a farmer in my quondam 
neighbourhood, who, while he was moft eagerly 
profecuting every farmer around him, for the 
fmalleft encroachment, and fometimes from 
the mere fufpicion of an encroachment, iufFered 
his barns to be devoured with rats, — Your po- 
lice is wretchedly defeftive, more fo than in 
rfiany countries you are apt to defpife. You 
openly encourage many vices, becaufe they are 
advantageous to the revenue. You licence^ 
in ts/try part of your metropolis, receptacles for 
villains, where they affcmble, where they are 
formed and trained, whence they fally to commit 

depre- 
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depredations, and where they return to fhare the 
Ipoils : you licence in cool blood, thefe acknow- 
ledged nurferies of vice, which bring thoufands 
to ignominy ; and yet think that you have com- 
paffion, becaufe you make a very afFefting fpecch 
to a poor condemned criminal. You encourage 
and promote gaming through the minutcft and 
moft impoveriflied ramifications of the ftatc, by 
ypur public lotteries, to the ruin of thoufands, 
and the prejudice of tens of thoufands j and 
applaud your own virtuous zeal againft a pitiful 
E O table, where the efFefts are infinitely more 
circumfcribedi as this fimply affords an oppor- 
tunity to a few {harpers to pluck a few pidgcons 
of a richer plumage. — You refpeft the ground 
you tread upon more than your very felves. 
Yoy glory that a flavc regains his freedom the 
moment he fets his foot on your happy jfle; 
but you drag freemen from their peaceful 
abodes, and compel them, by brutal violence, 
to fight for your liberties. I will not add, 
that you drag freemen from their native foil, 
and ftimulate them by the lafli, to exhauft 
their ftrength in fupplyin^ your luxuries, as 
you fcem induced by fhame and remorfe to 
defift from thofe deeds of inhumanity t — You 
permit the frequenf exhibition of the Beggary 
Operay to empoifon the pi rals of thcuiands, 

by 
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by deftroying horror at both crime and punilh- 
mentj and you expefb that the annual exhibition 
of a George Barnwell j will prove a competent 
antidote. — You perceive, that your public exe- 
cutions, are occafions and fchools of thefc ; and 
that the only leffon they teach, is to defpife 
an ignominious exit; and yet you continue 
them, — The feverity of your penal laws, united 
with the benevolence of your difpofitions, gives 
to every depredator the advantage over every ho- 
^ neft man. Your compafllon, nay, your confci-^ 
ences^ juftly recoil at the idea of extinguifhing 
life for the fake of a watch, or of a few guineas, 
and of confequence, you let the offender loole 
upon the public, until he becomes^ a general 
terror. — You are impatient of the flighteft in- 
fult from your fuperiors, and you are certainly 
in the right, but you fufFer yourfelves to be 
robbed and murdered by yobr inferiors, every 
day of your lives, (if you will permit an 
Irifliifm of expreffion, to which your condudt 
fo nearly approaches j) and in this you are cer- 
tainly in the wrong. — Inftead of deftroying the 
fources of depravity, inftead of affording oppor- 
tunities of reform to the fcduced, or to Icffef 
offenders, you ferve them as a ■ fiiherman 
fcrvcs fmall filh, and let them efcape into the 

general 
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general pooI> until they Ihall become culprits 
of a larger fi^e I 

My good Sir, how nnelancholy is the thought, 
that, although you execute fuch numbers an- 
nually, as to be rcproaohed by foreigners, for 
-a fanguinary difpofition, yet thefe public ex- 
amples are merely a fmall feleftion from thofe 
multitudes who have offended your laws, by 
"annoying your fellow-citizens. They are a 
few whofe indidmer^t happens to be without 
a flaw, who have not the means or the oppor- 
tunity of purchafing a witnefs who might 
fwear to an alibi^ and who have not intereft 
to procure pardon, from the abufed clemency 
of his majefty. 

Notwithftanding thefe ftrifturcs, be aflured. 
Sir, that to hear you ccnfured by others, is by 
no means pleafmg to myfelf; Of this, a very 
recent example has convinced me. I was the 
other day in company with fome gentlemen,* 
where the penal laws of England became the 
fi4)jea: of animadvcrfion. After a gener^ 
comment upon their feverity, ineq\iality, and 
inefficacy, one of the company turning to me, 
obferved, with a farcaftic fmile, " You Englifla 
are reputed to be a wife people, but in* my 
opinion, your Alincrva ftill deferves the embkm 
of the Owl.'' 

When 
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When a man is piquedy he is tempted to 
exprefs his ideas in too ilrong terms ; and I an- 
fwered, under the firft impulfe of refentment, 
" If the emblem continues with Minerva, it is a 
proof that Minerva continues with the emblem. 
But there are fome countries which Minerva has 
forfakcn^ and has left the Owl behind her." 
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LETTER XXlll. 


Cotogne. 

HAVING thuspafleda fevere examination 
at the outward gate, we were permitted by the 
guardian genius of the fecond enclofure, to 
enter the holy city, without any official enquiries. 
The continuation of the fhower induced our 
charioteer to drive as expeditioufly as poffible 
to the New Market^ and, in obedience to our 
orders, to Hop at the City of Prague^ with the 
utmoft punctuality. 

This hotel was recommended to us by our 
friend the wine mei"chant of Dujfeldorffy as be- 
ing equally good with others of higher renown, 
and having a great advantage in point of firua- 
tion ; which to a traveller, is an objeft worthy 
of fome attention. 

As Juperftitiony under the venerable name of 
Religion^ is the ftaple commodity of this city ; 
and as Sundays are the chief market-days of 
thofe who make gain of this fpecies of godlinefs, 
we were folicitous hot to let the opportunity 
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of vifiting fome of the churches to pafs unim- 
proved. The moment we ha4, taken poffeflion 
of our apartment, we ordered breakfaft— fent 
for an operator four rajeunir nos vifages^-^ 
hired 2i valet diplaccy — fent him to hire 2l fiacre^ 
— ^and found ourfelves, before eleven o'clock, 
dmidft the crowd of worfhippers in the Domey 
or Cathedral ChurChi 

This building remains in an unfinifhed flate ; 
but the prefent pile manifefts, that it would 
have been a moil ftupendous fabrick, if it had 
been completed. Although there are few ex- 
ternal marks of grandeur to arreft the eye, upon 
your firft entrance, as is the cafe with moft of 
the churches in the A'uftriin Netherlands, yet 
. it is the repofitory of immenfe treafures. 

Since this building is deemed one of the 
greateft curiofities of Cologne, and as infinite 
pains have been' taken to render it worthy of 
notice, I fhall give you fome particulars con- 
cerning it. 

We are told that it was the pious defign of 
the Eleftor and Bifhop of Hockfteden, to ereft 
a temple, that Ihould furpafs every other 
among the Chriftian Churches, in majefty 
and fplendour. It was begun in the 
year 1248; and his fucceffors continued to 
build till the year 1499. ^^ ^^^^ ^ fpace 
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than 251 years! They now {mnd thtt their 
rcfources, which were diought to be incx- 
hauftible^ were much too circumlcribed for tlie 
extent of the defign. It was left therefore in- 
complete i and while one part of it was fo far 
finiflied as to be appropriated to religious ufes^ 
the other was fufiered to moulder in ruins. 

According to the originid plan^ the two 
towers at the wdtern fronts would have had 
^ve hundred feet in elevation ; whereas the one 
which contains the chimes> is only one hundred 
{md fifty feet ; and its more mutilated companmn 
but twenty. The nave or body of the church, 
forms an area fo vaft and ^xtenlive^ that four 
rows of maify pillars, about one hundred in 
number, do not feem to croud it. But as the 
original dcfign could not be accomplifhcd, the 
roof has not the requifite proportion ; nor is 
it fufiiciendy lofty to complete the idea of 
Jublime. 

Some articles in the above account may ap- 
pear exaggerated 5 yet if you had feen and con- 
templated with me the plan in which it was to 
have been finilhed, your furprife would confider- 
ably diminifli. It- wa« defigned that the build- 
ing ihould not only exceed in Jize^ but excel 
every other in prifufion $f ornaments. Almoft 
every ftone, to the very pinnacle, was to have 
*2 been 


• ". - ^^ I 


been decorated with thofe minucer carvings^ cbac 
kind of fligre^ ivsrkj which Gothic architeAw^ 
fomctimcs afl&dts, akhoogh k is, iin my opinion, 
delbruftivc of that ▼cncrable charaAcr, which 
coaftitutes^ the chief cxceMcnce of the Gothit;. 

The ChoiY ts fini&cd, and ornamented in 
ib cxpenfive a manner, that there eouH not 
have been great apprehenfions of want at the 
period it was completing. The grand Altar 
i& magnificent. It is formed out of a fingle 
|Mece of black marble, of the fineft fpeeies, 
about fixtecn feet in length, and eight in breadth. 
This is placed in the centre of a flight of fteps, 
which give acccfs to it on every fide, and is 
embeltilbed with a fumptuous tabernacle, as it 
is. termed, or a kind of dome, fupported by nine 
finall pillars. It is alfo protected by the ftatue 
of the Holy Virgin on the one fide, and of St. 
Peter on the other. 

In this Choir are depofited the remains of 
St. Englehrfy formerly Archbifliop of Cologne, 
whofuffbred martyrdom under Dieclejian. His 
fucceflbrs, in addition to the honours he is to 
receive in the other worW, have treated thefc 
facred reipains with a filver coffin, which, as the 
Chronicles of the Church afllert, weighs no lefs 
than one hundred and forty-nine pounds, avoir-- 
du'peis. His ftatue alfo, which is of fine white 
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marble, is placed upon a bafis, of ret tlack, 
and angels, with palms in their hands, are about 
to encircle his brow with a celeftial crown. 

The rich Maufoleums of Conrad, the founder, 
of the EleaoTy of Adolpbus the Third, and his 
fucceflbr Antony, Counts of Schauenbourg, and 
feveral others, ornament this Choir aSfo ; but I 
will not detain you with a particular defcription 
of them. 

On the left hand of the Choir, by the fide of 
a pillar, are the ftairs which afcend to the library, 
and the golden chamber, or treafury. The library 
contains little more than fchool divinity, ecclefi- 
aftical hiftory, lives of faints and martyrs, and 
popifh legends. The golden chamber is much 
more valuable. Its treafures are fubftantial. 
They will be refpefted when holy relifts fhall 
be defpifed, and legends Ihall be read no more. 
The chamber obtains its name from being the 
grand repofitory of the various ornaments be- 
longing to the Choir, the facred veftments, 
confecrated vafes of filver and gold, bufts of 
faints and martyrs, Croffes of various fizes, of the 
fame precious metals, and enriched with a pro- 
fufion of precious ftones. Among thefe I fhall 
fpecify only the following : A golden crofs, about 
a^foot and half in height, and three inches in 
breadth, ornamented with pearls and diamonds. 

This 
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This expencc of wealth, is in compliment to a 
fmall piece of black wood, placed in the centre, 
which is a fplinter of the real crofs.— A golden 
chalice, alfo fet with pearls and diamonds^ A 
Biftiop's mitre, fo laden with pearls, that " the 
head muft have ached that wore it."— The 
twelve apoftles, in maflive filvcr. 

But the greateft curiofity of all, is the Chapel 
of the three Magi, or Wife Men of the Eaft j 
and as, according to the maxim which has uni- 
formly direfted the Holy Catholick Church, 
JFifdom without Power, is not worth pofleiling, 
the Rdmilh hiftorians have made them three 
Kings or 'Sovereigns. You will doubtlefs en- 
quire how came thefe three Kings of the Eaft to 
take it into their heads to lay their bones at 
Cologne ? Why the cafe was this : Thefe 
bones were formerly depofited at Milan* Nay> 
the Milanefe declare, that they have them ftilL 
in their poileflion^ But the Colognians maintain, 
that when the Emperor Frederick Barbarojfai 
took and plundered Milan, in a moft deplorable 
manner, as a juft puniftiment for their rebellion, 
yet though he flew the living by thoufands, he 
refpefted the dead ; he paid the moft pious at- 
tention to the relicks of faints and martyrs, and 
he generoufly made a prcfent of the bones of 
the three Kings, with many other relicks, to 
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Arjchbilhop Renauldy of Dajfeldi, who had ac- 
coQopwied him in this expeditioo^ 4s a moft 
acoeptabk recompence for his important fcr^ 
vices. They were firft tranlpoited to Rhein^ 
mage, near jB^wsub j but Philif of Heinjberg^ Grand 
Prpvofl: of the ancient Cathedfaj[| in the year 
1 170, had them depofited in the very fpot whe^ 
th^ prefeac Donne is ere£ted. Few perfons h^ve 
tmel{ed faniaer^ or in f n[X)re reipedable maiv<» 
ncT, after death. They were conveyed from the 
Holy Land by Helen^ &i30ther of Cmjianfwe tin 
Qreatp to Qtmfiantinopk. Hpw thefe Wordiics 
carnc to pay a viiat to MUam^ I know not ; but 
that they arc p: prefcnt ^ P^logne, is very 
certain g ibr.the'ur bones per&>rnied nymberlefs 
mirack& upoi^ their 6rft arrival ^ which is as ia^* 
dubitiiblc a criterion of fsrra Jm^ifitata^ as 
fermentation with an acid \^ oHurru cakaria. 

This fan^ous Chapel is behind the grand 
Altar^ jDowards the Eaft. The bodies of thefe 
M^igij Yi9gether with tho& of the Martyrs Felix 
Nah^r^ aad Gr^gpry of Spcleto^ are placed in 
a Shrine^ ialaad wich gold s and upon a large 
plate of gilt filver are cnaboflcd various Gothic 
figures^ the ligniiicajtion of which is unknown. 
The heads of the M?gi are vifible, through an 
aperture defended by rails, curioufly wrought; 
and over thelfc heads arc fulpendcd three crowns 

of 


ol mafiive gold ;. each of thtm is fix pounck in 
weighs and enrkhed with a Aumfaer of dia^ 
iDOtids. Above this aperture^ through which 
admnring fpedalors may take a peep at ie- 
pukhred treafures^ are three other openings^ or 
rather one divided into three compartments, in 
the ihape of a Gothic window. Before the 
cenare opening is the Image of the Virgin, feated 
on a throne. On the left-hand is feen the 
Baptiim of our Saviour ; and, on the right, the 
Wife Men prefenting their Offerings. The 
covering of thefe openings is a plate of pure 
gold, fee with pearls and precious ftones. Annong 
others, Ihines a ^ofaz^ of an oval form, and 
about three inches in length $ and a Jqfpery of 
ftill greater value* The various ornaments of 
this Shrine, and the different infcriptions, are 
enriched with precious ftones, of an incalculable 
value. This Monument is farther adorned with 
two hundred and twenty-^fix Greek and Roman 
Antiques^ of exquifite workmanlhip. 

If you wifli for a more circumftantial detail^ 
give me leave to refer you to a work publifhed 
at Bontty in the year 178 1, by order of the 
Elcftor Maximilian Frederick^ entitled, ColleBion 
des Pier res Antiques dont la Caijfe des Saints Trois 
Rois Mages efi enrichie^ dans VEgliJe Metro-^ 
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folitaine i Cologne^ gravees d'apres leurs em^ 
preinteSy avecun Di/cours Hiftorique Analogue^ par 
I. P.N. M,N.— By which you will be con* 
vinced that thefe ornaments are genuine, worthy 
of the Kings, who were not to be put oflf with 
the mock-majefty of gilded copper and falfe 
(tones, and other pious frauds,' with which, they 
tell nic, demure-looking Priefts fometimes amufe 
the gaping crowd. Befides, when dead me|i 
give themfejves the trouble to work miracleSj^ 
we mufl: fupppfe that they know wjiat they are 
about; and it i$ oatyral to fuppofe, th^t they 
know alfo what their votaries are about, and that 
they will fcyerely refent every impofition didtated 
by cither oeconomy or avarice,— unlcfs, indeed, 
we imagine that they all refemble Saint Anthony 
of Padua^ who, after he had affiftecj a Thief in 
carrying ofF a confiderable bobty^ upon the pro- 
mife of receiving a pair oijilver candlefticks for 
his Altar, fuffered hinifelf to be impofed upon 
by a pair (£ plated tin I 
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LETTER XXIF. 


CoIo^xe« 

FROM the Cathedral, we drove to St. Peter^s 
Churchy as being the next in the rank^ of Merk^ 
wurdigheden. As we were paffing through the 
Cloyfters, the firft objedt that attrafted our 
notice, was the Regular arrangeoient of a large 
coUeftion of human fkulls, which were divorced 
from their trunks, to preach a fUent le6lure on 
mortality, in the corner of the Cloyfter that 
leads immediately to the principal door. 

Thcfe Preachers may have had fome influence 
the firft week of their arrangements but all 
mechanic means of exciting emotions are not 
merely tranfient in their effeds ; they generally, if 
not always, leave the mind in a worfe ftate than 
that in which they found it. Every continued 
exhibition of human difgrace, or of human mi- 
fery, after the firft efieft is oyer, has a tendency 
to render the heart obdurate, and more infenfible 
to fubfequent impreffioi^ of a limilar nature,— as 

the 
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the moft powerful medicaments become inert by 
continuance, or too frequent repetition. For 
this reafon^ it has always ftruck me as a moft 
pernicious policy, to let publick executions be 
frequent, or malcfadtors continue fufpended on 
a gibbet. I knew a man who ordered his own 
cofEn to be made during his life, ftretched him- 
felf in it every day, for about a month, that he 
might contemplate mortality with the greater 
cSqAm and ufed it for his bre^ and chccib cup^ 
board the refli: of his days. Gelleri tells us, lu 
his FableSi of an afFe£Uonate> mour^ul Widow, 
who dvcw the vyooden Inriage of her miich*>k>vcd 
Huft>and upoo the fire, to warm her Paranoour, 
who* came to vifit her in t cold winter evening. 
This example, you will (e^y is like the Athenian 
Matron, a fatirical Fable i but, if it belbtmdcd 
in human nature, it illuftrates the f^Mr^e of my 
prc^fitiont Convinced oi its trutb, I muft 
dieem the modern taile as depraved wd pet*'- 
luciwa, when it familiarises fuch great and 
ftrikbg events as the death of dmral fV^lfy the 
Wreck of the Grojv^mr^ »he Diftrefe «f the 
Hshwelli wd of ^tC^suf^ on Ua^^iear^s ^ni 
fahsrs^ 1 am authorized to concKde, that the 
Gentleman or Lady who purchafes one of thefe, 
is in a f^ way to imitate my faft, or realize 
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CelUrfs Fable, , In a word, the genuine im- 
preffibn fuch reprefentations ought to make, 
would be thought moft impertinent in the circles 
where they are introduced ; and, if they make 
no impreffion, the proof is clear, that they have 
rendered the mind indifferent to diftrefs. 

I muft, however, confefs, that appearances of de- 
ceiKy and order, in the placing of thefe Mementos 
Moriy if they muft be expofcd, is far preferable 
to the indignity with which the wrecks of mor- 
tality are treated in many places, and particularly 
in Protejiant countries, I could mention to you 
many towns and villages, where I might coUeft, 
in the face of the fun, a quantity of human bones 
fufficient to form a number of complete fkeletons 
from detached parts of different perfons. Pier- 
haps I may undertake this, fome time or other, 
were it merely for the pleafure of bringing to- 
gether thofe who, during life, kept at a diftance ; 
uniting thofe who were ever at variance, and 
jnaking man and wife one appendage of bones, 
when they can no longer be one flefti. Are you 
not j^prehenfive, that, in fome inftances, a re- 
maining acrimony may create a caries ojjium ? 

At Bremin particularly, the indelicacy of ex- 
pofing human bones is exccffive. I remember, 
p paffing through a church-yard, I uninten- 
tionally 
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tionally broke three ribs, and kicked an cs 
Jacrum fcreral paces before me. I could noi 
help expreffing to a Gentleman of the Regency, 
who happened to be with me, my cordial wilh 
that it might be the rump of a Burgomajier I 
had the honour to treat with that indignity. He 
anfwered me, fmiling, " Their ojfa Jacra are 
perfectly fecure, as they arc fnugly lodged in 
family vaults." Thus it is Plebeians alone, 
who are treated with as little ceremony after 
d^ath, as when alive. 

The next objefts that ftruck us, were, the 
iwarms of Mendicants, of each fex, and of every 
age, who formed a circle around us, as we ftopt 
to contemplate the above, colleftion, — whofe 
abjeft countenances, extenuated limbs, and 
fqualid garb, were fo confonant with the plain- 
tive voice of diftrefs, that we were compelled 
to believe they felt the wretchednefs they de- 
plored. How humiliating the refledtions which 
the fcenes about us infpired ! Deftruftion, in its 
moft ghaftly forms, before us, and living mi- 
fery furrounding us ! It was, however, a lucky 
moment for thefe fupplicants ; for the emotions 
excited, induced us to purchafe our paflage 
through the miferable groupe,.at a higher price 
than we might have paid uppn a common occa- 
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fion 5 and wc haftcned to the Church with the 
utmofl fpeed. 

In the Church we wandered about Ibme con- 
fiderable time, with that vacant curiofity which 
manifefted an appetite for fonnfething new, 
without being able to find it. The Paintings, 
Statues, and Crucifixes, were numerous; but 
they pofTefTed no peculiar excellencies. It is 
^true, there were fome good Saints among them, 
and two very decent Mary Magdalens; yet, 
as we had, upon other occafions, feen others 
nujch their fuperiors, they fcarcely attrafted our 
notice. 

But, there was one Painting which muft not 
be omitted, both on account of its worth and its 
hiftory. It invites attention, by affefting con- 
cealment ; being hid from vulgar and unappre- 
ciating eyes, by a curtain, which is never re- 
moved without paying a gratuity to the at- 
tendant. 

This is a celebrated performance oi Rubens. It 
was, in his own eftimation, one of his befl pieces, 
which he painted with peculiar care and exertion, 
in compliment to the Church where he received 
baptifm, and which he prefented at the time he 
claimed a Copy or Certificate from the Bap- 

tifmal 




270 THB RHINE. 

tifmal Regiften It repi:efent$ the Crucifixion of 
Saint Peter, to whom the Church was dedicatedj 
and is nnich admired> both for its expreflkn and 
colouring. The body of the Apoftle is in an in** 
verted direction. The tenfion and relaxed ftate 
of the different abdominal noufclea, which are 
delineated^ in order to ex^x^efs^ if I may yfe the 
phrafe^ a languid curvature^ arc worthy the 
pencil of this Mailer. Anguiih is ftrongly 
marked in every feature^ and particularly by the 
mouth ; yet it is admirably blended with firm- 
nefs^ and pious refignadon. It was painted in 
year 1642, and yet the colours are freih and 
vivid. 

The mercenary Dirc£tor$ of the Church, at 
that period, fa far from accepting this fplcndid 
gift with the gratitude it merited, manifcfted 
a difcontent, that the donadon was not of a pe-> 
cuniary nature. Propofals were made by ibme 
of the more fordid, to return a prefent that was 
of perfonal advantage to no one. But this 
motion was over- ruled. Rubens, being informed 
of the conteft, offered them fcvcral thoufand 
crowns, if they would return it: it is faid, no Icfs 
a fum than twenty-eight thoufand. The poffeffors, 
ftill confident with themfelves, concluded im- 
mediately, that the Artift muft confider this 

Piece 
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Piece to be inimitable, or he would have painted 
its fellow, rather than part with fo large a fum. 
The price offered, as is too frequently the cafe 
with profeffed ConnoiiTeurs, gave them more 
exalted ideas of its merits, than their eyes or 
judgments could .have difcovered. They be- 
came, at once. Men of Tafie ; and the Painting 
has, ever fince, been treated with due refpeft. 
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H E plan I formed to myfclf, good Sir, 
when I promilcd to give you fbme account of 
this excurfion, was not to enunnerate, muchlefs 
to dwell upon every particular, within the com- 
pafs of our obfervation, — this you muft per- 
ceive would be imprafticable ; — but merely to 
give you fome general account of the charac- 
teriftic of each place, where that charadberiftic 
Ihould appear worthy of notice; referving to 
myfelf the right of making fuch remarks as 
fliould immediately or remotely belong to it. 
Yet were this plan to be ftriftly adhered to in 
my account of Cologne, I fliould conduft you 
through fo many churches^ chapels, abbeys, 
monafteries, convents, &c. that yoir would be 
heartily tired of your correspondent, and he of 
his labour. For example, I fhould be obliged 
to take you with me to the Collegiate Church 
of St. GerioHy fliew you the richnefs of the 
tapeftry in the Choir, the heads of the nine bun^ 

dred 
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drid Moorith champions, turned Chrifti^ns, 
and followers of Gregory th^ Ethiopian i — the 
fcarlet caps, adorned with pcsirls, upon every 
head ; rrr the blopd-be^fprinklpd jMll^r that helped 
to fupport the fcaSold on which they ajl re- 
ceived the honours of martyrdom ; this, in com- 
]dirnenc to their rank I fupppfe, i$ of Ja/fer. 
I ihould lead you into a difpute, whether the 
number of Martyrs be nine hundred or a thou-' 
/and 5 whether they were followers of Gregory y 
or Sc. Gerion j and wbcthj^r or npt they fufFcred 
under Masciminus. 

I fliould ne3ct take you to the Jejuits Chureh j 
here again a&ing as your Cicerone^ J {hould 
poi^t to you «he ftatues of the twelve Apoftles ; 
-*-the fculptur/s that ornaments the pulpit j — 
the fiiver lamp fix feet in height^ on which is 
reprefented in reli^y of exqgifite workmarifhip, 
the parable of the wife ^nd foolifli Virgins 
(the propriety of which deferves commendation j) 
w^Hlhe filver^ the gold, tjbe pilaris, the emeralds, 
that adorn the different alters. 

From hence I flaould proceed tp the Church 
of the MAccabeeSy fhew you the pjace ynder the 
principal altar, where the head3 of thefe worthier 
are depofited, and where they are expofed on 
high feftivab^ with crowns upon them orna- 
mented with jcoftly pearl? and precious ftones. 

T 2 I could 
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I could alfo (hew you the head of yoacbim, the 
father of the Virgin Mary; aod the head of 
St. ^rjn, her mother, — though, were it for my 
life, I could not tell you how they came there. 

Were we to vifit the Abbey Church of St. 
Pantaleon, I would introduce you to an ac- 
quaintance with this Saint, who, though per- 
feftly willing to fufFer martyrdom, wa^ moft 
tenacious of life. When thrown into a caul- 
dron of melted lead, by the order of Galerius, 
he fwam about the furfacc, at his eafe, as if he 
was fporting in a pleafure bath; when precipitated 
from a rock, with a mill-ftone about his neck, 
the mill-ftone became as buoyant as a cork- 
jacket, and abfolutely preferyed him from 
drowning. At length, however, he was deca- 
pitated, his body was burnt, and the afhes are 
contained in a veflel of gold. I would fhew 
you alfo the body, or rather the mummy of 
your countryman St. Albiriy who fufFered mar- 
tyrdom fifteen hundred years ago, and has ftill 
been preferved from corruption. 

In the Library of the Auguftine Friars, you 
might perufe the manufcripts of Scotus Subtil'- 
lijjtmus i and in the Church you might fee his 
to Tib, with this infcription, 

Scotia me genuity Anglia me/u/cepity 
Gallia me docuit ; Colonia me tenet. 

I fliould 
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I ftiould alfo be your guide to the parochiaj 
Churches of Sc. Mariin^ St. Laurent y St. Da^ 
mienj St. Columbus^ St. Louf^ &c. &:c. and 
to the Chapels of St. Cunibert^ Sc. Cecily St. 
Martin, St. Catherine^ &c. &c. 

But it is time to flop. The above^ is but a 
fmall Ipecimen of the bulinefs which fuperfti- 
tion has ciit out for the inquifitive traveller in 
this very fuperftitious city. Of this you will 
be convinced when I tell you^ that it contains 
within its walls' not lefs than ten collegiate, and 
nineteen parochial Churches, four Abbeys, 
Jeventeen Monafteries, forty Nunneries, and 
about fifty Chapels ; and that all thefe are can* 
didates for devout attention, to their treafures 
and their relick3. 

You perceive how much I have fpared you 
refpefting other articles i but the Church and 
Chapel of St. Urjula, muft not be overlooked. 
You are not to expeft an abundance of worldly 
treafures, filver, gold, precious ftones, and all 
fuch glittering toys \ but this holy fabrick pof- 
feffes treafures infinitely more valuable, which 
wealth cannot always purchafe. In the firft 
place, it has a fmall portion of our Saviour's 
Crofs : fecondly, two thorns from his crown of 
thorns : thirdly, a twig of the rod with which 
he was fcourged: fourthly, a portion of the 

T 3 purple 
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|)urjple. robe with Which he w«i arf ayfed in ddri^ 
fiori : fifthly^ onfe of the veffels that contained 
the miraculous wine at th^ lYiarri&ge of Cifi//7» 
All Warranted genuine. 

But thefe relickfe, precious k% they are, mufl; 
yield the palm to the OixAh and other bones of 
St. Urjtila^ and olieltven thnufand ViroiKs^ her 
companions ! all warranted ^«rr^ and immtuulatef 
They all came together from Britain in one 
Man of JVar^ in the ybasjlx hundted and forty'^ 
in order to convert the unbelieving Hans^ who 
had taken p^ffeflion of the tity* But thefe 
barbarians^ thefe worfe than favag^i^ inftead of 
iiftening tt> the perfiiafive eloquecict of the fair 
preachers^ maffacred every fowl of them. 

However unaccountable this ftory may appear, 
the fcvidertces of its truth are irrefiftible to 
minds properlj^ difpofcd. They will naturally 
conclude, that rfi6 imn>enfe coikftion itfclf 
is a proof of the- faintlhip of thefe bones % for 
who would take the troiable to afnafs together 
fuch a number of jf«»^s?— That it is quite 
as probable that thefe iarc female faints^ as of 
our fex j--more probable that they were «»- 
mfirried^ than that they were married ; — and 
if unmarried, they muft fee virgins. BefideS, 
the fad is confirmed by miracles. The body 
of an infant that waits difturbed by the horrors 
of their martyrdom, rofe from the tomb, and 
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waar bdprinkled with thi^ir blood. This i^^ 
proved b^ an in&ripdon upon one o( the piUiv^» 
The afiemblage was alio made in coof^qiiei)Ge 
of a miracle. A doye^ white as fnowj 9ppe,are4 
to St. Cunibertusy as he was dt mafs in this 
very Churchy. chat was afterwards dedicated tq 
St. Urjulay and identified to hini tb^ bones, 
that he might feied them from others. — 
This nfiei}enger was a proof and an emblem of 
their purity and innocence. A tuft of hair 
alfo miraculoufly adheres to the crown of one 
of diefe ikuUS) ^ a token of incorru{Hibility. 
But there is yet a ftronger proof extant^ viz. 
an inscription Upon one of the monuments, 
afluring us, that an unhappy baftard, being 
buried in dieir Church, their own Virgin bones 
became extremely reftlefs at the indignity, nor 
would they lie compofed until the nuiiance wias 
removed. Finally, it is aflerted, that every 
Virgin who has paid her votive offerings in this 
&cred Chapel has been (able to reiift the moft 
dangerous attack upon her virtue, whether it 
was by violence, or by the fofter methods of 
feduftion. 

But thijs laft proof has been a fubjeft of 
0iuch difcuflion and doubt. It is faid that, 
unbelief reading it has crept into the moft 
retired cells of the chafteft monks. It is faid, 
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that they fmile, and chuckle^ and whifper each 
other in the ear, this is impoffibk. Some have 
declared to their confidential friends, that t h ey 
knew the contrary. Others, who have no per- 
fonal reafons for denying the faft, acknowledge 
that the number of votaries has always been 
remarkably fmall. 

Some have even ventured to treat the wholo 
of this hiftory as a fable. They objeft, that 
it is very improbable that fuch an immenfe 
number of virgins— ^/^^^» thou/and! could be 
coUefted together in any one part of England, 
fuppofc it even the metropolis, at a period when 
there was fo very few, if any, boarding-fchools 
for young ladies, to teach them delicacy of 
fcntiment, purity of manners, and fervency of 
zeal! They maintain, that fhips muft have 
been the largeft when navigation was in its 
infancy, or a fingle veffel could not have held 
fuch a number of paffengers. They maintain, 
that the rudeft natures could not have been fo 
void of gallantry to the fair fex as to murder 
them all, and that in their virgin ftate. They 
aflert, that the tuft of hair is rather injurious 
to the caufe it was intended to fupport; for as 
they were all virgins alike, no poffible reaibn 
can be given, why the one fliouFd enjoy this 
honourable diftinftion, more ^an the others, 

except* 
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excepting it were St. Urfuta hcrfelf j which is 
not the cafe, for it is conferred alone upon her 
niece Arthinia \ and that a clofe infpe6bion will 
prove, that it has been artificially fattened on 
with glue. They allcdge, that among thefe 
bones, numbers are found to be of infants^ 
who could not be fuppofed to haVe preached 
the Golpel, and whofe virginity poflefled no 
virtue. 

I Ihall only add to the above arguments, that 
however the minds of the prefent citizens may 
be concerning thefe ladies, formerly the grcateft: 
fecurity to the right faith was the danger of 
believing otherwife. For it is a well-known 
faft, that a furgeon of fome eminence, having 
undertaken to prove that, among the colleftion 
of other bones which were faid to pertain to 
thofe fame heads, there wer^ feveral offa femorum 
of large, full'grgwn majiiffs^ he was banifhed 
the city, for permitting his anatomical know- 
ledge to gain the afcendancy over his faith. 
His cruel attack certainly deferved the fevereft 
reprchenfion and chaft.fement j for it not only 
endangered the Jpeciesy but rendered cjulpious 
all that has been advanced concerning imma-^ 
culate virginity. 

Not a miracle received by the Catholic 
Church has been the fubjeft of more litigation 

th^n 
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than this of the eleven thoufand virgins, Bifhops 
and other Divines, both of the Pretcftant and 
Romilh perfuafions, have canvaflfed it with 
unufual learning and acumen. Several of the 
latter have admitted the conjcfture of Arch- 
bifhop Ufloer^ as the molt plaufible method of 
getting free of the difficulty. He fuppofes> 
that the name of one of the companions of St,.^ 
Urfuhy was Undecimilla \ and that fome igno-^ 
rant monk, in tranfcribing the records of her 
miflion, had written undecim millia \ or accord- 
ing to the common modes of abbreviation, had 
made ufe of figures, and had placed XI mil. 
which was afterwards inter^ted into eleven 
thoufand. 

This hypothefis is very ingenious, I allow % 
but it is by no means fatisfadtory. It is fo 
ungenerous in our fex to doubt the poflibilitj' 
that a confiderable number of fei'nale virgins 
can exift together in the fame place, and at the 
fame time j or agree in the fame pious under- 
taking. Indeed, had the legend maintained, 
that an equal number of unmarried young men, 
pure and immaculate, had united in t?he bene- 
volent plan, I (hould renounce all faith m 
legends fooner than believe it. Again^ why 
fhould this miraculous hiftory be attacked with \ 
more vehemence than any other ? !t is no left 

ere- 


credible than numbers that ftill maintain their 
ground ? To feleft the only one as a fubjedt 
of doubt, which does fo much honour to the 
fair fex, indicates a mean jcaloufy, not to have 
been expe<5ted in grave divines ^ and one is 
almoft tempted to fufpeft, that this unufual 
Ipirit of incredulity, has been excited by the 
envy of virtues, which they have not been able 
to imitate, 

Befides, what are we to think of miracles 
wrought in proof of a faft that never exifted ? 
Thcfe miracles were certainly wrought pttfeftly 
fimilar to thoufands of others received, and 
refting upon evidences equally flrong, they 
cannot be denied, without fliaking the pillars, 
and endangering the faith of the whole Catholic 
Church, gut if you admit the miracles, you 
muft admit the fads, or you profanely reduce 
\is to a fceptical uncertainty, and vague aftonifli- 
ment fimilar to that of the mariners in the 
Temfefli when they heard the " tune of theif 
Catch played by the Pifture of Nobody." 
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\ Cologne. 

THE account I have been giving you of 
the furniture of the Churches of Cologne^ while 
it ftrikes you with furprife at the immenfc 
quantity of ufelefs treafures, will lead you to con- 
clude, that Cologne has been appointed the grand 
Charncl-houfe for the circle of the Lower 
Rhine \ or that, by one of thofe numerous mi- 
racles which have been wrought in and for 
this pious city, Golgotha^ the place of (kuUs, 
has been removed into it. 

I fear you will think me an egregious triflcr, 

for having detained you fo long with fo many 

fabulous and frivolous circumftances. But upon 

my word, Sir, / am not. My province has 

been merely, to give a faithful, but a very con- 

cife and abridged hiftory of the frivolous cha- 

rafter and difpofition of thofe who deem them- 

felves the chief of Saints y ' the excellent ones of 

the earth. If the things I have (lightly touched 

upon, be frivolous, woe be to the city oiCologney 

for it is full of them ! 

But 


THE RHINE. 283 

But let US for a moment fupprefs that fpor- 
tive humour, to excite which, conftitutes, in my 
opinion, the principal merit of the fubjefts we 
have been contemplating j and let us foberly 
enquire how came the human mind to employ 
itfelf in this manner ? 

I can only explain this upon one principle, 
which I have the greater confidence is the 
genuine one, becaufe it is univerfally applicable; 
which is, whenever men forfake the cool diSlates 
of reajqny or give themjelves up either to pajjion 
or to imaginaticny they are capable of every 
poflible extreme ! Whatever be the fubjeft, 
they will drive it to the utmoft extent of folly 
and madnefs, without a blufh; without even 
the fufpicion of their thinking or afting impro- 
perly ; and with fuch a full confidence that they 
are in the right, that they fufpedt the honefty 
or the intellefts of the man that attempts to 
prove them to be in the wrong ! Nay, in fome 
cafes, they will make ufe of every compulfive 
meafure in their power, to force others to 
believe and aft juft like themfclves ! 

This phrenfy has induced fome individuals to 
dream that the whole world was created for 
them; and, what is ftill more ftr^nge, it has in- 
duced the whole world to believe in the dream. 
The more a Conqueror has Ipread devaftation 

and 
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and mirery over the face of the earth, the more 
he has charmed thofe that had cfcapcd from the 
flaughter j— the more he has played the DeifUy 
as feme one has obferved, the more ftrongly 
was the gaping multitude convinced diat he was 
a God. ^Under the influence of this phreiwy. 
Sovereigns have propofed their own vHlls as the 
folc law, and fubjefts have placidly bowed their 
affent to dte doftrines of paftvt obtdience, and 
non-refift^nce, and have declared, with fcrvile, flat- 
tering accent, to the Prince who had no other 
fupcriority Aan what has either been given or 
ftolen, <' Behold, we are the breath of thy 
mftrils i" -and, to devouring wolves, « Tea, 
verily, we be the Jheep of thy pafture!" Under 
the influence of this phrcnzy, large communities 
have cheriflied the idea, that a race of men wer« 
deftined to be their flaves by the very textui« 
ofthejrlkin! 

WTicrc mm aw tJie -dupes of wild imagina- 
tion, it raifcs them above the furface of the 
earth, and the intermediate region is direftly 
filled with fancied beings. This imaginaaon 
peopled the ancient woild with Daemons, to 
-later days, it formed Hobgoblins, Sylphs, and 
Fairies.- fet Witches on broomfticks, n»de them 

dant 
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daft through the air, fwift as lightning, to ftop 
the growth of children, , blaft cabbages, and 
curdle milk. It poffcflfed men with evil fpirits, 
and it exorcifed them ; and it is now difpofing 
fanciful men, and fanciful women, to give credit 
to the reveries of a Swedenborg, and abfurd 
theories of Magnetifts ! In a word, imagination 
creates powers and principles, fets them at work, 
tdh you minutely what is their particular pro- 
vince, and paints out the figns by which we (hall 
know th^Ti : fo that profound Legiflators Ihall 
make wife laws againft witchcraft; and con- 
fcientious Jurymen Ihall ihcw their abhorrence 
of this craft, by condemning old women to the 
flames, who could not prove their innocence by 
drowning in a pond ! 

When Caprice lights upon . the furface of 
things, it conftitutes Fafliion ; and Falhion aflumes 
a domination, which no one dares to oppofe : 
Ihape, colour, and contexture, become omnipo- 
tent 5 and although, like the camelion, thefe vary 
with the hour, their tyranny is permanent. The 
f^me objeft becomes pleafing, difpleafing, moft 
elegant, moft aukward, moft exquifite, moft 
difgufting, as Fafhion (hall pleafe to diftate. 
Eveiy exertion muft be made, every expence 

incurred. 
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incurred, crery inconvenience fufFered, everjr 
principle facrificed, rather than to omit a uni- 
formity of worlhip to this ideal divinity. 

If the principle happens to fix upon dogmata, 
let them be ever fo abfurd or inlignificant in 
themfelves, or abftrufc and unintelligible in their 
natures, they muft be univerfally believed. The 
fecular fcourgc muft be applied to unbelieving 
Ihoulders ! The fecular faggot muft be kindled 
to roaft the Heretic here, preparatory to his 
broiling in fire and brimftone hereafter! 

This naturally brings me back to. the Romifli 
Church; for,^although it is not Joky it njupreme 
in perfecution, % the caufe of abfurdity ! This 
Church has, with wonderful dexterity, united 
and fupported, for ages, all thefe aberrations 
from the firft principles of common fenfe ! It 
has thus engrafted its worldly ambition upon a 
future invifible ftate, — made the hopes and feais 
of mankind concerning a future ftate the 
fources of its own wealth and grandeur in this,— 
cajoled men to believe, that elevation to an 
office communicated infallibility, — permiued in- 
fallibility to compound with iniquity; fo that 
his Holinefs the Pope fhall commence a capital 
Merchant in every fpecies of depravity; and 
every Prieft of the Altar become a retailer of 

his 
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his ware ! It has fo engrofled and fported with 
public credulity, that nations have fallen prof- 
trate at the thunders of a Bully and armies, that 
would have ftood undaunted before a whole 
artillery of cannon, have fled before a confecrated 
banner. It has ftiidied to render the befl: re- 
ligion in the univerfe, the moft ridiculous^— 
changed its pure and fimple principles into 
one large mafs of nonfcnfe, which the credulous 
multitude have iwallowed at a dofe ! It has 
miftaken the Chriftian Church for a Building ; 
thinks that the glory of the Church confifts in its 
fnery j that to perfecute other fc6l;s of Chriflians 
manifefts it is the Church militant i and to fill it 
with their fpoila is td render it the Church 
triumphant. It has miftaken' the love of Paint- 
ings, Statues, and Relifts of the piousy for the 
love oi piety. To glory in the Crofs of Chrift, is 
to hold up a toy in the fliape of a Crucifixy 
glittering with jewels, to gazing worfhippers; 
and to bear the Crofs, Js to carry its form, richly 
embroidered, on' the back of a filk veftmcnt 1 

It has been faid, that wifdom is better than 
rubies : but the Sons of the Church are of the 
oppofite opinion, and think that rubies are better 
than wifdom ; or, to fpare themfelves the trouble 
of fearching for wifdom, they arc contented with 
ihc/econd beji. 

U By 
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By the way, if it fhould prove true, what fomi 
of your Divines aflert,that we fliall carry our 
difpofitions and propenfities with us into the 
other world, and that thefe will operate with On* 
bounded force, I am under difagreeable apprc- 
henfions about our Chriftian brethren of Cologne. 
Habit is a fecond nature.— I fear that they have 
acquired fuch a firm attachment to the bones 
of Saints, that, at the refurreftion, they will be 
unwilling to part with them, and not, let the 
good fouls have their own again; and, when 
they get into the New Jerufalem, while others 
are finging anthems of pralfe, they will be under- 
mining the city walls, to pick tht ja/pir, tht /apm 
pbire'y the caUedoirfy the emerald^ &c, out of the 
foundations ! 

To return to my axiom : — Such wonderful 
efFefts have extravagant propenfities, ahd wild 
imaginations produced, and will produce, till 
reafon gains the afcendancy. Gain it fhe will, in 
due time, my good friend; but Ibe has many- 
briars, and thorns, and mills, and midnight 
darkneffcs, and floughs, and artificial fences, to 
remove, or to pafs through \ fo that her march 
is unavoidably flow. She has furmounted many 
difHculties within the compafs of our recol- 
leftion ; and, when fhe fhall have conquered all. 
Oh, what a glorious asra 1 Univerfal equity, and 
I univerfal 
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univerfal benevolence, (hall prevail on the earth, 
together with genuine devotion, in all who be- 
lieve in a Supreme Caufe ; and all will believe, 
when reafon (hall have difcovcred to man, wbo 
and what be is ! — when reafon fhall have refined 
the religion of Jefus from the worfe than arfenical 
drofs of falfe theology ! — the exquifite workman- 
Ihip of God (hall no longer be deftroyed to feed 
the ambition of Princes, or to be infulted or op- 
preffcd by fupercilious Ariftocracy, or wantonly 
hewn to pieces by enthufiaftic, half-inftru6led 
Deitiocrates, in their boifterous attempts to 
eftablifli univerfal equity ! Wars fhall ceafe for 
ever! — Hatred, animofities, injuftice, cruelty, 
fhall be no more !-^Difhonefty itfelf fhall be 
abhorred, and not merely certain modifications 
of it ; the unfair dealer will be clafTcd with the 
pick-pocket, the opprefTor with the murderer; 
fallchood, and breach of confidence, fhall be 
judged left manly than open violation j and the 
wilful blafling of charaftcr fhall be ranked 
among theworfl fpecies of injuflice 5— humanity 
of difpofition, and a tafle for the mofl refined 
enjoyments, that flow from the mutual afFeftiOn 
of worthy minds, fhall annihilate feduftion, and 
legal proflitution, for the fake of wealth or title. 
An accurate knowledge of the kind, extent, and 
variety of pleafures, which perfedt innocence 
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permits, and a conviftion of their fupcrior reliffaj 
{hall infpire a difdain for the turbid pleafures o£ 
vice ! — Even fympyhy with the diftrefled (hall 
fail, or niercly exift at the Aiorteft intervals j for 
the wifdom of political arrangements, united 
with the virtpous regularity of private conduft, 
fliall render diftrefs a ftranger i and the prompti- 
tude of benevolence fhall remove it upon the 
firft appearance! — The prevailing faihion will 
confift in the univerfal attention to propriety i^^ 
fuit ability fhall take place oi Jamenejs^ and this 
be produftive of a captivating variety j — beauty 
Ihall be the embellijbment^ and not xhtJubftituU 
fpr better qualities 5— elegance fhall always have 
apparent utility for its affociate, and fhall not be 
expended in fimple and uninterefling forms i—* 
external grandeur fhall not be wafted upon 
frivolous fubjefts, but be the proper reprefenta- 
tive of the dignity of the objeft it adorns; — 
fportive fatire fhall decline, through the want of 
fubjefts; but a fatirical difpofition fhall chear- 
fully yield to a benevolence of charaftcr, re- 
joicing in univerfal good j and the Critic Ihall 
confefs, that to applaud is more delegable than 
to cen/ure ! 

Thcfe things are pofTible. Are they not pro- 
bable? Can we fuppofe, that every fo/ly fhall, in 
its turn, pofTefs full power to create its cor- 
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rcfpond«it mijery j and that wifdom fhall be for 
ever precluded from introducing virtue, har- 
mony) and happinefs among the human race ? It 
cannot be. Sir ; it cannot be. Were I an Epi- 
curean Atheift, I fliould conclude, tliat the fame 
Chance which produced phyfical order in the 
natural world, might finally arrange the moral. 
As a Theifti I am authorized to hope, that 
Supreme Intelligence will gradually conduft in- 
ferior intelligences to tlie perfcAion of , tj)eir 
natures. 
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LETTER XXV 11. 


Cologne* 

CHARITY, which believeth all things, 
and hopeth all things, will be difpofed to hope 
and believe that the original motive for ered- 
ing {lately edifices, collefting precious relics, 
and amaffing ineftimable treafures, was finiply 
to fupport the faith, elevate the piety, and im- 
prove the virtues of the Chriftian world. It 
will candidly allow, that the ufe of the prc- 
fentation and emblem was fuppofed to be of 
the utmoft fervice to the converfion and edifi- 
cation of fouls j— that the architeft was em- 
ployed purely to become a fellow worker with 
Chrift and his Apoftles, in building up of 
Saints in their moft holy faith: -that by the 
contemplation of relics, images, and paintings, 
it was thought pious difpofitions and afFeftions 
would' be excited and cherilhed : — that a pro- 
fufion of gold and coftly veftments, afting mc- 
,taphoricaIly, would infpire an ea,rneft folicitudc 

to 
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to obtain dignity and relp/eftability of charader.; 
and that every moral excellence would Ihine 
moft confpicuoufly, when their emblems, the 
glowing ruby, the mild fapphire, the fplendid 
onyx, and placid pear], were occafionally ex- 
hibited to the admiring view of Chriftian 
fpedators. But experience has fully demon- 
ftrated, that this mode of reafoning was falla- 
cious, and that thefe ingenious device3 have 
not been attended with the expedted fuccefs. 
The highly privileged Colognians are not known 
to excels in any one Chriftian grace or virtue, 
other Chriftians who have been deprived of 
their mechanico-fpiritual advantages. Nay, 
they are ladly mifreprefented, if their general 
charafter be i^ot wojrfe than that of their 
jieighbours. 

In my firft letter, the incapacity of an hafty 
itinerant to form a juft eftimate of charafters, 
has been fufficiendy proved. But his paflage 
through a diftrid will fometimes enable him to 
collect information; and where the informa- 
tion given him by different perfops is uniform, 
it affumes the appearance of authenticity. 
Now, general report affirms, that Cologne is 
one of the moft ignorant and bigoted cities 
iupon the Cpntinent. The higher circles indeed 
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arc faid to entertain that polite indifference to 
Religion, which always charafterizes the fa- 
fliionable world in every country, A &nk of 
honour, and an attention to charadter, are the 
only reftraints they allow to be neceflary among 
themfelves; while they think it ablblutely re- 
guifite that the necks of the vulgar fhould 
be rendered fupple to the yoke of fervile obe- 
dience, by the aids of ignorance and fuper- 

flicion. 

In fo delicate an article as that of charafter,. 
it will be prudent to fcreen myfelf under the 
b:;ft authority I can meet with j and therefore 
I (hall give you fome few traits from a recent 
author, whom I have confultcd, fince I re- 
folved to comply with your requeft, to whom 
I acknowledge myfelf under fome obligationsi 
for occafional information of an hiftorical na- 
ture, and who has in other inftances aflifted my 
rvcolleftion.* This author fays, that he does 
not know a city in Germany, where prejudices 

arc 

* See ^oyagtfur U Bhin depuix Maytncg ju/q^ a DuJfeUorf^ 
\ Neuwicd, 1791. The reader will find iu this work, a 
more circumftantial account of feveral of the towns along 
the Rhine, than it would have been confiftent with my plan 
IQ have given \ and although the publication is anonymous. 
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are more deeply rooted j where they ate under 
a geater dread of innovation 5 where perfecu- 
tion and bigotry reign with more tyrannic fway* 
^^ Cologne is more than a century behind other 
places : I may fay^ that in genius and manners^. 
they rcfemble the fifteenth century. By com- 
paring them with the inhabitants of Bonn and 
Dujfeldorfy cities the moft contiguous, the dif- 
ference is aftonilhing J and one would be tempted 
to conclude, that Cologne is a colony of ftrangers 
in the midft of Germany.'^ Agiun, " The man 
of literature, who wiflies to reap the fruits of 
his labour, or to enjoy the portion of efteem- 
due to genius, muft not place himfelf at Cologne. 
Here, more than in any other place, wealth is 
the meafure of efteem : Without this, difplay 
your talents as much as you pleafe, you will 
yet be defpifed." He informs us alfo, that the 
chief employment of the citijsens, is to frequent 

it contains every mark of attention and veradty. It is true^ 
in his tour from Mentz to Andernachy the writer has tranf- 
laced fo many pafiages literally from a prior work, entitled 
Retfe aufdem Rbein, 1789^ that excepdng both. publications 
have ifliied from the fame pen, under different appearances* 
the French editor cannot be acquitted of plagiary. It is 
a pity that the great Juperiority of the French publication, 
fliould confirm the fufpicion of liliieralitj. 

uverns 
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taverns and alehoufes^ and to intoxicate them- 
felves with bad wine and bad beer : — that, the 
city, being deftitute of lamps, or patrouille, rob- 
beries are very frequent : — that if any one be 
attacked in the ftrects, and cries out for help, 
the inhabitants, inftead of running to affift hiai, 
make their own doors the more fecure : — that 
if any difturbance fliould arifc contiguous to 
the guard-houfe, no afliftance may be given, 
without an order from the chief of the police, 
which is feldom obtained before a few bones 
are broken, and the culprits have made their 
cfcape : — that if a perfon falls into the water, ' 
which frequently happens, he is taken out as 
quick as poflible ; but inftead of adminiftering 
fuccour, in cafcs of apparent death, they fatten 
his leg to a cord, attached to a boat, and throw ' 
him in again, until the tribunal of the police 
Ihall give orders to have the body taken up i 
which is frequently two or three hpurs after the 
accident. 

On the fubjeft of Religion, my author ex- 
preffes himfelf in the following manner: " The 
number of religious eftablilhments at Cologne, 
have given it the title of the Holy City. But it 
is a qucftion of importance to kiiow whether 
the lives and manners of the inhabitants cor- 
re/pond to this tide. To fpeak the truth, I 

6nd 
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find, more appearance of devotion than true 
piety. A Colognian- is devout by habit, and 
performs all the ceremonies of Religion mecha- 
nically, without giving them life and efficacy, 
by the genuine fervours of devotion. To vin- 
dicate and to exemplify my aflertion, I will 
a(k the fair ladies of Cologne^ whether there be 
not other places where it would be more decent 
to make aflignations with their lovers, than in 
their Churches : But it is the cuftom ; and the 
influence of cuftom is very powerful at Cologne. 
However, I acknowledge this rule has excep- 
tions/* 

Thus far my author. A recent incident con- 
firms his rfeprefentations of the bigotry of the 
Colognians. The Emperor Jofeph, in union 
with the Eleftor of Cologne, had encouraged 
the defires of the few Proteftants rcfident in this 
city, of building >a Church : The edifice was not 
finifhed, before the Clergy excited an alarm 
among the Catholic citizens, and the populace 
at large : With great inconfiftcncy, they rcpre- 
fented the holy Church, againft which, if it be 
the true Church, all the powers of hell cannot 
prevail, in fo feeble and tottering a ftate, as 
to be expofed to danger, by a fingle Proteftant 
conventicle ! Fortunately for their caufe, a 
queftion of right and privilege was agitated, 

and 
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and is now in litigation with the E\c6iof, which 
fufpcnds the fat? of the Proteftants in pne fcak, 
and one would imagine^ from the eagerncfs of 
the contcft, the fate of Mother Church in the 
other. 

From the above Ipecimcns, you will too 
clearly perceive, my friend, that mafons and 
carpenters, jewellers, ftatuaries and painters, ^ 
iplinters of the fuppofed crois, and mutilated 
bones, toys and gewgaws, are not the proper 
fucoeflbrs of Chriit and his Apoftles ; and that 
they ^e but miferable coadjutors to the Chriftian 
miniftry ! It is a fad, which obfervation has 
brought to light, that genuine piety decays in 
proportion as thefe baubles increafe. Every 
Chriftian grace and virtue feems to be oozii^ 
out of the facred buildings, by every crevice, 
in proportion as fuch rubbifh is introduced into 
them. Fadks uniformly juftify the poGtion, that 
whatever may have been the motive in the firf^ 
attempt, nothing is fo detrimental to virtue an4 
piety, as the attempt to inveft Religion witli the 
garb of worldly grandeur. In thofe countries 
where Ecclefiaftics have the moft power, true 
piety has uniformly the leaft: Morality, in- 
duftry, good order, and general prolperity, are 
the leaft apparent. The Ecclefiaftical eftates in 
every part of Europe, are the moft diftingyifljecj 

and 
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and degraded by poverry, indolence, and vices 
of the moft atrocious kirid. It is well^nown, 
that in Italy, the immediate fubjeftsof his 
Holinefs the Pope, are the moft depraved and 
abandoned. The Bifhopricks of Liege and 
Munfter^ afford to every traveller, inftanees of 
a fimilar nature j and Antwerp y which has been 
fo much under the power of the Clergy, is 
allowed to be the moft bigoted and unenlighten- 
ed city in the Auftrian Netherlands. 

I am not confcious of being peculiarly fond 
of compliments, but you will allow me to ob- 
ferve, that no ftronger arguments can be ad- 
4uced to prove that Priefts, and Ecclefiaftics 
of every gradation, are truly Children of Light, 
than that the children of this world are fo much. 
wifer than themfelves ! It is becaufe their 
kingdom is not of this world, that they know 
not how to govern and dirc<5t it in a proper 
manner, however .ftrange their propenfities. 
Hence it is that one profane king of PruJJiay 
has been able to difFufe more happinefs and 
profperity among his fubjefts, .than has ever 
been produced by a whole Conclave of Cardi- 
nals, with Infallibility at their head !- --Really 
ye are not at home, good Sirs, in the vortex of 
worldly politics, amidft wars and tumults, am- 
bition of princes, and bloodfhed of their fubjedts, 

the 
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the meek profeflbrs of a meek Religion^ can 
never be at home. Leave this world to its 
worldings^ and be fatisfied with the fuperior 
honours that await you. Indeed ye are not at 
home i and if ye will be conftandy meddling, 
and conftantly fpoiling what does not properly 
belong to you, the true lovers of mankind will 
be tempted to exclaim^ the fooner ye go home the 
better ! 

The Univerlity of Cologne is the moft ancient 
of any in Germatry. It was founded by the 
magiftracy. in the year 1380* The four fenior 
Burgomafters are the Curatores, and the Dean 
of the Cathedral is the Chancellor. It confifts 
of four colleges, for teaching the principles of 
Theology, Law, Medicine, and Philofophy, 
But the prevalence of bigotry and fuperftition 
has at every period prevented it from being a 
diftinguiflied fource of knowledge, has made it 
much more of a burning than of zjhining light ; 
and the prefent conteft with the Eleftor fcems 
to have given it a coufdtgrace^ as he has eftab- 
lilhed a rival Univerfity at Bonn^ that is in a 
very flourilhing fituation. The following cir- 
cumftantial account of the medical department, 
which is extracted from Baldinger^s Medical 
Journal, may not.be unacceptable to you. 

'* The 


THE RHINE, 301 

** The Academy in generali fays my author, 
and particularly the Medical College^ is in a 
Wretched fituation. The funds are fo fmall^ that 
the falaries of the ten profeflbrs do not amount 
to more than 2600 florins, about 230I. The 
common falary of each does not exceed 200 
florins. Hence they are obliged to unite prac- 
tice to their profeflbrfhips. The Colleges, 
according to the law of their inftitution, are to 
be held in the Latin language, but the profeflbrs 
evade this, by intermixing more than half of 
the German with the Latin. They have no 
library; the one they had is now transferred to 
Bonn. Nor have they a cabinet of natural 
hiftory, or an hofpital. The Anatomy-room 
contains about forty preparations. The Hortus 
Medicus has no foreign plants, and is chiefly 
furniflied with vegetables for the kitchen. They 
lefture upon the Aphorifms of Boerbaave-, which 
is the more Angular, as Hoffman was a German* 
&c." 

There was a period in which Cologne could 
claim the honour of being the firft: city in Eu- 
rope for commerce j when the chief continental 
trade centered here, and its rranufadures 
flouriflicd, far beyond thofe of any other city. 

But 
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But like Babylon the Great, it is fallen ! l^o- 
verty and wretchednefs are to be traced in al- 
moft every ftreet, and defolation is infcribed 
upon almoft every dwelling. Incredible is the 
number of mendicants that teaze and affli£b 
you every ftep you takei Voltaire terms beg- 
gars, (we will hope for the fake of a pleafant 
allufion, rather than from fcntiment) Des Vermins 
qui s*attacheni aux Riches. But as they were 
moftly rendered vermin by the oppreflions of 
the rich, and the deplorable policy of their 
fuperiors, to whom fhould they attach them- 
fclves, but to the authors of their poverty ? T6 
bid them go work, unlefs you point out the 
work they are to perform, and provide the 
means, is an infult nearly equal to faying, be 
ye warmedj and be ye clotbedy without prefent- 
ing a boon, to enable them to profit by the 
benediftion. 

But the poor of Cologne are, generally (peak- 
ing, peculiarly the objcfts of pity. They arc 
moftly the defcendants of anceftors who once 
adminiftered to the wants of the community, 
and to the luxuries of the great. But, upon 
the decline of commerce, have thcfe anceftors 
left a numerous race to depend upon the pre- 
carious bounty of others i and to train through 
a miferable cxiftence, expofed to the infults of 

the 
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ihe hand that relieves them from perifliing. 
This> alas ! is an inevitable confequence re- 
i^lting from the failure of commerce and ma- 
nufadtures where they once had floiiriflied the 
mod. To all that blaze of grandeur^ fucceeds 
extreme indigency^ which it is not in the power 
of the remaining wealthy to relieve^ without 
impoverifhing themfelves^ 

The city of Cologne was for feveral centuries 
ine of the firft^ perhaps fhe firil commercial 
city in Europe. Principally from the beginning 
of the twelfth, to the commencement of the 

r 

eighteenth centuiy, riches flowed in from every 
fide, and through various channels; Its trade,* 
like hiftory, might have been divided into/acred 
2nd profane : that isj in fupplying the mundane 
wants and carnal deflres of more than half the 
Continent j and in ornamenting of Churches^ in 
the manner already defcribed; 

The article of facred ornaments, and parti- 
cularly of image-makingi Scd continued much the 
longeft : At length, however, by their immcnfe 
numbers, thefe man^created divinities became a 
drug, and they may now be purchafed at a very 
cheap rate* Not merely the Churches, but their 
market-places, and the corners of their ilreets, 
are crowded with them. — One is tempted to ima« 
gincj that they are placed there from ceconomy, 

X and 
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and to fave die expence of watchmen^ as I am 
informed, that a Saint Jacoi, or a Saint Bene^^ 
diff, or a Saint Catherine^ about two guineas in 
value, are fufficient to proteft a large diftrift for 
feveral years, with very little expence in repair- 
ing. You may alfo purchafe an houfehdd 
Saint for a trifle. A little pocket penate, about 
two inches in length, either in ivory or wood, 
may be bought for a few pence. Thefe are very 
convenient, as they have been known to aniww 
the purpofe of fmelling-bottles, and arc applied 
to with great.fuccefs under dejcdlion of ipirits. 

The profane commerce is now confined to the 
manufadure of a few ribbands, ftockings, lace, 
and fome tobacco. A few merchants have alio 
commercial intercourfe with Francfort^ Mentz, 
Holland^ &c. 
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LETTER XXV IIU 


Cologne. 

t^ R O M appearances^ as you walk by the 
fide of the river, you would imagine the city 
to be ftill in a flourilhing ftate. But thefe arc 
merely appearances, and they arifc from the fol- 
lowing circunciAance : 

Above Cologne, the Rhine is not navigable 
for larger vcffels. Higher up, navigation is 
impeded by water-falls, as at Scbajfbauzeny and 
in many parts it abounds with rocks and ijioals, 
pfoje£ling acrols xhe ftream, which render it 
dangerous when the water is low, for even the 
fmaller craft. In confequence . of thefe impe>- 
dimentSj the various articles of commerce are 
conveyed from Mentz to Cologne in barges, 
which contain about 2000 or 2500 quintals of 
lading. But from Cologne downwards, until the 
river has loft its appellation, and its waters their 
diftindion, in the all-confounding lea, the chan- 
nel is uniformly deeper, and capable of tranf- 
porting veiTels of a much fuperior fize. It is, 

X 2 there- 
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therefore at Cologne^ that merchandize is con- 
veyed from the fmaller to the larger veiflTcls. 
This gives fome degree of mercantile life to the 
city, without being of any great advantage to it. 
For none of the articles are the immediate pro- 
duft of Cologne J or its environs j nor have any 
of them been manufafhired by its inhabitants. 
Moft of the proprietors of the larger veffels, 
which we term in Holland^ KeuVs S chips ^ {Cologne 
Ships) are themfclvcs rc/pedlablc merchants, 
.and tranfport their oWn goods. And thefc, 
refiding conftantly in their veflcls, are equally 
at home in every port, and fpend as much of 
their time in Amfterdamy Rotterdam^ and other 
towns of their deftination, as at Cologne. Nor 
have the Colognians even the advantage of 
building and repairing thefe veffels. They arc 
. built or repaired at Munbeimy contiguous to the 
Roer, which falls into the Rhine, at a fmall dif- 
tance from Duffeldorf. 

The conftruftion of thefe Cologne fliips is 
very peculiar, and differs cffentially from the 
conftruftion of thofe enriployed in every other 
navigation. In length they are from an hundred 
to an hundred and fifty feet, and in breadth, 
from thirty to fifty j and will carry from two to 
three hundred tons burden. They are (lightly 
built, being fcarceljr more than planks, clofcly 

jointed. 
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jointed, without a fkeleton or ribs of heavy tim- 
ber. The mafts are alfo proportionably flight. 
Their bottoms are perfeftly flat. The quantity 
of their ftowage depends chiefly upon their 
length, as they are not laden more than five 
feet deep in the water. The family occupies a 
fuite of rooms proportionate to the fize of the 
veflTel : Thefe are placed in the moft: central 
part : The floor is about three feet below the 
deck, and they rife about five feet above it. 
Thefe apartments are heat and commodious, and 
fome of them poflefs a confiderable degree of 
elegance. 

In defcending the river, when the Rhine is 
charged,' the current fl:rong, and the wind in 
their favour, they make their paflage to the 
Dutch Netherlands in a few days. In calmer 
feafons, and when they have not the aid of the 
wind, the fliip lies tranfverfely where the more 
direO: courfe of the river will admit this i and 
thus its greateft extent of bulk is paflively fub- 
mitted to the impelling force of the fliream. 
At other times, they are obliged to lie at an- 
chor for feveral days or weeks, waiting for the 
fwelling of the river, as other failors,, wait for 
a favourable gale. In afceading the river, they 
are Ibmetimes obliged to employ the aid of 
from ten to twenty horfcs 5 as alfo. to ufe lighters 
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Inhere the bed is Ihallow. When the water I5 
low and the wind ^gainft thfsmj they are fortie 
months in making their pafiage. They are 
likewife fubjedt to a nunniber of tolls, fonie of 
which are pretty heavy, I am affured, that 
there are qo lefs than twelve of thefe oppreffors 
between the cities of Cologne ^nd jimfler dam. 
Thefe accumulated expences and difadvantages, 
neceflarily render the price of freight very high, 
and articles originally cheap, become very dear. 
In defcending the Rbine, (he articles of tranfport 
are chiefly glafs, iron Utenfils^ and bar-iron, Rhe- 
nilh wine. Seltzer water, that fpecies of earthen ware 
which is of the coarfeft kind, which is feldom 
feep among you, excepting as reprefented in 
ancient Flemilh paintings i though it is ftillin 
ufe among us ceconomifts, from its cheapnefs. 
Tobacco-pipe clay, flate, and thp tufF-flone, or 
lapis'-topbaceusy for fecuring the dykes, are alfo 
brought down in confidej-able quantities, Upon 
their return, they are laden with the produfts 
of the Eaft and Weft Indies, dried filh of va- 
rious kinds, Dutch cheefe, Englifli tin and lead, 
fine paper, &c. &c. About twenty of thefe 
veflels are deftined for the Amfierdam trade, 
and they make two voyages within the year. 

The political conftitution of ColognCy is a 
Republic, degenerated into an Ariftocracy. The 

people 
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peqple have many rights, but little power. The 
few merchants that remain, form hpwever a 
medium between the nobility and the inferior 
citizens^ which preferves them from opprcffion* 
The privileges ^nd claims of the Eleftdr, w,hich 
<;hie0y militate againft the Ariftocratic luft of 
power, is alfo a farther fecurity to the citizens 
4t large. Moderate taxes, and great plenty of 
provifions, render it the refidence 'of thofe who 
feek to live comfortably upon fmall fortunes. 

Being qot without apprehenfiqns that a reli- 
gioi^s attention to truth, has made me appear 
fom^what fai;irical in my defcriptioji of Cologne^ 
J h^ften: with pleafure to the rpverfe gf the me- 
d^l, and to fbcw you its moft advantageous fide, 
pncerely wifliing that thp infcriptions were more 
numerous, and more extienGve. 

Primo. Cologne \% renowned and immortalized 
by its being the natal place of the great Rubens. 
This circumftancc has been referred to in a for- 
mer letter : permit me now to fubjoin, that the 
houfe pf this diftiftinguilhed painter, known by 
the appellation of Jabacb's houfe, is. (hewn to 
every traveller that enquires after it, with. ^ 
degree of triumph. The houfe derives its ap- 
pellation from its haying been the refidence of a 
man of confiderable fortune, and an encourager 
of the polite arts. X 4 Scr 
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Secundo. In the year 16073 this city gave 
birth to jimd Maria Scbuurman i a lady who 
was very remarkable for the early appearance 
and comprehenfivenefs of her mental powers. 
It is faid^' that at three years of age, flie was 
able to read books in her native language^ with 
difcrimination. When advanced to about her 
fixth year, fhe compofed feyeral pieces both in 
profe and yerfe, upon various fubjedts, which 
are deemed worthy of a place in the cabinets of 
the purious. It is alio affirmed, that in the 
Ipacc of three hoyrs, flie learned the art of 
Embroidery, which, with no great degree of 
praftice, Ihe carried to a great degrpe of per- 
feftion. She could fpeak the French, Englifli, 
Italian, and Latin languages, widi confiderabic 
fluency, and was familiar with, the Greek and 
Hebrew. In the midft of her career of literary 
glory, flic became a fanatic j was a flirenuous 
difciple of the myfl:ic Labadie | renounced hu- 
man learning, and funk into a melancholy re- 
clufe. As every thing that flie did, appears to 
have been in extremes, it is fuppofed that flie 
haft:ened her death, by eating an immoderate 
quantity of Jpiders. Without being of an opir 
nion that fpiders afford the beft poflible nourifli- 
ment to the human fpecies, we may juftly doubt 

whether 
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?«7hcther this part of the ftory be not imaginary, 
or exaggerated. 

Thus much for the departed, — now for the 
living; 

When a ftranger enquires of the mafter of 
his hotel at La table d^Hote, or of his valet de 
flacey what is there in Cologne moft worthy of 
notice ? the cabinet of Monfieur le Baron de 
Hupfcby and the wonderful difcoveries, and 
improvements of the renowned Optician, and 

Mathematical Inftrument-maker H _ i , 

are immediately announced^ 

The morning of our intended departure be- 
ing fomewhat advanced, and not being able to 
conceive that an artift of real eminence Ihould 
find encouragement enough at Cologne, to make 
it the place of his choice, we agreed to confine 
our vifit to Baron de HupfcVs cabinet of natural 
and artificial curiofities. 

The Baron appoints certain days in the week 
when all ftrangers are admitted without previous 
application. He ufually attends them himfel^ 
defcribes, and anfwers queftions, with great 
courtefy and politenefs. 

The cabinet is very extenfive and multifari- 
fm 5 but it is by no means difplayed with 

elegance. 
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elegance. S^ver^l fmall irregular apartment^ 
in an ancient irregular houfe, are crowded. The 
Baron's attention, has not been confined to any 
particular objeds in preftrence, but extended to 
every thing that may be deemed rare and curi- 
ous in its kind, either in the three kingdoms of 
nature, or in the works of art. Such as 
quadrupeds, bir^s, fifh, infefts^ corals, and noa- 
rine plants j minerals and precious ftonesj 
petrefaftions ; . the idols^ coins, garb^ warlike 
and domeftic jnftrumencs of the Chinefe, Eaft 
apd Weft Ipdi^ns, ;^nd peopl? of the North i 
ancient arip; of the European nations j veflels 
of cryftal, agate, amber s ftatucs, prints, draw- 
ings, paintings in enamel and mofaick work -, 
(jrecian and Roman medals; medals of the 

m 

fniddle ag^sj ipufic^al inftruments of different 
fiatiopsi valuable manufcripts in various. Ian* 
guages. — You will excufc me from particulariz* 
ing J a confufed and curfory view pnly permits , 
me to deal in generals, 

I h^ve known many inftances where large 
jcoUe<3ions have been made by very ignorant 
peribns, who have relied entirely upon the judgrr 
nient or recommendation of others,, whenever 
they have made a purchafe, and were obligpcj 
4o have recourfc to their book of minutes wben- 
^er they, were xjueftioned concering any 

parti- 
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particular article; JSut this is not the cafe withi 
jthe Baron. His converfation manifefts a great 
variety and .extent of knowledge. He is alfo 4 
very yoluminous writer upon fubjcfts of medi-^ 
cine, and natural hiftory. He prefents every 
vifitor with a catalogue of his.* works, and in 
return, begs the honour of your name, in s^ 
book prefcnted to you for the purpofe. 

The Baron appears to be far fuperior to the 
general clafe of people with whom he is con- 
nefted, in point of naental improvement; and a 
confcioufnefs of this fuperiority is manifefted in 
his writings. A certain felf-fuiBciency runs thro* 
them, which is natural, and almoft pardonable 
in a perfon fituated as he is, precluded from 
the fociety pf fenfible and learned men, and 
plunged in a vortex of ignorance* A man thus 
circumftanced, is deprived of opportunities of 
correfting his errors, or of juftly appreciating 
the merits pf his own inveftigations. 

Relpefting that wonder of the age, pur Opti- 
cian, I (hould have been forry, had our indifFer-p 
cnce deprived you of an . acquaintance with a 
man of his diftinguiftied talents. To compen- 
fate for our negligence, I fhall beg my friend 
Pilatti to introduce him to you. This author— 
whom I quoted in my firft letter — in his account 

of 
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of Holland, fome how or other, lets his pen lead him 
to Cologne^ and it gives us the following anecdote 
concerning the optician in queftion. He tells 
«s, that upon complaining at the public table 
of having loft a. glafs out of a Dollond^s pocket- 
tdefcope, he was immediately congratulated 
upon the lofs, by feveral gentlemen prefent, as 
it would turn confiderably to his advantage ; 
fince there wa^ an optician in the city, com- 
pared with whom Dollond was a mere 'prentice- 
boy. He fcnt for the artift, and enquired for 
a glafs adapted to atelefcope of twelve inches. — • 
I fhall give you the anfwer in the words of jP/Az///, 
leaft you fliould fufped that my tranflation has 
improved upon the original. 

«* Monfieur, je n'ai pas precifement des verres 
auffi mediocres que ceux de Do//^«^ j ce feroit 
dommage de joindre un des miens, aux fiens. 
Vouz fericz beaucoup mieux de laiffer la cette 
lunette de Dollond^ et d'en prendre une de celles 
que voici. Je vous en donne une de douze 
pouees, pour le double du prix de celles de 
r Anglois i mais auffi les miennes font bien cin- 
quante fois mielleurs que les Anglojfcs. Si 
vous voyez avec une lunette de "Dollond d'ici 
jufqu'au bout du pont, vous pouriez voir avec 
une des miennes, fi les montagnes, ne Temper 
choient d'ici jufq'avi Cohlentz. Croyez moi il n'y 
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a nul artifte au Monde, qu'on me puiffe com- 
.parer. Le Roi .d'Angleterre, m'a voulu avoir: 
mais je n'aimc pas Ics Anglois. L'Empcreur 
m'a fait faire dcs grandes ofFres pour m'attirer 
a ion fervice ^ mais fon Excellence Monfieur le 

Comte de , qui eft mon patron, ct 

mon bienfaiteur, m'a infpire du degout pour la 
vie, et Tcfprit du cour. Jugez, fi apres avoir 
refufe VEmpereur, je ferois alle en France, ou Ton 
vient de me recher.cher/** 

Mr* Pilatti adds, that his townfmcn, inftead 
of blulhing at his efirontery, were proud of a 
man who did fo much honour to their city. 

•TRANSLATION. 
Sir> I really have not glaiTes^ fo bad as thofe of DoUond : 
it wodd be a pity to join one of mine to his. You would do 

t 

nmch better to leave that of Dollond, and take one of thefe. 
I will give you one of twelve inches, for double the price of 
the £ngliih> but it is of fifty times the value. If you can 
fee with the telefcope of Dollond, to the end of yon bridge, 
you might fee with one of mine, from hence to CobUnt%, if 
the mountains did not prevent you. Believe me. Sir, no 
ardil in the world can be compared to myfelf. The King of 
England wifhed to have me ; but I do not like the Englilh. 
The Emperor has made large offers to invite me into his 
fervice ; but his Excellency the Count of , has 

£^veQ me a didafte for the life and manners of a court. Yoa 
may judge if, after having refufed the Emperor , I would ac- 
cept of propofals from France which have lately been made me. 

I ihould 
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I fhould perhaps have fufpcded that the pof- 
trait was overcharged^ had I not. fbme years agd, 
met with an itinerant bookfeller of Paris, whofe 
language was perfectly analogous. His whole 
converfation^ during the two hours I was con- 
fined in the fame boat with him^ turned upon 
his own accomplifliments ; the intrigues of fo- 
reign courts^ to induce him to eftabliih himfelf 
among them ; and the great inferiority of lie 
Chevalier Buffon to himielfi m the knowkdge 
of Natural Hiftory. He maintained^ that Buffon 
was a perfed ignoramusy and had nothing to re- 
commend him^ but an impofing ftile, as l^e 
Ihould foon make appear in an elaborate treatife 
he was preparing for the prefs. . 


P. S. I had almoft forgotten to mention ^ 
circumftance which it was the mod natural for 
me to have remembered, when I was defcribing 
the fuperftitious difpofition of the Colognians^ 
At our hotel, the City of Prague, the heads of 
two wooden horfes are peeping out of the garret- 
window. Their hiftory is as follows: This 
houfe was formerly the manfion of a perfon of 
quality, whofe lady, being buried prematuiself, 
returned to life, and terrified the fextori, as he 
was attempting to fteal the jewels, with which 
Ihe was buried.— I need not enlarge upon this 
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part of the ftory, as it is precifely the fame with 
what has been affcrted to have happened in feve- 
ral other places. — When the poor lady returned 
home, (hi vering with cold and trepidation, the 
huA)and, from what caufe it is unknown, was 
very unwilling to believe his wife was alive, 
declaring that it was as impoilible, as it was for 
the two horfes in his liable to mount up into the 
garret. The horfes, being, as it appears, much 
attached to their miftrefs, flicwed him that no^ 
thing was more cafy, and immediately ' pranced 
up to the top of the houfe, with the tnoft compat- 
fionate gaiety, put their heads ofUt of the win- 
dow, and tieighed triumphal approbation t)f 
their own exploits, among the gazing multitude, 
that was collefted below. The lady lived feven 
years with him, and worked a large piece of 
tapeftry, on which this evOTt is recorded. Her 
workniarifhip is preferve'd in the Church of the 
Apoftles, where fhe was buried, ^fter Ihc took 
her final leave of the world, ' ' 
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LETTER XXIX. 


Cologne* 

WHEN a community appears to exift 

between the ^utrGmits oFprofperity and wretch^ 
cdnefs, the attention is feldom direfted to the 
caufes of their particular ftatc. The union of 
good and bad^ is either afqribed to that inter^ 
mixture of wifdom and imperfcdlion, which com- 
pofes the charafter of man, and of every thing 
human ; or to a fortuitous combination of vari« 
ous and oppolite circumftances, which may be too 
numerous, or perhaps blended with too much 
intricacy to encourage a minute inveftigation* 
But in either of the extremes^ our curiofity is 
ftrongly excited to difcovcr the caufes whole 
powerful operation has produced fuch extraor- 
dinary efFefts, Where peace, harmony, indus- 
try, general profperity, and fecurity prevail- 
where the general energy is direded to the ge- 
neral good, and as large a ihare of liberty is 
enjoyed by every individual, as the commoa 
bonds of advantageous union will admits we 

are 
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are- eager to trace the fources of thefe ble^iog^^ 
drnd to. learn by what happy incideots^ or b; 
what plan of con^uft, they have been obtaip^ 
and fc(;ured. Nor is this merely a fubjedt of curi- 
Qfity. By difcovering the track that Jeads. to 
yrofperity, we arc certainly the more enabled^^^ 
and may be rendered the more difpofed to walk 
^ in it, Wher^ indigence, oppreffion, languor, 

m 

and a vis inertia prevail i where the multitude 
are in aa abjeft ftate of mind and circumftances j 
where the few lord it over the multitude ; where^^ 
from their barrennefs of blifs, this few enjoy 
90 one pleafure but from the contemplation 6t 
their pwn fuperiority^ and therefore direft all 
their plans of policy to increafe the diftance as 
jnuch as poifible, we are tau^t to deteft, an4 
admonifhed to avoid the maxims and conduct 
^hat lead to fo rnuch wretchednefs. 

The city of CQlogne might in former days, 
have furnilhed a modeji for imitation ; ifs later 
hiftory is that of folly- The Ruins of Pqlmyra^ 
pr of Herfulamum^ .do not more canfpicuoufljr 
prove that flourifhing cities were once placed 
upon their refpcftive (pots, than the numberiefs 
iqarks of decay in this aged city, prove that it 
was once great and fplendid. Nor do the ruins 
x>£ the two firft more confpicuoufly manifeft the 
horrid effedls of human rage apd m^d ambition, 
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or of earthquakes and volcanic terrors, than the 
abjeft ftate of the laft demonftraecs the blafting. 
influence of bigotry and fuperftition. 

As Colcgne is one of the moft ancient, fo ft 
was formerly one of the moft refpe£table cities 
of Germany. Its Chronicles aflerr, that Marcui 
Vipfanius Agrippa was its founder j and that 
it was built in the diftrid the Xlbii inhabited^ 
when they were tranlporrcd bcyqnd the RJhine^ 
in honour of Agrippa^ mother of Nero^ and wife 
of ClaudiuSy who was born here during the en* 
campment of her father Gernianicus. Ambitious 
to aggrandize the place of her nativity, -it was 
erefted by her into a Roman colony. Hence 
from being called the xlcy of the Ubii, (Oppi-^ 
dum Ubiorum) it acquired the nanie of Cdonia 
Agrippanay and afterwards the Colono (Colonia) 
by way of eminence. Trajan was governor of 
the cojony before his advancement tp the en^- 
pire of Rome. 

Cologne continued nearly four centuries the 
capital of that part of Gaul which bordered 
upon the Rhine, to which Auguftus gave the 
pame of Germanica. It was generally termed 
by way of precifion, the Second Germany. 

About the year 462, CoUgne was wrefted out 

of the hands of the Ronaans,i by the turbulent 
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hat gallant Franks; and Was anncafcd to the 
crown of Frame. In the tenth century^ O/rt 
recovered it from the Frenchj and reftored 
it to the German empire* 
- At the period when the government of Germaty 
was forming, the high reputation of the Eccle- 
fiaftics, both upon account of their fuppofed 
fenftity, and real fuperiority in knowledge, gave 
them too great an influence in all civil concerns ; 
and thus the Religion of Je/us became the foun- 
dation of their fecular power. 

Bees and wafps fwarm where there are the 
moft fweets 5 caterpillers multiply where there is 
the greateft verdure s cantharides are peculiarly 
fond of the olive. — Thiis Romifh priefts of all 
orders love to fix their habitations, to impofe 
and difplay their authority, where there is the 
moft wealth. It is therefore no fubjed of won-^ 
der that Cologne ihould become, their favourite 
refidejice ;' and that magnificent Churches, CoU 
leges. Abbeys, Mdnafteries, Nunneries, fhould 
be ereficd, eftabliftied, ; and endowed, to the ap- 
parent grandeur^ but to the real .detriment of 
the city; As few men will appear irreligiousj 
when it is their intereft to appear the contrary : 
and as the moft worldly-minded will manifeft 
the greateft refpeft for Chriftianity, when it pof- 
lefles rich dc mains ; thus branches of the moft 
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iUuftriouk'&mtlies deemed it an honour to xntei' 
into hpiy : orders. Female faints,, and iroyal 
jieniconts becanoe Abbefics of rich . Convents^ 
v^hofe territorial pofrefliqns.^v«ere connedled with: 
i^GtiltrDilKuence and drg^ity. Hence the Cfa&n- 
noineflea of Saint Cecilia, Skint Maria, Saint Ur-v 
Jiildy and many others were of noble families^v 
and the Lady Abbeiles/df Saint Caikerine, be* 
longed to the Teutonic Order* 
- Accordii^ to the obfervarion above mentfdnedji 
ytxx may judge of the profpcrity of the city> 
by the number of /Ecclefiaftics that chofe to 
honour it wirii ^nhcir prefcncc.. You may judge 
Off its immenfe wealth; by ipiicing able to fup* 
|)ort flich a.f urriber of expenfive guefts> iii to: 
much fpkndour« Indeed Calagne was at one 
period among the iirfl: commercial towns in 
Ewope. IMeck^ Dantzick, Bruges, and Q^lagne,: 
were the foiir earlieft of: the Hans Towns^ and 
ergoyed for a long period, the exclufivcL privi-: 
lege of .fiipplying the growing wants, and a^ 
minifteriag to the rifing , luxuries of our. part 
06 the globe. Cobgne was the moft flourifhing 
^xhc&. It had not only the ^vantage of its: 
narv^able river, but it was placed in die center 
of that part ' of Germany that experienced the 
moft early civilization. So that wealth flowed 
in on every fide. 
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It iiBvtld be tedious to enumerate &e clifierent: 

contefts which took place between the citizeni 

And.the^r. ^irituad rulers. Thefe Were kept up 

lorn near' ^ur hundred ye^ra. I (halj oi^ljr ob* 

ftrvei th«t in the eleventh century^ their BUhop 

jjliiw atttnripted to encroach upon their privU 

hs^* They relifted ^ he was baniihed^ H^ 

relented i they were reconciled. He became 
more oppreffive^ and they more fubmxffive* 

Some time after they reiifted the tyrani^y of 
Egelbert van Falkenburgy with as muchu luccefk 
as could be wifhcd from carnal Weapons* 
— They were laid under the bann and inter- 
didion of the holy Churchy— Thefc fpiritual 
weapons triupiphed^ and (hey were terrified into 
fubmilfion. 

The immenfe number of dignitaries of the 
Church 5 the extent and richncfs of their en- 
dowmcntsi the multitudes of Prieits and.Se^culars^ 
of Monks and Nuns ; their increafing regard 
for. holy relics j and the growing faihipn of 
adorning death's heads with crowns of jewels 
and pearls, and other expenfive fopperies, df 
which the contents of my preceding letters will 
enable. you to fornqi fome ideas :— AH thefe heavy 
burdens the influx of commerce rendered the 
mercantile worl^ able to fuftain : as the prof- 
pcrous ftate of Great Britain renders it almofl; 
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infenfible to the amazing load of your national 
debt. 

* Therulingmcmbersof the holy Churchj wanton 
in their power; inattentive to the n:ieans by which 
Ihe was enriched^ or attributing their abundance to 
the fmilings of Providence, upon . the Ortho- 
doxy of their faith ; or taking it into their heads 
that no man could be a good merchant^ that 
was not a good Chriftian, in the year 1425^ 
publifhed an cdiSt of banifhment againft all the 
defcendants of Abraham. The poor Jews were 
ordered to quit the city, and to hold no farther 
commerce with the faithful. This plan, how- 
ever it might operate refpefting the good caufe, 
proved very detrimental to trade : a large por- 
tion of which followed and comforted the op«> 
prefled Ifraelites. 

' But the fatal ftroke was not given until 
. nearly two centuries after the above edift. In 
the year 1618, a pious hierarchy, finding other 
methods inefFeftual, to check the growth of 
Proteftantifm, employed the pruning knife of 
perfccution^ To profefs Chriftianity, ' was no 
longer fufficient for commerce. Its profits ought 
alone to be divided among thofe who profeffcd 
thfc true Catholic faith^ as by law eft^blifhed, 

and 
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indjjdl the Protejiants were expelled as dango-^ 
ous innovators. About fourteen hundred of the 
moQ: induftrious and opulenc families^ were 
obliged to lea^e the city. Thefe planted them« 
felves in the adjacent cities of Mulbeim, Duffel* 
ilorf, Elbevsld^ Creveld^ &c. became powerful 
rivals^ enticed thofe lukewarm Catholics who 
preferred fuccefs in bufinefs to unity of faith, 
and effeftualiy ruined the city. From this 
period it fell into' decay. It is true, the Re- 
gency perceiving their error, endeavoured after« 
wards to compromife affairs between their in« 
terefts and their confciences. The Froteftants 
.were invited to return i were promiied perfonal 
Security from all moleftation on account of re« 
ligious opinions. Though they were not in« 
dulged in the exerciie of public worfhip, nor 
re-admitted into a fhare of the governments 
This partial plan produced a very partial 
change. It is faid^ that not more than Jiffy 
or Jixty individuals returned 5 and as if there 
was fomething baneful to trade in the Ca- 
tholic faith, the defcendants of thefe indivi- 
duals, now fhare the larger portion of the fhuU 
remains of commerce. 

Before either Jews or Proteflants were dif- 
turbed, the city contained upwards of thirty 
tboufand tfkOiVi^ men, capable of bearing arms. 
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I9 th? anx^bitfy of the citadd^.^te depoiited 
lutln^et^ coatsiof maiU &c« for 2 5»ooa warriors^ 
lAt prefcixc>;the totial number of inhabitants does 
W^ (3^c^ firSyJbcg/and. A recent toqdiry into 
Ac ftare of populatiDO, has difcovered. tx> thetny 
tfiae of this niimberi Jb^ ttmfimd alone are 
Sucghers or citizens, jditt live decently tipoh 
^ir fortunes^, or are cbcnfontiably fupported by 
cooinierce* Clergy of various d^ibriptions, and 
ibe inhabifiints of religious* houfei, amount to 
Aw thtmfmid jm hmirAi. : ; The remaining 
shirty "fme thoujmd five hunJftedi zxe low mc- 
^baaifrsy menial ferv(|nts>. or public beggars. 
J^vfO^th^tds of this large city arc fallen rato 
itiins. Screets and Squares are. con verted into 
](itchea-garden9 and vineyards* The fingle 
fnclofure belonging to the Charter^houfe, com-p* 
jprehending Its gardens and vineyards, is as large 
jas the whole city of Mulbeim. Thefc, O Per- 
fiilioh, thefe are thy triumphs ! 1 I 

, A man of common underftatiding, born and 
educated out of the vortex of Theological dif- 
^jEiefi ^nd prejudices ; who fimply and coolly ad- 
verts to caufcand effed, and immediately 'per- 
ceives, that the nature and complexion of the 
latter, is univerfally corr^fp9|ident tp the nature 

. and complexion of the former, j a. lyaJ^x of this dc>* 
fciiption mtjft be a&onifhed a^.- ^n infatuado|i 

that 
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iSm is not confined to the OologTdans. The 
cotmedipn, for jnftance, between fobriety, 
mdyftry, (kill, ingenuity, integrity, .advantages 
cf local iituation, the prevailing i^fhion, and 
IjJirit of the.tiAnes; the intimate cpnnedion be- 
tween (heie and the increaling profpcrity of a 
Gommuni^^ is ,e%ffly difcovered. Indeed it i% 
ielf-evi4en>^// faut aux yeux i as the French. 
^^rc>V themfelves j 7/ Jf rings before our eyes. 
But haw ^ame it into the mind of man, thac 
tli<e. unity of faith, in various articles of polemic- 
cal divinity, could have a beneficial influence 
ijpon commerce, induftry, and the improve- 
n^ent of manufaftures? Are pious Prelates, 
ai|d learned Cafuiits, to be conftantly deceived 
t^ the flighteft analogies; and are they to 
make them, like Gregory the Greats the princi- 
pal rule of condud ?* Sorely the wife Regenu 
of^ Cologne could not, at the inftigation of their 
holy fathers, cl^fifli the idea of a latent con- 
nedioa between the ordinance of circumcifion, 
wd clipping of coin; or apprehend that the 
liraelites merely from an exceflive attachment 
to jhe ordinance^ would extend it to improper 

♦ See Hume's Hifiory of England^ Vol. I, p. 32, for an 
rxample of thq pious manner in which the pious Gregory 
jiayed upon the words, Angli Degfi, and Alia. 
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fiibje£l$ ! • When they iflVied their fevcre tdl&i 
agalnft the Proteftants, was itbecaufe this grow- 
ing {e&y renounced certain doftrines highly nc- 
ceflary for the improvement of manufadtures ? 
Did their perfecutors conceive that a firm faith 
m Tranfubftantiation was requifne for the conn 
verfion of flax into^ linen thread, or .aflift^d any 
of the chemical changes, neceffary for forming 
and fixing of colours, and that tJiele articles 
began, to degenerate in proportion as that doc- 
trine was difbelieVed ? Did they experience that 
extreme unftion gave a finer finifh; a facred fup- 
plenefs to the work of a leather dreffer ? And 
that the doftrine of Purgatory improved the 
refining of filver? If they did, we cannot be 
furprifcd that worldly policy fliould ftamp ^ 
value upon tenets, fo neceffary for the pro- 
dufbion of good works of fome kind. But 
there are no proofs upon record, that they ar- 
gued in this manner* Yet, if this (hadow of 
an apology be not admitted, what otheir can we 
fubftitute in its place ? Did thefc fon^s of the 
Church, imagine, that they coqld purchafe the 
complacency of Heaven, by feverities exercifed 
againft the unhappy perfons, who were not fo 
fortunate as to enjoy as large a portion of truth 
as themfclves. ? Yet finre this fmaller quantity 
0f faith, was centered in perfons poffeffing more^ 
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ikill and induftry, which way could Providence 
recompenfe dieir perfecuting piety, without mi- 
raculoufly counterafting the cftabliflied order of 
things ? Providence did not think fit to pay 
them fo high a compliment;, and they were 
juined by the experiment. 

Thus, my good friend, does the hiftory of 
Colore prove, that of all the evils which can 
befall a ftate, inordinate zeal and blind bigotry, 
arc the moll pernicious. Let foreign enemies 
commit dreadful ravages j let fires blaze in 
various parts j let earthquakes fwallow up ftately 
edifices ; the fpirit, the ipring, the quickening 
vital principle, ftill remaining, may foon repair 
the injury, where the dcftruftion is not at once 
complete. The oppreflion exercifed by man on 
man, enervates and deftroys. This induces an 
Atonia in the conftitution, which no remedy can 
poffibly reach or repair f 


ENa OF THE FIRST V0LUM&. 


In confeqaence of the Author^s dlftance from the prefs, (bme 
inaccuracies have taken place» which will require the «or- 
redion of the reader ; it has not beexi thought' neceilary to 
note fome others of lefs confequence. 

ERRATA OF VOL. I. 

In nmnberinv the Letters^ X. has been omitted* XI. follows IX* 
*Page 32> 1. lad, and 1. 4, from bottom, for is read are 
In the print facing p. 41, r. Erhenbreitftein 

549 1. Ill f* ramp r. lamps 

60, 1. 5, f. Celcis r. Celiis •. • *• 

— — 8, f. Wratifclavienfiajnr. Wratifclavienfem ^ 

641 1. 4, from* bottom r. fpacious alleys of lime-trees 

65;, 1. laft, i, part T, far 

107* 1. ii f* Galamatiae r. Galamatias 

iii> 1. 24, f. linde and Boom r. lindenboom 

1499 1. 10, from bottom^ for d^r.ex ) 

— «^ L Q, from bottom, r. ex foUice Gemtaitufff' 

1 54, 1. the laj(t> r. HockheYm> Riidefheiai 

ia2> 1. 89 f. launching r. lancing 

168, 1. 26, f. Offtede r. Oftade ' 

.180, 1. 3, from bottom, f. 2>«/r/i>Z>(?i5r^ » 

:i8i> 1. 5» r. Luca Jordano .. 

192, 1. 7, r. Carracci ■ . * 

226, I. 18, f. p)femption t; exception •- 

229, J. i^ frbm,bottQm>. £• ^eKhmrdtgieiten 

266, K 1 6a f^ Athenian r. Ephefian 

306, 1. II, from bottom, f. Munba/frr, 'Manheim 

;320, 1. 10, X. JgHppina 

2^26, -1. 20, zi, r. Perfecution 


. 


\ 


